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All students must be officially enrolled in this course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of  each student.

 

Syllabus

General Introduction 

 
History as an academic discipline might be simply defined as an attempt at symbolic "reconstruction" of past human experience on the basis of scrupulous and critical evaluation of what remains of that past.  Doing history therefore involves two theoretically distinguishable--but in practice quite inseparable--operations: the assembling of evidence from the "primary" source material and the use of evidence to support general interpretive statements about the past.  This is not necessarily to say that the operation of "research" precedes that of "interpretation," as if one were supposed to begin assembling evidence with no thought whatever of the purpose for which it was destined.  Like the scientist, the historian most often begins research with a specific question if not a full-blown hypothesis in mind.
Be that as it may, this course aims to engage you in both these operations although in a somewhat artificially separate form.  First, a take-home mid-term, to be turned on Oct 30, is calculated to acquaint you with the difficulties attendant on any and all attempts to characterize whole periods of time.  The period of time in this instance is the mid-to-late seventeenth century, and the attempt to characterize the very diverse developments of the seventeenth century parts of a "general crisis."  The course therefore begins with an attempt to define this "crisis" and then proceeds to specific pieces and examples of it, while your midterm examination, focusing on the same aspects and examples, will ask you to redefine and characterize the "general crisis" as you deem most fit or even, if you wish, to challenge the description of this period as one of "crisis" at all
Second, another short paper, this one due on Nov 25, is designed to acquaint you with a little "intellectual" history. Because in this case "primary" sources are readily available, this paper will differ from the first in being based on such sources, although it is like the first in exposing you to the limitations attendant on any attempt to characterize whole movements or periods.  In this case the period is the eighteenth century in Europe, while the characterization is of the intellectual movement known as the Enlightenment. This second part of the course therefore begins with your instructor's attempt to characterize this movement in very general terms, followed by an attempt to nuance and fill out this characterization by taking time and place into account.  Your papers, for their part, will focus on some particular figure in the Enlightenment (or some carefully limited texts in the case of very prolific figures), and will try to determine to what extent, if at all, these figures exemplify some aspect of enlightened thought.  
Finally, the final exam will ask you to say what if any difference the “enlightenment” made in political thought and activity in comparison to the seventeenth century.  It is due at 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 10 in my office at Dulles 359.
 
 
Book List
 
J. Bradley and D. Van Kley. Religion and Politics in Early-Modern Europe. Notre Dame
J. Goldstone. Revolution and Rebellion in Early-Modern Europe. Berkeley 
I. Kramnick. The Portable Enlightenment Reader. Viking           
Merriman, John. Modern Europe: From the Renaissance to the Age of Napoleon. Norton         
G. Parker. The General Crisis of the Seventeenth Century. Routledge    
 
Course Requirements, Due Dates, and Grades
 
Oct. 09: a short 1-2 page précis of Goldstone’s argument in Revolution and Rebellion, 1-169
Oct. 30: a 6-10 page take-home essay exam on the problem the concept and characteristics of the “general crisis of the seventeenth century” (a page being defined by a 12 point New Times Roman font with no more than 1-inch margins, top and bottom, left and right)
Nov. 04: a short 1-2 page précis of Goldstone’s argument in Revolution and Rebellion , p. 171-285
Nov. 25: a 6-10 page essay exam on a representative figure or group of texts from the Enlightenment   
Dec. 10: a 6-10 page take-home exam on the subject of what if any difference the Enlightenment 
made in the concept and conduct of politics in comparison to the seventeenth century. 
Regular class attendance: a penalty of half a grade will be imposed for every three class periods of unexcused absence, a class period being defined as each approximately forty-five-minute segment of a one-hour and forty-eight-minute class 

In calculating the final grade, the three major essays will count for 25% each, the two précis or quizzes on Goldstone will be valued at 10% each, and participation in class discussions will worth another 5%.  
 
