CLASSICAL GREECE                                             Dr. Greg Anderson
History 501.02                                                            271 Dulles Hall
AU06                                                                           614-247-8040
                                                                                    anderson.1381@osu.edu
                                                                                    Office hrs:  M 2.30-4.30 (or by appt.)
 
Meetings
MW 11.30-1.18, AP 0012
 
Course Description
            This is the second half of a two-course survey of the history of ancient Greece.  The first course explores developments in the Greek world from the Neolithic era to the end of the Archaic age (ca. 7000-480 BC).  The second course focuses on the history and culture of the Classical age (ca. 480-320 BC), the "Golden Age" of ancient Greece.  Major topics addressed include: Athenian democracy; the cataclysmic Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta (431-404 BC); the rise of Macedon and Alexander the Great; tragedy and comedy; art and architecture; and philosophy.  The class places particular emphasis on the importance of engagement with original ancient sources.
 
Aims
•     Explore political and cultural developments during the time when that distinctive form of Greek political organization known as the polis, or city-state, can be said to have reached its maturity.  Particular focus on developments in Athens, the most influential of all poleis.
 
•     Explore interplay between politics and culture, observing how forms of cultural expression and social behavior change according to political circumstances.
 
•     Enhance our understanding of ancient Greece through comparison of its various political and cultural features with those of other times and places we know.
 
•     Learn something of historical method, especially with reference to the recovery and interpretation of evidence from an ancient civilization.
 
Requirements/Grades
2 Exams (10.30; 12.4)= 60%
Term paper (due 3.9) = 30%
Attendance, participation, enthusiasm = 10%
 
Attendance policy
More than 2 unexcused absences, you cannot score A for attendance
More than 4 unexcused absences, you cannot score A/B for attendance
More than 6 unexcused absences, you cannot score A/B/C for attendance
More than 8 unexcused absences, you fail the course
 
Required Texts
I. Morris and B. Powell, The Greeks: History, Culture, and Society (Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006).
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War (Penguin Classics, 1972).
Packet of further readings from ancient texts, available at UniPrint/Cop-EZ (Tuttle).
 
Disability Statement
The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307.
Syllabus
[Readings: MP = Morris and Powell; R = readings in packet; T = Thucydides;
readings in round parentheses recommended for those who did not take 501.01]
 
Sept.    20        Course introduction: Summary, themes, aims
 
      25        Greece and the Greeks: land and people (MP 13-41)
            27        Preclassical Greece (MP 42-267)
 
Oct.     2          Greece after the Persian wars: Athenian democracy (MP 204-19)
            4          The rise of the Athenian empire [MP 268-79, 284-87]
 
      9          Economy and society in the fifth century [MP 279-84]
            11        Classical Greek culture: Philosophy [MP (171-77), 288-94; R 1]
 
            16        Art and architecture [MP 294-313, 381-90]
            18        Athenian tragedy [MP 314-28; R 2]
 
            23        Athenian comedy [MP 328-33; R 3]
      25        The Peloponnesian war: [MP 284-87, 334-64]
Thucydides the historian [T 1.1-23]; war declared [T 1.139-46]; evacuation of Attica [T 2.13-17]; Pericles' funeral oration [T 2.34-46]
 
            30        EXAM I
Nov.    1          Plague in Athens [T 2.47-53]; policy of Pericles [T 2.56-65]; Mytilenian debate [T 3.35-50]; civil war in Corcyra [T 3.69-85]
 
6          Amphipolis and the peace of Nicias [T 5.1-26]; Melian dialogue [T 5.84-116]; voting for the Sicilian expedition [T 6.1-32]; Athenian strategy [T 5.42-52]
8          Alcibiades recalled [T 6.53-61]; Alcibiades in Sparta [T 6.88-93]; Spartans fortify Decelea [T 7.27-28]; Athenian defeat in Sicily [T 7.42-87]; reaction in Athens [T 8.1-5]
 
            13        The end of the war and its aftermath [R 4]
15        Greece in the fourth century:  Socrates and Plato [MP 292-94, 360-64, 390-400; R 5]
 
20        Athens in the fourth century [R 6]
           22        The contest for hegemony; the rise of Philip II (MP 365-80, 401-12]
 
            27        The end of the classical era: Alexander the Great [MP 412-37]
            29        The Hellenistic world [MP 438-99]
 
Dec.     4          EXAM II (11.30-1.18)
 
Plagiarism
It is plagiarism anytime you use the words or ideas of another (book author, website author, teacher, fellow-student) without acknowledging the fact.  If you are working closely from a text, make sure you cite the work and put its ideas into your own words.  Otherwise, use speech marks to show that it is a quotation.  In accordance with university rules, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.
 
