HISTORY 511: THE REFORMATION

Fall 2009, MW 1:30–3:18 
Arps Hall 387
Professor Karen Spierling

222 Dulles Hall 
spierling.1@osu.edu, 688-4115



Office Hours: MW 10:15–11:15 or by appointment 

Grader:
Daniel Watkins, watkins.337@buckeyemail.osu.edu 



322 Dulles Hall



Office hours: MW 11:30–12:30

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Protestant and Catholic Reformations were major movements in sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century Europe with far-reaching effects still felt today.  Religious arguments interacted with political concerns, economic fluctuations, and social turmoil to transform European states and societies.  In 1500, religion held a central and relatively unquestioned place in the lives of Europeans, and the idea of a unified European Christendom, though imperfect, could still be defended.  By the beginning of the seventeenth century, while Europeans as a group still believed in God, the influence of the Church and of Christianity more generally had begun to change.  During the course of the quarter, we will examine the religious ideas and arguments that burgeoned in the sixteenth century, the social and political contexts in which they developed, and the transformations in thought, government, and society that resulted.
At the end of this course, students will have

· developed their knowledge and understanding of key historical events, processes, and themes related to the European Reformation(s) of the 16th and 17th centuries
· developed their ability to frame historical questions and think critically about the significance of and connections among historical events and developments
· strengthened their analytical and critical reading skills, including analyzing both primary and secondary sources
· developed their ability to express their historical analyses and syntheses in writing and orally more clearly, concisely, coherently, and elegantly.
REQUIRED TEXTS
Denis R. Janz, A Reformation Reader, 2nd edition (Augsburg Fortress, 2008)

*NOTE: This 2nd edition is substantially different from the 1st edition of this text.
James Tracy, Europe’s Reformations, 2nd ed. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005)

CARMEN
All assigned journal articles are posted on the class website on CARMEN.  In addition, I will post lecture term lists there, as well as discussion questions for the readings, a copy of the paper assignments, and any other class materials you may need.
IMPORTANT NOTES

Please feel free to come and talk to me or to e-mail me at any point during the quarter if you have questions or concerns about coursework or about the world of history in general.  As noted below (p. 3) specific grading concerns must first be addressed with our course grader, Daniel Watkins.  But I am happy to discuss general questions about class material or assignments at any time.  E-mail is the quickest way to contact me with pressing questions or to set up an appointment.  When you e-mail me, please be sure to put the course title in the subject line, to address the message to me directly, and to sign your name.  I respond to messages only when I know what course they are asking about and who sent them.
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know immediately so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office for Disability Services, located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND GRADING
Attendance and Participation
I will take attendance regularly and will expect you to be present at lecture and prepared to participate in general class discussions of the assigned readings and lecture material.    Your participation grade will be based on your presence in class, your performance on brief reading quizzes (see “Quizzes” below, p. 4), and your active participation in class discussions demonstrating your completion of the assigned readings and your understanding of the lecture material.  For each class I will post discussion questions ahead of time on CARMEN.  I will expect you to be prepared to answer the assigned questions as a starting point for our class discussions.
Submission of Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. You must complete all assignments.  Failure to complete any one assignment (map quiz, paper or exam) will result in an “E” for the semester.

Late Assignments

Extensions will be allowed only if they have been arranged ahead of time with me and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter grade per day late (i.e. a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note the due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
Make-up exams will be given only in cases of serious illness or other emergency, and only when you contact me immediately.  If you know that you will miss an exam day for a university-approved reason (athletic event, etc.), you must contact me ahead of time to arrange another exam time.
Evaluation

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Map quiz




  5%

2-page paper




10%

Midterm Exam



20%
Final Exam




25%

8-page paper




25%

Class participation and quizzes

15%
Total





100%

Grade Breakdown

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Grading Issues
Daniel Watkins, our course grader, is responsible for all of the grading in this course, based on standards established in consultation with me.  If you have concerns about your grade on an exam or the paper, you must first meet with Daniel to discuss the problem.  If and only if you are still dissatisfied with the explanation of your grade and/or resolution of the problem after meeting with Daniel, you may then contact me to discuss the problem further. 
Quizzes

Over the course of the quarter we will give 12 short quizzes at the beginning of class.  The quizzes will be based on the assigned readings in the Janz book and the articles posted on CARMEN.  The format will be short answer (1 sentence or phrase), fill in the blank, and/or multiple choice, 5 questions per quiz.  You will be permitted to use your readings for the quizzes, but there will be a strict 5-minute limit on each quiz, so it will be important to come to class already familiar with the readings.  Your quiz grade for the semester will be based on your best 10 (out of 12) quiz grades.  Make-up quizzes will not be given (except in extreme cases of extended illness or ongoing family emergency).
Exams

