	

	History 505D02
Later Byzantine Empire, A.D. 843-1453

Winter Quarter 2007


Instructor: Professor Timothy E. Gregory, 338 Dulles Hall, 292-1949.  Office Hours: Monday 2:30-3:30, Tuesday 9:00-10:00, and by appointment at other times (best scheduled through e-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu).  Graduate Teaching Associates: Dallas DeForest and TBA
Please note: this syllabus is accurate as of the first day of class, but changes in assignments will certainly be made as we go along.  The most accurate list of assignments will be found in the Weekly Overviews for each week.  Please consult that regularly for updates and details!

This course will be conducted entirely ONLINE; there are no class meetings or need to come to campus for the course. You will, however, need to do regular readings and to access and take part in the course in a regular fashion. Normally you will need to spend around 10 hours a week on the course, including doing the reading, accessing the online material, and taking quizzes, writing papers, etc. If you think that online courses are easy or that you should not have to work in this class, please consider dropping the class immediately, so we don't waste anyone's time. This course should be no easier and no harder than a regular in-class course at the same level.
Please note that, if you have little or no experience with Carmen (the University's course delivery system), you should try to familiarize yourself with it as quickly as possible.  There is some good online help built into it and you should take advantage of that.

We're sure you will find all the rules and regulatioins laid out in the Course Overview (including the syllabus) a little boring and perhaps hard to understand at first. They are, however, designed to facilitate learning and to make all the requirements in the course as clear as can be. 
Note that we will arrange to have a couple of face-to-face review sessions with the professor and TAs, but these will not be required. Information on them will be given at a later date. 
Finally, you will see below that the assignments in the class are given week-by-week. Each week is assumed to begin at 12:01 AM on Monday and to end at 11:59 PM on Saturday. 
Required Texts:
· Timothy E. Gregory, A History of Byzantium. ISBN 0631235132 
· Exploring the European Past (ETEP); ISBN .  This book is available for many different classes, so make sure that you get the proper one, with my name on it (Gregory) and the proper ISBN; normally these books are sold at SBX in an area other than the regular course area, but altogether somewhere else (in a corridor, I think).  If you get this book for another course, it will not be the right one and you will not have the material you need.
You can access the ETEP Visual Sources at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com with the username of "etep" (no quotes, but case-sensitive) and the password of "TOSU" (again, no quotes, but in caps).
If you don't already have them (most computers will) you will need to install two programs on your computer. Adobe Acrobat Reader, which can be downloaded for free at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html and Real Player; you can download a copy for free. Pleases note that if you will be working from someone else's computer, these programs might not be installed. Also, please note that you cannot use some other multi-media player (like Windows Media Player)--only Real Player will work. 
Course Description:
History 505.02D covers the history of the Byzantine Empire from the end of Iconoclasm (843) to the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks (1453). It will examine the period of Byzantine ascendancy and the spread of Byzantine culture to the Slavs, the split between the eastern and the western churches, the Crusades, the Byzantine recovery, and the ultimate collapse. A primary goal is to promote an understanding of Byzantine civilization in its historical setting; thus, we will seek to comprehend the "mind-set" of the Byzantines and how they reacted to the world around them. The Byzantines developed a unique civilization, one that was different from that of their classical Greek and Roman ancestors and different from that of their contemporaries in the medieval West. Even in modern times Byzantium has been generally misunderstood and often maligned. This course will present the Byzantine achievement in a positive light and allow the student to draw his/her own conclusions about the value of the Byzantine tradition.
The course is meant to be enjoyable and interesting. We will be looking at many fascinating personalities and interesting events. One of our main goals will be to make the figures of Byzantine history "come alive" by looking at the humerous, entertaining, and sometimes peculiar aspects of the people and the events we will be studying. 
Please remember that this syllabus is accurate as of the first day of class and the basic reading assignments will not change over the quarter. However, there will be additional assignments, and the information contained in the Weekly Overviews should take precedence to anything you see here. Use the syllabus only as a rough guide to the work in the course. Please check other information in the Course Overview and the Weekly Overviews for more reliable and up-to-date details.     
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments


Janurary 3 

INTRODUCTION; BYZANTIUM IN THE NINTH CENTURY 

HofB, Preface, Introduction, Chapter 9 
Online Readings:
   A. Sailing to Byzantium
   B. Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
   C. The Akathistos Hymn
   D. Macarius of Alexandria
   E. Photios, Bibliotheca
   F. The "Photian Schism"







                                           





January 8

THEMACEDONIAN DYNASTY
 
HofB, Chapter 10 
 
Online Readings:
   G. First Attack of the Rus
January 15 

LIFE IN THE TENTH CENTURY; MONASTICISM         
 
HofB, Chapter 10 (review)
 
Online Readings:
   H. St Symeon the New Theologian
   I. Healing Columns in Agia Sofia
   J. Greek Fire
   K. Digenes Akritas
   
 
Life of Theoktistos of Lesbos: http://www.doaks.org/HolyWomen/talbch4.pdf
January 22 

THE APOGEE OF BYZANTINE POWER 
 
HofB, Chapter 11
Online Readings:
   L. Land Legislation
   M. Court Protocol
 
   N. The Conversion of Russia
   O. Kassia the Poet
   P. Middle-Byzantine Poetry
   Q. Liudprand of Cremona
   R. Psellos: Basil II
 
January 29 

THE ELEVENTH CENTURY
 
HofB, Chapter 11 (review) 
 
ETEP: The Schism of 1054

You can access the ETEP Visual Sources at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com with the username of "etep" (no quotes, but case-sensitive) and the password of "TOSU" (again, no quotes, but in caps).
 
