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 History 506
History of Early Christianity
Winter 2007

 Lynch

This course will treat the history of Christian origins and expansion, including such topics as conflict with the Roman Empire, internal divisions, basic institutions, and the legalization of Christianity.

OFFICE HOURS:    Wednesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:30 and by appointment.
Telephone: 292-2203 (office); e-mail:lynch.1@osu.edu

REQUIRED BOOKS:

1) W. H. C. Frend, The Early Church (Fortress Press pb)

2)  Bart D. Ehrman, After the New Testament. A reader in Early Christianity (Oxford University Press)

3) The New Testament (I use the New Oxford Annotated Bible with the New Revised Standard translation.) Any scholarly translation will do, but since the precise words matter when studying history, don’t use one of the “modernized translation” versions). All of the assigned books are available for purchase at the Student Book Exchange at 1806 North High Street, and they may also be available at other area bookstores.
Some handouts might be delivered to you as e-mail attachments or on CARMEN. I am using “CARMEN” to manage courses.  Be patient and inform me right away of problems. This is how you get access to CARMEN:
1. go to http://www.carmen.osu.edu

2. log in as you would log into your osu e-mail account

3. find History 506

4. you can get access to the syllabus, lecture outlines, sources (I am still adding to this)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance







100 points

 2) Midterm Exam—on February 6th                            

300 points

2. Paper (No more than 10 pages) due on February 15th  
300 points

3. Final Examination  
Monday, March 12th 1:30-3:18   
300 points

         

Each student must take the examinations and hand in the papers at the scheduled time. For each day late, a paper will lose 2% of its grade, unless some other arrangement has been made. A student should keep a copy of every paper submitted. No make-up examination will be allowed unless the student has a convincing, documented excuse and has contacted Professor Lynch in advance (His e-mail is lynch.1@osu.edu; his office phone is 292-2203). 

All written work must be the student’s own. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. If you are unsure what plagiarism is, go to http://cstw.osu.edu, or http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm

All students must be formally enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of classes. Requests to add the course after that date will not be signed by the chair of the Department of History. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

I shall be communicating with the class by e-mail and on the “Carmen” website. If you are not using the e-mail address assigned to you by OSU, let me know soon.

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307,  TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES: I want you to develop the following skills:


1. Mastery of the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities in the history of ancient Christianity.


2. The ability to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which those issues have been interpreted.


3. The ability to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data.


4. The ability to express yourself with precision and clarity, whether orally or in writing.

HOW TO USE EHRMAN’S AFTER THE NEW TESTAMENT:

1. You will not be assigned the entire book. I am picking documents for you to read. Pay attention to the assignments on this syllabus.
2. Read both Professor Ehrman’s introductions and the sources. Ehrman’s introductions are written for us, but the sources were written long ago for different audiences. You will sometimes have to work hard to understand them. Ehrman’s introductions can guide you.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF LECTURES, READINGS (Students should complete the assigned reading before the lecture) 

TOPIC ONE: THE ORIGINS

January 4
Judaism in Jesus’ Lifetime

     1.   Frend, pp. 1-23

2. “General Introduction” in Ehrman, pp. 1-6
January 9 Jesus


1) Handout of “Who was Jesus?”


January 11 The Gospels


1) Read the Gospel of Mark ?
2) Gabel, Wheeler and York, “The Gospels” (on Carmen)
TOPIC TWO: EARLY DEVELOPMENTS

January 16 Jewish Christianity


1) Frend, pp. 24-48 


2) Luke, Acts of the Apostles, chapters 1-15:35


3) “Justin: Dialogue with Trypho,” in Ehrman, pp. 106-115

        4) “Jewish-Christian Texts” in Ehrman, pp. 134-139
        5) “Anti-Judaic Polemic,” in Ehrman, pp. 95-97

January 18 Gentile Christianity

1) “The Spread of Christianity,” in Ehrman, pp. 7-9

2) Luke, Acts of the Apostles, chapter. 15:36 to chapter 28 (on Paul)
3)  Gabel, Wheeler and York “Acts and the Letters” on Carmen
 