The midterm and final exams will be in-class exams.  They will consist of a combination of term identifications and essay questions.  Students will have a choice of ID’s and questions to answer.  The final exam will cover the material presented from the midterm to the end of the quarter, with the exception of one essay question that will cover the entire quarter.
2-Page Paper Assignment
As practice and preparation for your longer paper, you are required to write a concise, 2-page analysis of your choice of one of the primary source documents assigned in the first few weeks of class.  Your goal in this paper will be to produce a close reading of the document, presenting as clearly and concisely as possible your observations about what the document tells us about its author, its historical context, and the historical developments to which is was connected.  I will hand out a detailed assignment with specific questions that your paper should address.
8-Page Paper Assignment 
As your main writing project for the quarter, you are required to write an 8-page comparative primary source analysis. Using three of the primary documents from the course readings, you will be asked to compare the sources in terms of the types of information they provide about the Reformation period, their usefulness to historians, the problems inherent in each type of source, and what we can learn when we examine all three sources in relation to one another rather than separately.
I will hand out a detailed assignment with more specific information.  No outside reading is required, but you may consult additional secondary sources if you wish.  Online scholarly journals are acceptable sources, but general websites are not acceptable sources for this assignment.  If you feel you have a compelling reason to use a website as a source, you must clear it with me first.  All sources for your paper must be clearly cited using footnotes (including assigned readings and any information cited from class lectures).  

Note on Grading Expectations for Exam Essays and Papers
Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk, Jr., called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument and/or organizing principle; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; has consistent problems with basic sentence construction; and/or does not address the assignment. 
Additional Class Policies
I will start and end lecture on time, and I will expect that you will arrive on time and stay until the end of class.  Disruptions—including late arrival, early departure, talking to friends during lecture, taking calls on cell phones, or text messaging—are disrespectful and distracting to both the professor and your fellow students.  Repeated disruptions may be cause for dismissal from class.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
Keep in mind: I will pursue any cases of suspected plagiarism and will report any academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Any student suspected of plagiarism may be asked to present his or her notes and rough drafts to demonstrate that the paper in question is the student’s original work.  If you have any questions at all about what constitutes plagiarism or about the consequences of academic misconduct, please come and talk to me before you complete the assignment in question.
RESERVE CLAUSE
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.
SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND ASSIGNMENTS
Week 1

9/23 
Introduction: A “United Christendom”—Medieval Church and Society


Reading:
Tracy, 1–29 


Week 2
9/28
Signs of Discontent: Desiderius Erasmus and Christian Humanism

Reading: 
Janz, 1-32 
Tracy, 33–46, 213–38  




CARMEN: 
Katherine L. French, “Maidens’ Lights and Wives’ Stores: 






Women’s Parish Guilds in Late Medieval England,” The 





Sixteenth Century Journal 29:2 (1998), 399–425.
9/30 
Erasmus and Luther


Reading:  
Janz, 63–84, 88–93 



Tracy, 47–55



CARMEN: 
Reinhold Kiermayr, “How Much Money was Actually in 





the Indulgence Chest?” The Sixteenth Century Journal 17:3 





(1986) 303–18.

Week 3

10/5 
Luther and the Growing Crisis

Reading: 
Janz, 98–113, 118–129, 381–86   

10/7  
The implications of sola scriptura: Fissures in Christendom
Reading: 
Janz, 163–82


CARMEN: 
Peter Blickle, “Communal Reformation and Peasant Piety: 





The Peasant Reformation and Its Late Medieval Origins,” 




Central European History 20:3/4 (1987), 216–28.

**2-PAGE PRIMARY_SOURCE ANALYSIS DUE**
Week 4
    

10/12 
The Urban Reformation: Zwingli and Zurich

Reading: 
Janz, 183–99  


Tracy, 58–71



CARMEN: Lee Palmer Wandel, “Envisioning God: Image and Liturgy in 


Reformation Zurich” The Sixteenth Century Journal 24:1 (1993), 21–40.
10/14  
Anabaptists: Division and Unity in the Holy Roman Empire
Reading: 
Janz, 200–14, 222–28


Tracy,  73–85, 239–60 


CARMEN:
Werner O. Packull, “The Beginning of Anabaptism in 





Southern Tyrol,” The Sixteenth Century Journal 22:4 (1991), 





717–26.

