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History 514.02: Modern British History 1775-1920
Professor Chris Otter

Spring 2009
otter.4@osu.edu
Monday/Wednesday 1.30-3.18

Room JR 0300
Office Hrs: 222 Dulles Hall, Wednesday 10.00-12.00
Grader: Craig Nelson: nelson.574@osu.edu 

This lecture course provides a survey of British history, including imperial history, from the late eighteenth to the early twentieth century. It covers many dimensions of British history: political, economic, social, religious, medical, technological, and environmental. The central themes of the course are the rise of liberalism as a political and economic theory, the development of industrial and urban society, the dramatic growth of the British empire, the Irish famine and its aftermath, and the emergence of a set of ‘social questions’ – poverty, disease, irreligion – which liberalism by itself proved unable to solve. The course will explore how Britain and its governments attempted to generate economic strength while simultaneously ameliorating the ‘social question’. The tensions between economic freedom and social protection remain central to British politics, just as they do in America.
Course Organisation, Reading, Assignments and Grading

This is a lecture course. Since there are no sections, students are encouraged to ask questions during lectures. You can raise your hand while I’m lecturing if there’s something you want to ask me. I will also break from lecturing at appropriate points, and invite questions.
There is no required textbook for this course. Instead, the reading is composed of extracts from many books. Every lecture’s reading is available in advance on CARMEN. For those of you who prefer to read physical books, those held by the library will be made available on reserve. All reading should be completed before coming to class. 

You will be assessed in four ways:
1. Attendance, which is mandatory (see below)

10%

2. A mid-term examination, in-class, 29 April          
            30%

3. A final paper





30%

4. A final examination





30%

Detailed information on assignments is included at the end of the syllabus.
Course Requirements and Policies
Attendance and Punctuality. Students are expected to attend every class, on time, and not to leave before the end of class. I also expect you to stay awake during lectures, and a sleeping student will be considered absent. More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of 0 for the “attendance, in-class discussion and class participation” part of the course. A pattern of lateness will also result in a lowered grade for the class.
Submission of assignments. Students must submit all assignments on time. No extensions will be granted except in the case of documented emergency. Papers submitted late without explanation or justified excuse may be subject to a lowering of grade by one letter per day (erg a B will become a C). Failure to submit an assignment will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment. In addition to that, I will lower the final grade by a letter (a B- will become a C-, for example). Failure to submit two assignments will result in a failing grade for the course.
Academic Dishonesty. The work you submit to me must be your own. Any cases of plagiarism and cheating will be referred to the appropriate University Committee on misconduct. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Enrollment. In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Cellphones. Please turn off cellphones at the beginning of class.
*All students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.  Please do so by the third week of class. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/*
Class Schedule and Readings

Week 1

Monday 30 March: Foundations of Liberal Thought: Political Economy and Utilitarianism

E. Evans, “The New Political Economy and the Early Impact of Laissez-Faire”, in The Forging of the Modern State, 3rd Edition (London: Pearson, 2001), 47-55.

G. Scarre, Utilitarianism (New York: Routledge, 1996), 72-81

Karl Polanyi, “The Self-Regulating Market and the Fictitious Commodities: Labour, Land, and Money,” The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time, 2nd Edition (Boston: Beacon, 2001), 71-80.
Wednesday 1 April: Tories, Whigs and Peelites: British Political History, 1780-1850

Evans, “Liberal Toryism?”, “The Crisis of Reform, 1827-1832”, and “‘The Real Interests of the Aristocracy’: The Reform Act of 1832,” in Forging of the Modern State, 238-245, 256-274.

Week 2
Monday 6 April: Liberalism, Poverty and Pauperism: The 1834 Poor Law

Polanyi, “Speenhamland, 1795,” in Great Transformation, 81-89.

M. Crowther, “From the Old Poor Law to the New,” in The Workhouse System, 1834-1929: The History of an English Social Institution (Athens GA: University of Georgia Press, 1982), 11-29.

David Englander, “Inside the Workhouse,” in Poverty and Poor Law Reform in 19th Century Britain, 1834-1914 (New York: Longman, 1998), 31-46.

Wednesday 8 April: Industrialization, Urbanization and Radical Politics

Friedrich Engels, “The Great Towns,” from The Condition of the Working Class in England, ed. David MacLellan (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), 36-86.

Asa Briggs, “Manchester, Symbol of a New Age,” in Victorian Cities (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 88-138.

Evans, “The Politics of Pressure I: Chartism,” in Forging of the Modern State, 320-330.

E.P. Thompson, Preface to The Making of the English Working Class (New York: Vintage, 1966), 9-14.