Online Readings:
    S. Schism of 1054
    T. Theology of the Schism
    U. Psellos: Mid-11th Century
                                                     



   
February 5 

ALEXIOS KOMNENOS&THE FIRST CRUSADE
      
 
HofB, Chapter 12 
ETEP: The Crusades
 
Online Readings:
   V. The Alexiad
   W. Alexios I, Letter to the West
   X. Anna Comnena on the Bogomils
   Y. The Great Fair at Thessalonike
                                                 







  

February 12 

THE FOURTH CRUSADE & ITS AFTERMATH
                                                   
 
HofB, Chapter 13 

 
Online Readings:
   Z. Geoffrey de Villehardouin
   AA. Niketas Choniates: Destruction of Art
   
February 19 

THE PALAIOLOGOI 
HofB, chapter 14 
 
Online Readings: 
   AB. Michael VIII on the Recovery of Constantinople
   AC. Georgios Gemisitos -- Plethon
February 26

 THEFALL OF THE CITY
 
HofB, Chapter 15
 
Online Readings:
   AD. The Fall of the City
   AE. O, City
March 5              THE SURVIVAL OF BYZANTIUM

                                                HofB, chapter 16
                                                Online Readings:
                                                   AF. Byzance après Byzance
 
Student Responsibilities  

  
You will have significant choices in the way you meet the (graded) requirements of this course. This is designed to allow you to do the things that best suit your own "learning style" and get the best grade in the course. You will do this by turning in exams, papers, and other assignments by the time they are due. You should look very carefully at the assignments and the credit that each carries and decide how best you can fulfill the requirements of the course. Be careful that you don't put things off too long, however, since that will seriously limit the choices at your disposal. Note that the total percent in the class adds up to more than 100 points (100%). You should turn in only enough work to add up to 100 points(100%); anything above 100% (or 100 points) will not be counted. You cannot substitute a higher grade for a lower grade you have earned. The following are the categories of graded work available to you in this course:
 
Discussion (MANDATORY)
20%
 
Quizzes
5, each worth 4% = 20% (no partial credit given) 
 
Short Papers
maximum 2, each worth 20% = up to 40% 
 
Group Projects
maximum 2, each worth 20% = up to 40%
 
Mid-Term Examination
20%
 
Final Examination 
40%
The following are some of the ways in which you can group these assignments: 
Choice A: discussion (20 points), quizzes (20 points), 1 short paper (20 points), final (40 points)
Choice B: discussion (20 points), quizzes (20 points), mid-term (20 points), 2 short papers 40 points) 
Choice C: discussion (20 points), quizzes (20 points), 2 short papers (40 points), 1 group project (20 points) 
Choice D: discussion (20 points), 2 short papers (40 points), 2 group projects (40 points) 
Choice E: discussion (20 points), 2 short papers (40 points), final (40 points). 

And several other possibilities, all of which are fine if they add up to 100 points (and no more!).
Further, detailed information on all these assignments can be found in the "Graded Assignment" page of the Course Overview, and you should consult that carefully.   Note that the first quiz will be on the course organization; all students MUST take and pass this quiz, but it will not count for a grade (in other words, it is simply a requirement for taking the course). As we go through the course, your grades will be computed in numerical terms.  

All grades throughout the course will be given in numerical form.  At the end of the course, these will be converted to letter grades following according to the following official OSU scale.  Grades will be rounded off to the nearest tenth of a percent, following normal practice for this.

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62  

Note that all assignments in the course will be submitted online. There may be some opportunities to meet with the Professor and TA in the course, but all work in the course will be online. Discussion will play an especially important role in the course; you should read carefully the page on Discussion in the Course Overview and you should regard the Discussion as more or less equivalent to the classroom experience in a regular course; you should spend at least a couple of hours each week reading the posts of the Professor, the TA, and the other students, and in composing your own posts. 

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:

Our goal is to accommodate all students registered at the University. Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue ; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-090; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ . If you think you might need evaluation or are having difficulties in this course, we recommend that you consult the ODS for help and suggestions. 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct ( http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp ). You might also want to look at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/research_plagiarism.htm for further information.
All students should be aware that plagiarism, or any other kind of academic dishonesty, is a serious offense and can result in penalties, including failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  All work in this course must be your own, and dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated.  You must also understand that it is not honest to “cut and paste” sections from websites without indicating that you have done so and providing proper citation (URL and date of access).  Your work in this course cannot be done simply by looking things up on the Internet. Please understand that, although this is an online course, you need to read books and you must realize that you can't find all the answers on the Internet.  Education is not knowing how to do a Google search--but rather understanding things.  Ultimately this means reading, normally in real books.  If you don't know where the Main Library is, ask and we will be happy to tell you!! Also understand that we are fairly computer literate and if you want to "steal" things from Internet sites, it is very easy for us to find what you have done!!!  In the end, it's so much easier to do the work in the course, talk with us, and get a good grade!!   
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