January 23 Paul and the Corinthian Christians
1) Paul, First Letter to the Corinthians 

TOPIC THREE:  RIVAL FORMS OF CHRISTIANITY

January 25 The Gnostic Christians

 
1) Frend, pp.  49-57

2) “The Diversity of Early Christianity,” in Ehrman, pp. 131-133

3) “Gnostic-Christian texts,” in Ehrman, pp. 144-145  

4) “Apostolic Writings Outside the Canon,” in Ehrman, pp. 235-236                                                                                                                           


5) “The Gospel of Thomas” in Ehrman, pp. 237-244

6) “The Acts of Thecla,” in Ehrman, pp. 278-284 

January 30 The Montanists



1) Frend, pp. 69-71

February 1 Bishop 


1) “The Structure of Early Christianity” in Ehrman, pp. 317-319


2) “The Internal Conflicts of Christianity,” in Ehrman, pp. 193-194


3) Proto-Orthodox Heresiologists,” in Ehrman, pp. 195-196


4) “The Didache,” in Ehrman, pp. 323-325
    
5) “Irenaeus Against the Heresies,” in Ehrman, pp. 196-211 
 
6) “Letters of Ignatius to the Ephesians, Magnesians, and Smyrnaeans” in Ehrman, pp. 325-328 


7) “Hippolytus The Apostolic Tradition,” in Ehrman, pp. 328-332

++++ FEB. 6TH: EXAM ON LECTURES/READING TO JAN. 30TH++++                                    
February 6 Creed and Canon of Scripture


1) Frend, pp. 72-75

2)  “The Old Roman Creed” on Carmen

3) “The New Scriptures” in Ehrman, pp. 309-310

        4) “The Muratorian Fragment” in Ehrman, pp. 311-312

5) “Eusebius: Ecclesiastical History” in Ehrman, pp. 315-316
TOPIC FOUR: CHRISTIANITY AND NON-CHRISTIANS

February 8 Persecution

     
1) Frend, pp. 95-106


2) “The Attack on Christianity,” in  Ehrman, pp. 25-27

    
3) Tacitus on Nero’s Persecution in Frend, pp. 30-31


4) Letter of Pliny to Trajan and Trajan’s Response in Frend, pp. 43-45


5) “The Letter of Ignatius to the Romans,” in Ehrman, pp. 28-30

February 13 Persecution

1) “The Martyrdom of Polycarp” in Ehrman, pp. 30-35
2) “The Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicitas,” in Ehrman, pp. 42-50

 
+++++Term Paper Due In Class on FEBRUARY 15th+++++

February 15 The Apologists

1) “The Defense of Christianity,” in Ehrman, pp. 51-53

2)  Frend pp. 62-66 


  3) “ Minucius Felix: Octavius,” in Ehrman, pp. 54-57

  4) “The Letter to Diognetus,” in Ehrman, pp. 71-75
February 20 The Third-Century Church

 1) Frend, pp. 72-94 

  2) “The Development of the Liturgy,” in Ehrman, pp. 343-345

 3)“The Didache,” in Ehrman, pp. 346-347 

4) “Hippolytus: Apostolic Tradition,” in Ehrman, pp. 353-356
5) “The Didascalia,” in Ehrman, pp. 356-360

6) “Justin, First Apology,” in Ehrman, pp. 347-349

February 22 Origen of Alexandria

1) Frend (reread pp. 85-93)

2) “Leading the Upright Life,” in Ehrman, pp. 383-384

3) Eusebius, Book 6 on Carmen

TOPIC FIVE: THE GREAT TRANSFORMATION

February 27

March 1 Constantine

     
1) Frend, pp. 107-143

March 6 Arianism and the Christian Empire

1) Frend, 146-187
2) “The Emergence of Orthodoxy,” in Ehrman, pp. 405-407
3) “Dionysius of Rome: Letter to Dionysius of Alexandria.” In Ehrman, pp. 435-436
4) Nicene Creed on Carmen
5) Imperial Laws on Carmen
March 8 Asceticism
1) Frend, pp. 188-197
2) Source reading to be announced
++EXAM ON LECTURES/READINGS On Monday, March 12 from 1:30-3:18++