Week 3
Monday 13 April: The Political Economy of Disease: Edwin Chadwick and the ‘Sanitary Idea’

Edwin Chadwick, “Recapitulation of Conclusions,” Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain, ed. M.W. Flinn (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1965), 421-425.

George Rosen, “Industrialism and the Sanitary Movement,” in History of Public Health, expanded edition (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1993), 174-204.

Dorothy Porter, “Public Health and Centralization: the Victorian British State,” in Health, Civilization and the State: A History of Public Health from Ancient to Modern Times (New York: Routledge, 1999), 111-127.
Wednesday 15 April: The Political Economy of Hunger: The Irish Famine 1845-1852

K. Theodore Hoppen, “O’Connell: Innovation and Ambiguity” and “Agrarian Crisis and Population Collapse,” in Ireland Since 1800: Conflict and Conformity, 2nd Edition (New York: Longman, 1999), 11-35, 36-65.

E.E.R. Green, “The Great Famine,” in T.W. Moody and F.X. Martin (eds.) The Course of Irish History (New York: Weybright and Talley, 1967), 263-274.

Week 4
Monday 20 April: Respectability and Progress: Mid-Victorian Britain

James Wilson, “The First Half of the Nineteenth Century: Progress of the Nation and The Race,” The Economist, January 18, 1851. In W.L. Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks: Sources and Problems in British History II (Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath, 1993), 164-168.

Samuel Smiles, “Self-Help, National and Individual,” from Self-Help, with Illustrations of Character, Conduct, and Perseverance, ed. Peter Sinnema (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), 35-57.

Asa Briggs, “The Balance of Interests,” in The Age of Improvement 1783-1867 (New York: David McKay, 1962), 395-412.
Wednesday 22 April: Sex and Gender: The Victorian Domestic Ideal
Sarah Stickney Ellis, The Women of England: Their Social Duties and Domestic Habits, (1838) extracts in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 172-175.

Lord Ashley, “Women Factory Workers,” (1844) in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 180-182.

Susan Kingsley Kent, “The Virtues of Liberalism: Consolidating the Domestic Ideal 1815-1848,” in Gender and Power in Britain, 1640-1990 (New York: Routledge, 1999), 155-177

Jeffrey Weeks, “The Sacramental Family: Middle-Class Men, Women and Children,” in Sex, Politics and Society: The Regulation of Sexuality Since 1800, 2nd Edition (New York: Longmans, 1989), 38-56.
Week 5

Monday 27 April: NO CLASS: STUDY DAY
Wednesday 29 April: IN-CLASS MID-TERM
Week 6
Monday 4 May: Railways, Telegraphs and Cities: Building Modern Britain
Wolfgang Schivelbusch, “The Mechanisation of Motive Power,” “The Machine Ensemble,” and “Railroad Space and Railroad Time,” in The Railway Journey: The Industrialisation of Time and Space in the Nineteenth Century (Leamington Spa: Berg, 1986), 1-44.

I.R. Morus. “‘The Nervous System of Britain’: Space, Time and the Electric Telegraph in the Victorian Age,” British Journal of the History of Science, 33, 2000, 455-475.
Martin Daunton, “Public Place and Private Space: The Victorian City and the Working-Class Household,” in D. Fraser and A. Sutcliffe (eds.) The Pursuit of Urban History (London: Edward Arnold, 1983), 212-233.

Wednesday 6 May: The Victorians and Religion
“The Religious Census of 1851,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 200-204.

Boyd Hilton, “The Rage of Christian Economics 1800-1840,” in The Age of Atonement: The Influence of Evangelicalism on Social and Economic Thought, 1785-1865 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 36-70.

Jose Harris, “Religion,” in Private Lives, Public Spirit: Britain 1870-1914 (London: Penguin, 1994), 150-179.
Week 7
Monday 11 May: Liberalism and Conservatism: The Age of Gladstone and Disraeli
William Ewart Gladstone, “The Case For Home Rule,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 250-253.

The Marquess of Hartington, “The Case Against Home Rule,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 254-257.
Benjamin Disraeli, “The Maintenance of Empire,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 271-272.
E. Biagini, “Introduction,” Liberty, Retrenchment and Reform: Popular Liberalism in the Age of Gladstone 1860-1880 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), 1-28.

C. Eldridge, “Prophet or Charlatan?” in Disraeli and the Rise of a New Imperialism (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1996), 1-12.

* STUDENTS WILL SUBMIT AN OUTLINE AND BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THEIR FINAL PAPER AT THE END OF THIS CLASS
Wednesday 13 May: The British Empire I: India
B. Porter, “An Empire in all but Name,” in The Lion’s Share: A Short History of British Imperialism 1850-1995, 3rd Edition (Harlow: Pearson, 1996), 1-27.

