History 506  History of Early Christianity      Autumn 2005         Lynch

 
This course will treat the history of Christian origins and expansion, including such topics as conflict with the Roman Empire, internal divisions, basic institutions, the legalization of Christianity, monasticism, and the papacy.
 
OFFICE HOURS: Dulles Hall 273, Mon (330-4:15), Tues. (2:30-3:15) and by appointment.  Telephone: 292-2203 (office); e-mail:lynch.1@osu.edu
 
REQUIRED BOOKS:
1) W. H. C. Frend, The Early Church (Fortress Press pb)
2) Early Christian Writings (Penguin Paperback)
3) Eusebius, The History of the Church (Penguin pb)
4) The New Testament (I use the New Oxford Annotated Bible with the New Revised Standard translation.) Any scholarly translation will do, but since the precise words matter when studying history, don’t use one of the “modernized translation” versions)
Some handouts might be delivered to you as e-mail attachments or on CARMEN (see next paragraph).
 
The University is recommending something called “CARMEN” to manage courses. I am using it for the first time—be patient and inform me right away of problems.
1)     go to http://www.carmen.osu.edu
2)     log in as you would log into your osu e-mail account
3)     find History 506
4)     You can get access to the syllabus, lecture outlines, sources (I am still adding to this)
    
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. Midterm Exam—on 10/25                                                     300 points
2. Term paper (No more than 10 pages) due on 11/17             400 points
3. Final Examination        Wed. December 7th, 1:30-3:18             300 points                      
 
Each student must take the examinations and hand in the papers at the scheduled time. For each day late, a paper will lose 2% of its grade, unless some other arrangement has been made. A student should keep a copy of every paper submitted. No make-up examination will be allowed unless the student has a convincing, documented excuse and has contacted Professor Lynch in advance (His e-mail is lynch.1@osu.edu; his office phone is 292-2203). 
 
All written work must be the student’s own. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. If you are unsure what plagiarism is, go to this website:http://cstw.osu.edu, especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
 
All students must be formally enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of classes. Requests to add the course after that date will not be signed by the chair of the Department of History. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
I shall be communicating with the class by e-mail and on the “Carmen” website. If you are not using the e-mail address assigned to you by OSU, let me know soon.
 
Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me early and privately to discuss his/her specific needs. 

 
ACADEMIC OBJECTIVES: I want you to develop the following skills:
          1. Mastery of the basic factual knowledge of the major issues, events, and personalities of this period in the history of ancient Christianity.
          2. The ability to think critically about historical issues and about the ways in which those issues have been interpreted.
          3. The ability to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data.
          4. The ability to express yourself with precision and clarity, whether orally or in writing.
 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF LECTURES, READINGS (Students should complete the assigned reading before the lecture) 
 
TOPIC ONE: THE ORIGINS
9/22 and 9/27         Judaism in Jesus’ Lifetime
          1) Frend, pp. 1-23
 
9/29 Jesus
          1) Handout of “Who was Jesus?”       
          2) “The First Christians, Part I” Video
 
10/4-10/6 The Gospels
          1) the Gospel of Mark
2) Handout of Gabel, Wheeler and York, “The Gospels”
3) “The First Christians, Part III” video
 
TOPIC TWO: EARLY DEVELOPMENTS
 
10/11 Jewish Christianity
          1) Frend, pp. 24-48 
          2) Luke, Acts of the Apostles, chapters 1-15:35
          3) Eusebius, Book 3, chapter 27, pp, 90-91, on Ebionites
 
10/13 Gentile Christianity
1)     Luke, Acts of the Apostles, chapter. 15:36 to chapter 28 (on Paul)
2)     Handout of Gabel, Wheeler and York “Acts and the Letters”         
          
10/18 Paul and Corinth
1) Paul, First Letter to the Corinthians 
2) “The First Christians, Part II” video
 
TOPIC THREE:  RIVAL FORMS OF CHRISTIANITY
10/20 The Gnostic Christians
          1) Frend, pp.  49-57                                                                                                                                     
          2) Handout of Gospel of Thomas 
 
10/25 ++++--EXAM ON LECTURES/READING TO 10/18++++                                    
 
10/25 The Montanists      
                   1) Frend, pp. 69-71
2) Eusebius, Book 5, chapter 3, p. 150 and chapters 14-19, pp. 159-168 
  
10/27 Bishop 
          1) The Didache in Early Christian Writings, pp. 185-199
          2) Handout of Irenaeus
          3) Letters of Ignatius of Antioch, in Early Christian Writers, pp. 55-112. 
 
11/3 Creed and Canon of Scripture
          1) Frend, pp. 72-75 
2) Handout of “Old Roman Creed”
          3) Handout of “Muratorian Fragment”     
 
TOPIC FOUR: CHRISTIANITY AND NON-CHRISTIANS
11/8 Persecution
          1) Frend, pp. 95-106
          2) Tacitus on Nero’s Persecution in Frend, pp. 30-31
          3) Letter of Pliny to Trajan and Trajan’s Response in Frend, pp. 43-45
 
11/10 Persecution
1) The Martyrdom of Polycarp in Early Christian Writings, pp. 115-135
          2) “The First Christians, Part IV” video
                   
11/15 The Apologists
          1) Frend pp. 62-66 
          2) Epistle to Diognetus in Early Christian Writings, pp. 137-151
 
11/17 The Third-Century Church
          1) Frend, pp. 72-94 
           
+++++11/17--Term Paper Due+++++
 
11/22 Origen of Alexandria
          1) Frend (reread pp. 85-93)
          2) Eusebius, Book 6, chapters 1-39, pp. 179-209
          
TOPIC FIVE: THE GREAT TRANSFORMATION
 
11/24 HOLIDAY
11/29 Constantine
          1) Frend, pp. 107-143
          2) Eusebius, Books 8, 9, 10, pp. 256-333 (Skip Eusebius’ long sermon from p. 306 to p. 322)
 
12/1 Arianism and the Christian Empire
1)     Frend, 146-187
2)     Nicene Creed
3)     Handout of Imperial Laws
 
++EXAM ON LECTURES/READINGS SINCE 10/18, Wed. Dec. 7th 1:30-3:18++
9/14/05
 
