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Course Description


This is the first half of a two-course survey of the history of ancient Greece.  The class will explore developments in the Greek world from the Neolithic era to the threshold of the Classical age (ca. 7000-480 BC).  However, its focus will be on the Archaic age (ca. 700-480 BC), when the polis (city-state) community establishes itself as the central organizing principle of Greek culture and society.  Though our emphasis throughout will be on political and military developments, we will also read a representative sample of early Greek literature and pay due attention to a range of important social and cultural topics, including art and architecture, religion, and the family.  The second course in the sequence (501.02), which focuses on the Classical age (ca. 480-320 BC), will be offered in Winter 2008.

Course Objectives

•
Trace the origins and early history of that distinctive form of Greek political organization known as the polis, or city-state, paying particular attention to the evolution of major poleis like Athens and Sparta.

•
Examine Greek cultural developments against this background, observing how forms of cultural expression and social behavior change according to political circumstances.

•
Enhance our understanding of ancient Greece through comparison of its various political and cultural features with those of other times and places we know.

•
Learn something of historical method, especially with reference to the recovery and interpretation of evidence from an ancient civilization.

Requirements/Grades

2 Exams (2.13; 3.12)= 60%

Term paper (due 3.8) = 30%

Attendance, participation, enthusiasm = 10%

Attendance policy

More than 2 unexcused absences, you cannot score A for attendance

More than 4 unexcused absences, you cannot score A/B for attendance

More than 6 unexcused absences, you cannot score A/B/C for attendance

More than 8 absences of any kind, you fail the course

Required Texts

Herodotus, The Histories, translated by A. de Sélincourt (Penguin Classics, 2003).
I. Morris and B. Powell, The Greeks: History, Culture, and Society (Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006).

M. L. West, Greek Lyric Poetry (Oxford University Press, 1993).

Syllabus

[Reading assignments for each class in parentheses;  MP = Morris and Powell; W = West; H = Herodotus (with book and chapter numbers)]

Jan.
4
Course Introduction: Summary, themes, aims {MP 1-11]


9
Greece and the Greeks: land and people [MP 13-41]



11
Prehistory: The beginnings of civilization; Minoan Crete [MP 42-59]


16
Mycenean Greece [MP 60-70]



18
The Dark Age and the eighth-century "renaissance" [MP 72-91]


23
The world of Homer [MP 93-116]



25
Archaic Greece: Greek religion [MP 117-46]



30
Politics and culture in the early polis [MP 148-70]

Feb.
1
Archaic lyric poetry I [W vii-xxiii, 1-30]



6
Archaic lyric poetry II [W 36-48, 84, 87-110, 116-23, 157-59]



8
The invention of philosophy [MP 171-77; W 158-59, nos. 7-7a, 14]



13
EXAM I


15
Archaic art and architecture [MP 177-92]


20
Early Sparta [MP 193-204; W 23-27, 31-35]

22
Early Athens [MP 204-19; W 74-83]

27
Herodotus and the Persian Wars: The rise of Persia [MP 221-46]; Herodotus the historian [H ix-xxxiii, I.1-5]

Mar.
1
The rise and fall of Croesus, king of Lydia [H I.6-91]


Persian customs [H I.131-40]; Indian customs [H III.98-105]; battle of Marathon [H VI.94-131]; Xerxes departs for Greece [H VII.1-40]

6
Xerxes invades [MP 248-58]; Oracles [H VII.138-48]; Greek strategy [H VII.175-77]; battle of Thermopylae [H VII.198-239; W 163, no. 531]

8
Greek victory [MP 258-66]; battle of Salamis [H VIII.40-96]; flight of Xerxes [H VIII.113-20]; battle of Plataea [W 168-72]; Conclusion [H IX.107-21]; [TERM PAPER DUE]


12
EXAM II (9.30 am)

Please Note

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Plagiarism

It is plagiarism anytime you use the words or ideas of another (book author, website author, teacher, fellow-student) without acknowledging the fact.  If you are working closely from a text, make sure you cite the work and put its ideas into your own words.  Otherwise, use speech marks to show that it is a quotation.  In accordance with university rules, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

Disability Statement

The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307.