Timothy Parsons, “India,” in The British Imperial Century, 1815-1914: a World History Perspective (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999), 33-58.

Robin J. Moore, “Imperial India, 1858-1914,” in Andrew Porter (ed.) The Oxford History of the British Empire. Volume III: The Nineteenth Century, New Edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 422-445.

Week 8
Monday 18 May: Political Economy, Industry and Pollution: The Question of the Environment
Peter Thorsheim, “Pollution and Civilization,” and “Regulating Pollution,” in Inventing Pollution: Coal, Smoke, and Culture in Britain Since 1800 (Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2006), 41-67, 110-131.

James Winter, “The Cultural Landscape,” and “The City in the Country,” in Secure From Rash Assault: Sustaining the Victorian Environment (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999), 19-29, 166-188.
Wednesday 20 May: Evolutionary Biology, Social Darwinism and Eugenics
Charles Darwin, “The Struggle for Existence,” from The Origin of Species; extracts taken from The Portable Victorian Reader, ed. Gordon S. Haight (New York: Penguin, 1976), 519-529.
Samuel Wilberforce, review of Darwin’s Origin of Species, in R.J. Helmstadter and P.T. Phillips (eds.) Religion in Victorian Society: a Sourcebook of Documents (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1985), 384-393.

Thomas Henry Huxley, “Darwin’s Virtues,” (1860) in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 218-221.

Week 9
Monday 25 May: MEMORIAL DAY: NO CLASS
Wednesday 27 May: Fin de Siècle Decline? The Idea of Degeneration
Edwin Ray Lankester, excerpts from Degeneration, (1880) in Sally Ledger and Roger Luckhurst (ed.) The Fin de Siècle: A Reader in Cultural History c.1880-1900 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 3-5.

Andrew Mearns et al., excerpts from The Bitter Cry of Outcast London, (1883) Sally Ledger and Roger Luckhurst (ed.) The Fin de Siècle: A Reader in Cultural History c.1880-1900, 27-32.

Daniel Pick, “Introduction,” to Faces of Degeneration: a European Disorder, c.1848-c.1918 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 1-33.

Week 10
Monday 1 June: The British Empire II: Africa

Sir John Seeley, The Expansion of England, (1883), in Ledger and Luckhurst, The Fin de Siècle, 135-7.

Joseph Chamberlain, “The True Conception of Empire,” (1897), in Ledger and Luckhurst, The Fin de Siècle, 137-141.

B. Porter, “Struggles for Existence: 1890,” in The Lion’s Share, 119-153.

Wednesday 3 June: The Breakdown of Classical Liberalism: New Liberalism, Socialism and Feminism 1880-1920

J. S. Mill, “The Subjection of Women,” (1869) in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 185-190.
Winston Churchill, “Liberalism and Socialism,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 301-304.

David Lloyd George, “The New Liberalism,” in Arnstein, ed. The Past Speaks, 304-305.

Jeffrey Weeks, “Feminism and Socialism,” in Sex, Society and Politics, 160-179.
Susan Kingsley Kent, “Suffrage,” in Sex and Suffrage in Britain, 1860-1914 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997), 184-219.
* STUDENTS WILL SUBMIT THEIR FINAL PAPER AT THE END OF THIS CLASS
List of Assignments

Mid-Term Examination
The mid-term examination consists of two parts: identifications, and primary source analysis: 

For the identifications, you will be given ten terms or concepts from the first four weeks of lectures. You will select five of these and define them. Extra credit will be given for names, dates and historical context.
For the primary source analyses, you will be given four quotes from primary sources we have read for class (Engels, Chadwick, Smiles and Ellis). From these four quotes, you select two, and write a short essay on each in which you explicate the quote and explain its significance to nineteenth-century British history. You should aim at clear, succinct analysis, and you should pay particular attention to the language of the quote.
Final Paper
For your final paper, you can choose any topic from British history between the late eighteenth and early twentieth centuries. For this topic, devise a question you are seeking to answer. Then, draw up a list of sources you will use. Write a ten-page essay answering the historical question, which produces a clear thesis. 

Examples of questions might be:

What were the aims of the 1834 Poor Law and to what extent was it successful?
Why was Ireland partitioned in 1921?

Why did the British Empire expand so rapidly in the later nineteenth century?

In your final paper, aim to be analytical rather than descriptive. Try to answer your question in a balanced, lucid way, by presenting a thesis. This thesis should be clearly stated in both the introduction and the conclusion. All sources used must be appropriately cited. 
Final Examination
For your final examination, you will be given fifteen questions, covering all aspects of the course. You choose two of these and write a short essay answering the question.