**MAP QUIZ IN CLASS**
Week 5
10/19 
Religion and Politics: The Holy Roman Empire and the Schmalkaldic League
Reading: 
Janz, 150–58 

Tracy, 85–95, 121–43 

CARMEN:
Carl C. Christensen, “John of Saxony’s Diplomacy, 1529–

1530: Reformation or Realpolitik?” The Sixteenth Century 

Journal 15:4 (1984), 419–30. 
10/21   Religion and Society: Women in the Early Reformation
Reading: 
Janz, 146–50, 228–36 
CARMEN: 
Peter Matheson, “Breaking the Silence: Women, 




     Censorship, and the Reformation” The Sixteenth Century 
  



     Journal 27:1 (1996), 97–109. 





Peter Matheson, “Martin Luther and Argula von 





     Grumbach (1492 – 1553),” Lutheran Quarterly 22 (2008), 





     1–15.
Week 6
  
10/26 
 MID-TERM EXAM IN CLASS
10/28  
The Reformation of Church and Society: Calvin and Geneva

Reading:
Janz, 245–54, 270–80, 297–305, 313–23, 402–405 
Week 7   
11/2 
 A “Purely Reformed” Geneva? 

Reading: 
Janz, 256–70, 323–28 
Tracy, 261–70 
CARMEN: 
William Naphy, “Baptisms, Church Riots and Social 





Unrest in Calvin’s Geneva,” The Sixteenth Century Journal 





26:1 (1995), 87–97.
11/4  
The Spread of Calvinism 


Reading:
Tracy, 108–19, 169–83 

CARMEN: 
Raymond A. Mentzer, “Morals and Moral Regulation in 





     Protestant France,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 31:1 





     (2000), 1–20.





Michael F. Graham, “Conflict and Sacred Space in 





     Reformation-Era 
Scotland,” Albion 33:3 (2001), 371–87.
Week 8  
11/9
Reform within the Church: Rome Re-visioned 

Reading: 
Janz, 377–80, 386–402 



Tracy, 97–108 


CARMEN:
Michelle M. Fontaine, “For the Good of the City: The 





Bishop and the Ruling Elite in Tridentine Modena,” The 





Sixteenth Century Journal 28:1 (1997), 29 – 43.
11/11
NO CLASS—VETERANS DAY

Week 9
11/16 
Spanish Catholicism: The Jesuits and Teresa of Àvila

Reading:
Janz, 425–34, 436–42 
   
**8-PAGE PAPER DUE IN CLASS**
11/18  
The Council of Trent and Orthodoxy in the Catholic Reformation

Reading: 
Janz, 405–24 




Tracy, 270–82 



CARMEN: 
Silvia Evangelisti, “‘We Do Not Have It, and We Do Not 






     Want It’: Women, Power, and Convent Reform in 





     Florence,” The Sixteenth Century Journal 34:3 (2003), 677–
 




     700. 






Gillian T.W. Ahlgren, “Negotiating Sanctity: Holy Women 






     in Sixteenth-Century Spain,” Church History 64:3 (1995), 





     373–88.
Week 10

11/23 
Religious Violence: The French Wars of Religion


Reading: 
Tracy, 145–53 
CARMEN:
Natalie Zemon Davis, “The Sacred and the Body Social in 
  




     Sixteenth-Century Lyon,” Past and Present 90 (1981), 40–





     70.





Barbara Diefendorf, “Prologue to a Massacre: Popular 





     Unrest in Paris, 1557–1572,” The American Historical 





     Review 90:5 (1985), 1067–1091. 
11/25
NO CLASS—HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Week 11

11/30
Religious Co-existence and Voices of Toleration 

Reading:
Tracy, 282–300 
CARMEN: 
Christine Kooi, “Popish Impudence: The Perseverance of 





     the Roman Catholic Faithful in Calvinist Holland, 1572 – 





     1620,” The Sixteenth Century Journal 26:1 (1995), 75–85.  





         
Marijn de Kroon, “Martin Bucer and the Problem of 





    
     Tolerance,” The Sixteenth Century Journal 19:2 (1988), 





     157–68.





        
Michel de Montaigne, On Cannibals (1580)
12/2
The Reformation and the Seventeenth Century

Reading:
Tracy, 153–67 
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, 12/8, 1:30–3:18PM 
1
6

