	 

	History 505D01
Early Byzantine Empire, A.D. 330-843

Autumn Quarter 2006

Note: this information is correct as of the last revision (shown at the bottom of the page), but there will certainly be changes as time goes by.  The Weekly Overviews will contain the final version of all the assignments, so this syllabus should be used simply as an overview.  In addition, you should consult the "Quizzes, Exams, Papers" page of the Course Overview, for more details about requirements for the class.  The basic reading assignments shown here, however, should remain as they are listed here.



  

Instructor: Professor Timothy E. Gregory, 365 Dulles Hall.  Office Hours: online.  Graduate Teaching Associates: (you can contact any of us directly through the e-mail built into this course).  Each student will be asssigned to a specific discussion group, and one of the instructors will be responsible for monitoring that group and assigning all the grades.  You should discuss questions concerning grades with your discussion leader.   

Required Texts:
The two main texts are A History of Byzantium (designated below as HofB, Blackwells Publishers) and Procopius, Secret History (Penguin Books).  These are available at SBX and other booksellers.  You will also need to do the Online Readings and study the Chronology modules each week.

If you don't already have them (most computers will) you will need to install two programs on the computer you use for this course. Adobe Acrobat Reader, which can be downloaded for free at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html and Real Player, whichyou can also download for free. Please note that if you will be working from someone else's computer, these programs might not be installed. Also note that you cannot use some other multi-media player (like Windows Media Player)--only Real Player will work. 

Course Description:
  
This course is designed as an introduction to early Byzantine civilization and history, A.D. 330-843.  In it we will trace the transformation of the ancient world and the emergence of a distinctly medieval Byzantine civilization.  We will observe the growth and triumph of Christianity and its transformation into a world religion.  We will examine critically the myths concerning the "fall of the Roman empire" and the typical evaluation of Byzantium.  We will attempt to understand Byzantine civilization through the eyes of the Byzantines themselves, examining their values and comparing them with those of our own.  In this regard, we will seek to gain insight into the religious sensitivities of the Byzantines and how Byzantine Christianity expressed important transcendent ideas.  We will also investigate relations between Byzantium and its neighbors and pay special attention to the military developments that influenced the course of history in this crucial period.  The Byzantine Empire represents a fascinating, although little-known chapter in human history.  This course is designed to explore some aspects of that civilization and to expose you to challenging new ideas.  An understanding of Byzantine history has special importance in today’s world since it was played out in the vortex that gave rise to the current disputes between Arabs, Jews, and Christians and it represents the cultural heritage of many Americans with heritage in the Middle East, the Mediterranean area, and Eastern Europe.Please remember that this syllabus is accurate as of the first day of class and the basic reading assignments will not change over the quarter. However, there will be additional assignments and the information contained in the Weekly Overviews should take precedence to anything you see here. Please check the information in the Course Overview and the Weekly Overviews for more reliable and up-to-date details.     
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

September 20 

INTRODUCTION 

HofB, Preface, Introduction, chapters 1-2
 Quiz on Course Organization
Survey for Online Learning
September 25

THE AGE OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT                                                

 

HofB, chapter 3
 

Online Readings, 1-3
 

October 2

THE FOURTH CENTURY

 

HofB, chapter 4 
 

Readings 3a, 3b, 4-6

October 9

THE FIFTH CENTURY             

 

HofB, chapter 5 
Readings 6a, 6b
 

October 16

THE AGE OF JUSTINIAN

 

 
 

HofB, chapter 6
 

Procopius, Secret History





 

Readings 7-11

 October 23 

COLLAPSE OF THE EARLY BYZANTINE SYNTHESIS

 

HofB, chapter 7 
 

Online Readings 13

 

                                                     



   
October 30 

HERAKLEIOS AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

      

 

HofB, review chapter 7 
 

Online Readings 12, 14-16

 

                                                 







  

November 6

THE DARK AGES 

                                                   

 

Online Readings 6: 85-105

 

November 13

ICONOCLASM 

   
 

HofB, chapter 8 
 

Online Readings 17-18

 

 

November 20 

CHALLENGE FROM THE WEST

              

 

HofB, chapter 9 
 

Online Readings 19

 

November 27

TOWARD A NEW SYNTHESIS
      

 

No new readings: review

Student Responsibilities   
  You will have some choices in the way you meet the (graded) requirements of this course. This is designed to allow you to do the things that best suit your own "learning style" and get the best grade in the course. You will do this by turning in exams, papers, and other assignments by the time they are due. You should look very carefully at the assignments and the credit that each carries and decide how best you can fulfill the requirements of the course. Be careful that you don't put things off too long, however, since that will seriously limit the choices at your disposal. Note that the total percent in the class adds up to more than 100%. You should turn in only enough work to add up to that sum; there is no extra credit in the course and anything above 100% will not be counted.These are the categories of graded work open to you in this course: 
 

Discussion (MANDATORY): 
20%
 

Quizzes
5 quizzes, 4% each = 20% 
 

Short Papers
3, each worth 20% each = up to 60% 
 

Mid-Term Exam 
20%
 

Research Paper 
40%
 

Final Exam 
40%
Further information on all these assignments and requirements is provided in the "Quizzes, Exams, Papers" page of the Course Overview; consult this, as well as the appropriate Weekly Overviews and other resources in the course. Make sure that you understand all the requirements for the course and that you take the Course Organization Quiz within the first two weeks of the course.  Grades in this class are not mechanically curved.  Everyone can get an A and everyone can fail. 

Numerical Grades:

As we go through the course, your grades will be computed in numerical terms.  At the end of the course, these will be converted to letter grades following according to the following scale.  Grades will be rounded off to the nearest tenth of a percent, following the scheme below:

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 60-67.5; E: below 60 (i.e., 59.6 will not allow you to earn a D).  
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 
All students should be aware that plagiarism, or any other kind of academic dishonesty, is a serious offense and can result in penalties, including failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  All work in this course must be your own, and dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated.  You must also understand that it is not honest to “cut and paste” sections from websites without indicating that you have done so and providing proper citation (URL and date of access).  Your work in this course cannot be done in this way and University requirements state clearly that we must turn over all cases of such practices to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. Please understand that, although this is an online course, you need to read books and that you can't find all the answers on the Internet.  Education is not knowing how to do a Google search--but how you understand things.  Ultimately this means reading: normally in real books.  If you don't know where the Main Library is, ask and we will be happy to tell you!! Also understand that we are fairly computer literate and if you want to "steal" things from Internet sites, it is very easy for us to find what you have done!!!  In the end, it's so much easier to do the work in the course, talk with us, and get a good grade!!   
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