HISTORY 512.01: EARLY MODERN EUROPE 1600–1775 
Spring 2009, MW 2:30–4:18 
Journalism Building 375
Professor Karen Spierling

152 Dulles Hall 

spierling.1@osu.edu, 688-4115



Office Hours: Monday 1:30–2:30; Wednesday 11:30–12:30 or by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The period of 1600–1775 came amid major transitions in European society and culture and in Europe’s connections to the rest of the world.  Phrases used to describe different parts of this period include Age of Expansion, Late Reformation, Age of Religious Wars, Seventeenth-Century Crisis, Scientific Revolution, Age of Absolutism, and Enlightenment, among others.  Many of these different “ages” included times of great turbulence and turmoil, and all involved efforts by Europeans to better understand their own societies, their place in the world, and their place in God’s universe as they conceived of it.  Our goal this quarter will be to examine a series of select historical developments in order to gain a better understanding of how and why European society, politics, and culture developed as they did and how those developments affected Europe’s relations with other parts of the world.  To this end, we will focus especially on the following themes:  religious conflict and changing ideas about the relationship between religion and politics; increasing national rivalries and their political, economic, and social impacts; developments in the expression of public opinion and political and social critiques; and the changing nature of Europe’s relationships with governments, societies, and people in other parts of the world. 

At the end of this course, students will have

· developed their knowledge and understanding of key historical events, processes, and themes related to the Early Modern Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries
· developed their ability to frame historical questions and think critically about the significance of and connections among historical events and developments
· strengthened their analytical and critical reading skills, including analyzing both primary and secondary sources

· developed their ability to express their historical analyses and syntheses in writing and orally more clearly, concisely, coherently, and elegantly.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Miles Ogborn, Global Lives: Britain and the World, 1550–1800 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2008)
Walter Ralegh, The Discovery of Guiana, ed. Benjamin Schmidt (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007) 

Allan Greer, ed., The Jesuit Relations: Natives and Missionaries in Seventeenth-Century North 


America (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000).

Margaret C. Jacob, ed., The Enlightenment: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford/St. 


Martin’s, 2000).

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (Bedford/St. 


Martin’s, 2007).

CARMEN
Additional assigned readings can be accessed through the class website on CARMEN.  In addition, I will post lecture term lists there, as well as discussion questions for the readings, a copy of the paper assignment, and any other class materials you may need.  Please check CARMEN regularly for any class announcements, including adjustments in the reading assignments or class schedule.
IMPORTANT NOTES

Please feel free to come and talk to me or to e-mail me at any point during the quarter if you have questions or concerns about coursework or about the world of history in general.  E-mail is the quickest way to contact me with pressing questions or to set up an appointment.  When you e-mail me, please be sure to put the course title in the subject line, to address the message to me directly, and to sign your name.  I respond to messages only when I know what course they are asking about and who sent them.

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know immediately so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office for Disability Services, located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
Attendance and Participation
I will take attendance regularly and will expect you to be present at lecture and prepared to participate in class discussions of the assigned readings and lecture material.  Your participation grade will be based on your attendance in class as well as your active participation in class discussions demonstrating your completion of the assigned readings and your understanding of the lecture material.  Each week I will post discussion questions ahead of time on CARMEN.  I will expect you to be prepared to answer the assigned questions as a starting point for our class discussion.
More than two unexcused absences will result in a drop of a full letter grade for the “Attendance and Participation” component of your grade.  Every additional unexcused absence after the first three will result in another dropped grade.  A pattern of lateness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

Submission of Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. You must complete all assignments for the quarter.  Failure to complete any one assignment (map quiz, paper or exams) will result in an “E” for the semester.

Late Assignments

Extensions will be allowed only if they have been arranged ahead of time with me and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter grade per day late (i.e., a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note the due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
Make-up exams will be given only in cases of serious illness or other emergency, and only when you contact me immediately.  If you know that you will miss an exam day for a university-approved reason (athletic event, etc.), you must contact me ahead of time to arrange another exam time.
Evaluation

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Map quiz




  5%

Midterm Exam



25%
Final Exam




30%

8-page paper




25%

Class participation



15%

Total





100%

Grade Breakdown

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Exams

The midterm and final exams will be in-class exams.  They will consist of a combination of term identifications and essay questions.  Students will have a choice of ID’s and questions to answer.  The final exam will cover the material presented from the midterm to the end of the quarter, with the exception of one essay question that will cover the entire quarter.
Paper Assignment 
The study of history is not simply a matter of memorizing facts.  It becomes meaningful and useful only when students of history are able to present their understanding and analysis of historical developments in a clear and well-structured way.  One vital aspect of the study of history is the analysis of primary sources, our main evidence about historical developments.  In the interest of developing your skills of historical analysis and critical thinking about sources, during this semester you will be asked to write an 8–page paper comparing two of the following primary sources assigned for this course: Walter Ralegh, The Discovery of Guiana; a selection of the documents edited by Alan Greer in The Jesuit Relations; Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s letters in Margaret Jacob’s The Enlightenment; and Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative.  Your goal will be to use two of these sources to analyze and compare the ways that European society and culture influenced the authors’ views of the societies they encountered in other parts of the world.  The paper is intended to be a semester-long project that will help you develop your skills of historical thinking, critical analysis of sources and historical developments, and clear written expression of an argument.  