 
                                        Schedule of Topics and Reading Assignments

The General Crisis of the Seventeenth Century

 
September and October (John Merriman, Modern Europe, pp. 3-353)
 
Sept 25: Organization and introduction; concept of “early-modern” Europe
Sept 30: Thesis “general crisis: attempts at definition (Merriman, Modern Europe, 1-34;
(Parker, The General Crisis, 1-56)
Sept 30: The religious component: The Augustinian revival: Calvinism and Jansenism 
(Merriman, 47-154)
Oct. 02: The religious component II: devout Catholicism and mysticism (same 
assignment)
Oct. 02: The military factor: the “military revolution” (Merriman, 34-36, 279-82, 316-23, 
458-62; Parker, 32-56)
Oct. 07: Religious conflict and military action: the Thirty Years’ War (Merriman, 55-77; 
Parker, 57-86)
Oct. 07: The political-constitutional component: the English Civil War, 1640-60 
(Merriman, 181-260, esp. 232-60)
Oct. 09: The demographic, economic and social dimensions: the English Civil War 
(Goldstone, Revolution and Rebellion, pp. 1-169)
Oct. 09: Another example: the Fronde, 1648-60 (Merriman, 260-98, esp. 274-89)
Oct. 16: Another example or two: Spain and/or Sweden, 1640-1656 (Merriman, 219-231, 
299-316)
Oct. 16: An intellectual component: the Scientific Revolution of the 17th Century 
(Kramnick, Enlightenment Reader, pp. 39-60; Merriman, 327-53)
Oct. 21: An intellectual component: European “discoveries” of “old” and “new” worlds 
(Merriman, 38-46)
Oct. 21: The climatic factor: the “little ice age” (Parker, 264-98)
Oct. 28: The artistic dimension: “court” vs. “country” in 17th-century art (look at the 
pictures is Merriman)
Oct. 23: No class 
Oct. 30: The General Crisis of the 17 Century: review and discussion
Oct. 30: From tragedy to comedy: a musical introduction to the eighteenth-century 
Enlightenment (no assignment)
 

Enlightenment, Religion and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe

 
November and December (Merriman, Modern Europe, 354-548)
 
Nov. 04: Toward the French Revolution (Goldstone, 171-285; Merriman, 354-98)
Nov. 04: The concept and character of the “Enlightenment” (Kramnick, Enlightenment 
Reader, 1-26; Merriman, 399-427)
Nov. 06: A French exception: religion and religious conflict in the 18th-century France

France (Bradley and Van Kley, Religion and Politics, pp. 1-69  
Nov. 06: The rationalist component: Descartes, Cartesianism, and Christian apologetics 

            (Kramnick, 75-80, 181-87, 202-08; Merriman, 340-41)  
Nov. 13: The empiricist component: Locke, Newton, empirical apologetics (Merriman, 
            337, 401-03; Kramnick, 39-51, 81-88, 185-87, 190-228) 
Nov. 13: The development of materialism and atheism: another French exception 
            (Kramnick, 96-174, 195-220)  
Nov. 18: Varieties of enlightened moral and economic thought (Kramnick, 242-306, 
480-505)
Nov. 18: Varieties of enlightenment historical and political thought (Kramnick, 395-473, 
515-41)
Nov. 20: Rousseau and Rousseauism (Kramnick, 134-39, 229-34, 333-36, 363-68, 424-
29, 568-79)
Nov. 20: Race and gender: the limits of Enlightenment humanism (Kramnick, 560-670)
Nov. 25: Enlightened absolutism: the case of Tuscany (Bradley and Van Kley, 46-
118; Merriman, 427-41)
Nov. 25: Enlightened absolutism: the case of Spain (Bradley and Van Kley, 119-52; 
Merriman, same assignment)
Nov. 27: Enlightened absolutism: the case of Austria (Bradley and Van Kley, 154-86; 
Merriman, 442-62)
Nov. 27: The case of Württemberg and Prussia (Bradley and Van Kley, 294-333; 
Merriman, same assignment)
Dec.  02: The "king in Parliament" and the formation of "parties" in England (Bradley 
and Van Kley, 187-253; Merriman, 462-80)
Dec.  02: Orangists versus “patriots” in the Netherlands (Bradley and Van Kley, 254-93; 
Merriman, 488-91)
Dec.  04: Toward the French Revolution: From religious conflict to political "parties” in 
Louis XV’s France (Merriman, 480-84, 493-508)
Dec.  04: Review and conclusion: Enlightenment or enlightenments? 
 
 
