History 512.04     Twentieth Century Europe, 1900-1950 Spring 05

MW 9:30-11:18                                           Beyerchen

 

     The purpose of this course is to introduce the upper divi​sion student to the major events and issues in European history from World War I to aftermath of WW II.  We will look at these events and issues from many different perspectives, with particular emphasis on broad political, socio-economic and cultural developments.  Grades will be based on two in-class, essay midterm exams (20 percent each), an in-class, essay final examination (50 percent), and class participation (10 percent, including quizzes).  My office hours in Dulles Hall 137 are Tu 1:30-2:30, Thurs 2:00-3:00 and by appoint​ment; my office phone is 247-6719; email is beyerchen1@osu.edu.  The office of Mr. Dustin Kemper, the graduate student grader, is Dulles 09, 292-2955; email kemper.34@osu.edu.

 

     The following books, available at SBX on North High Street, will be assigned for reading in the order listed.  Required reading:

 

  1) Textbook: Eric Dorn Brose, A History of Europe in the Twenieth Century (abbreviated as "B" below)

 

  2) Other works, in the order assigned:

 

Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring
Loren Graham, The Ghost of the Executed Engineer
George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier
Ayn Rand, Anthem
Lucille Eichengreen, From Ashes to Life
John Keegan, War and Our World.

 

 

	WEEK OF
	TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS


 

	March 29
	Introduction
	B ch 1; Eksteins Preface and Prologue


 

	April 5
	Tensions and pretensions before the War
	B ch 2; Eksteins ch I


 

	April 12
	The Great War Revolutions and Settlements
	B ch 3; Eksteins II-VII

	 
	 
	 

	April 19
	Democracy Amid the Debris
	B ch 4 to 166; finish Eksteins


 

	April 26
	The Soviet Challenge 
	MIDTERM I April 26; B 166-75; Graham


 

	May 3
	Economic Collapse and Its Consequences 
	B ch 5 176-92; Orwell


  

	May 10
	The Path to Catastrophe
	B ch 5 193-222; Rand


 

	May 17
	War Again
	MIDTERM II May 17; B ch 6 to 246; Eichengreen to 33

	     

May 24
	 

The Holocaust and the Collapse of the Third Reich

 
	 

B finish ch 6; Finish Eichengreen

 

 

	May 31

 

 
	The Debris of Two World Wars

 
	B ch 7; Keegan

 


 

 

 

	June 9 (Thursday) 
	FINAL EXAMINATION, 9:30-11:18, in our classroom 
	All of the above

 


 

 

 

 

 

Note from the Department of History:  All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Department Chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