I will hand out a detailed assignment with a fuller description of how I expect you to approach the project and what kinds of questions your final paper should answer.  No outside reading is required, but you may consult additional secondary sources if you wish.  Websites are not acceptable sources for this assignment.  If you feel you have a compelling reason to use a website as a source, you must clear it with me first.  All sources for your paper must be clearly cited using footnotes (including assigned readings and any information cited from class lectures) and must be listed in a bibliography at the end of your paper.  
Note on Grading Expectations for Exam Essays and Papers
Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk, Jr., called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument and/or organizing principle; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; has consistent problems with basic sentence construction; and/or does not address the assignment. 

Additional Class Policies
I will start and end lecture on time, and I will expect that you will arrive on time and stay until the end of class.  Disruptions—including late arrival, early departure, talking to friends during lecture, taking calls on cell phones or text messaging—are disrespectful and distracting to both the professor and your fellow students.  Repeated disruptions may be cause for dismissal from class.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
Keep in mind: I will pursue any cases of suspected plagiarism and will report any academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Any student suspected of plagiarism may be asked to present his or her notes and rough drafts to demonstrate that the paper in question is the student’s original work.  If you have any questions at all about what constitutes plagiarism or about the consequences of academic misconduct, please come and talk to me before you complete the assignment in question.

RESERVE CLAUSE
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.
SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND ASSIGNMENTS

Week 1

3/30 
Introduction: Europe in the Sixteenth Century
4/1
17th-Century Society: Saints and Devils

Reading:
CARMEN: Andrew Keitt, “Religious Enthusiasm, the Spanish 




Inquisition, and the Disenchantment of the World” 




Ogborn, 16–46 
Week 2


4/6 
National Rivalries: The Thirty Years’ War


Reading:  
Begin Walter Ralegh, The Discovery of Guiana, 1–121; 136–140.
4/8 
National Rivalries: Expansion Beyond Europe


Reading: 
Complete Ralegh, The Discovery of Guiana, 1–121; 136–140.
Week 3

4/13
Competing Visions of Government: The English Civil War

Reading: 
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan excerpt at:





http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/hobbes-lev13.html 



CARMEN: Kathleen M. Noonan, “'The Cruell Pressure of an Enraged, 



Barbarous People': Irish and English Identity in Seventeenth-Century 



Policy and Propaganda”
4/15  
Competing Visions of Government II: Louis XIV and Absolutism in France
Reading: 
Duc de Saint-Simon, Memoirs excerpt at: 



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/17stsimon.html


CARMEN:  William Beik, “The Culture of Protest in Seventeenth-





         Century French Towns” 
MAP QUIZ IN CLASS
Week 4
    
4/20 
Competing Visions of Government III: Louis XIV and Europe

Reading: 
CARMEN: Steven Pincus, “From Butterboxes to Wooden Shoes: The 




         Shift in English Popular Sentiment from Anti-Dutch to Anti-




         French in the 1670s”



Ogborn, 78–111
4/22  
New Worldviews: The Scientific Revolution 

Reading:
CARMEN: Mario Biagioli, “Galileo the Emblem Maker”





         Excerpt from Galileo’s “Letter to the Duchess”

Week 5
4/27 
The 17th Century: A General Crisis?


Reading: 
CARMEN: Jonathan Dewald, “Crisis, Chronology, and the Shape of 





        European Social History”




        Geoffrey Parker, “Crisis and Catastrophe: The Global Crisis 




        of the Seventeenth Century Reconsidered”
4/29  
MID-TERM EXAM IN CLASS
Week 6
   
5/4 
Expanding Empires: Pirates, Priests and Politics
Reading: 
Greer, The Jesuit Relations, 1–69.


Ogborn, 169–196 
5/6  
Expanding Empires: Sugar in Your Coffee?

Reading:
Greer, The Jesuit Relations, 70–93, 119–35, 155–85 .



Ogborn, 230–60 
Week 7
5/11 
The “Enlightenment”: Origins
Reading: 
Jacob, The Enlightenment, 1–94
5/13  
The “Enlightenment”: Ideas and Discussions

Reading:
Jacob, The Enlightenment, 94–156, 177–201 
Week 8
5/18 
Creating an “Enlightened” Society
Reading: 

Begin Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative
5/20 
Putting Ideas into Practice: Abolitionist Movements


Reading: 
Complete Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative 
 



Ogborn, 261–94 


Week 9
5/25 
 NO CLASS—MEMORIAL DAY
5/27  
NO CLASS MEETING—WRITING DAY
Week 10

6/1 
On the Brink: Setting the Stage for the French Revolution

8-PAGE PAPER DUE IN CLASS

6/3  
Europe in the Late 18th Century

Reading: Ogborn, 295–328 
FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, 6/10, 1:30–3:18PM 
1
1

