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	History 514.03
England in the 20th Century


Course Requirements: History 514.03 covers the history of Great Britain during the twentieth century, beginning for background with events and movements during the last decades of the nineteenth century. Students will be exposed to important ideas which have influenced the development of government and culture in both Europe and America, and especially to an examination of fundamental social and intellectual concepts. Through extensive writing (of examinations and, for some students, of term papers) and through class discussions, students will improve their ability to analyze social, political, and intellectual movements and to express their understandings clearly and effectively. British history is a particularly valuable medium for conveying comparative understandings. Enough like American history to seem familiar yet distinct from the American experience in very significant ways, the study of British history should considerably expand the student's perceptions about his/her own society and the human experience in general.

We will have two tests (30% each) and a final examination (40%) on the dates noted below. Graduate student tests will be graded separately from those of undergraduates, and a greater degree of familiarity with the supplementary readings will be required. Examinations will all be made up of a mixture of short answer and essay questions (no multiple choice or true false); the second test and the final will each include a medium length question on the social history book read during the 2nd third and 3rd third of the course respectively. In the second hour of the final examination you will also be required to write one long comprehensive essay, selected from a list of topics given out in advance.

In addition graduate students MUST and undergraduates MAY submit a short (6 to 8 page) essay written outside of class. Each student will be assigned a specific year and asked to survey one or more contemporary periodicals and write on one of the main political issues of that year. Our library is rich in British periodicals and newspapers, and you will have exclusive use of the periodicals you need to consult, so there should be no problem of availability of sources. Students planning to do this supplementary essay should meet with me by April 8 to select a topic and by May 20 to have outlines approved. Papers will be due on Monday, June 8. (For people doing the paper, each of the four written exercises will weigh equally in calculation of the grade.)

All course requirements must be completed by their due dates unless a documented illness or serious family emergency intervenes, in which case the students is obligated to get a message to me (directly or via the History department office or by phone) BEFORE the deadline. Makeup examinations will be given only during the regularly scheduled departmental makeup hours.

Assigned Readings:
T.W. Heyck, The Peoples of the British Isles 
David Reynolds, Brittania Overruled 
Robert Graves and Alan Hodge, The Long Weekend 
Arthur Marwick, British Society, since 1945 

Class Schedule:
March 30 through April 15 -- introduction, late-nineteenth century, the Edwardian period. coming of World War 1. Readings: Heyck. pp 1- 125; Reynolds, pp 1-37. FIRST TEST: April 20.

April 22 through May 6 -- World War 1, inter-war years, Great Depression, buildup to World War II. Readings: Heyck, pp 127-230; Reynolds pp 88-144; Graves and Hodge, entire book. SECOND TEST: May 11.

May 12 through June 3 -- World War II, post-war Labour government, the welfare state. decline of foreign and imperial power, Thatcherite changes. Readings: Heyck, remainder of book; Reynolds, remainder of book, Marwick, entire book. FINAL EXAM: June


