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France:  The Modern Experience, 1870 to the Present

This course will concentrate on analyzing the history of modern France from the advent of the Third Republic to the present Fifth Republic. We will examine this period from as many viewpoints as possible in order to gain an understanding of the major political, social, cultural and economic developments during the past century. Topics to be explored will include the founding of the Third Republic, the rise of socialism and nationalism, feminism and modernism, the two World Wars, imperialism and decolonization, and the place of French culture in the world. The course will include primary and secondary sources and a number of in-class films.
The class will meet twice a week, and each class will be a combination of lectures and discussion. All classes, reading assignments, quizzes, papers and exams are required. Failure to turn in an assignment on time will be penalized. Final grades will depend on regular attendance at lectures and participation in the weekly discussions (15%), as well as completion of the following: five (very short) in-class writing assignments (10%), one mid-term exam (25% each), a short paper based on the course readings (6-8 pp.) (25%), and a final exam (which will cover the second half of the course only) (25%). Students will be expected to have completed each week's reading assignment before the class meets.  Although the course requirements are challenging, students are not expected to do any additional reading or research beyond that assigned for in-class discussion.
These requirements are designed to help students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity, with specific reference to modern France. Students will develop critical thinking skills through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events and the analysis of primary and secondary sources. The various exams, papers and discussions will build the communication skills essential for modern citizenship and career advancement in a global world.
The following books are at the University bookstore. I have “starred” (*) the most important ones:
*General Paul Aussaresses, The Battle of the Casbah
*Michael Burns, France and the Dreyfus Affair
*Philip Hallie, Lest Innocent Blood be Shed

Hergé, Tintin in America 
*Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator
*Guy de Maupassant, Bel Ami
Charles Sowerwine, France Since 1870 (optional)
Multiple copies of all of the above are on reserve in the library. In addition, there will be required reading assignments on electronic reserve.  They are indicated in the syllabus by an (ER)

Course Grading and other Policies

Grading scale:

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

A signifies exceptional work, B superior, C satisfactory, and D passing but unsatisfactory.  All grading is progressive, meaning that the goal is improvement over the semester, culminating in an outstanding final exam. 

Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk Jr.( http://cstw.osu.edu/ ) called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; and has consistent problems with basic sentence construction.

Participation involves preparing for class, listening to your colleagues, and contributing to the discussion in process.  It does not mean showing off, monopolizing the conversation, or asserting your prejudices.  An A means that you have read the material carefully and that you are ready to summarize its argument, ask questions, and offer a critique; that you are attentive to the ongoing discussion and your colleagues’ contributions; and that your own contributions build on the discussion by making links, asking questions, or revealing aspects that have not been previously apparent.  A B means that you have read the material and are an attentive, active participant in the discussion, but that your contributions remain within the boundaries set by the materials, your colleagues, or common sense.  A C means that you have read the material, but that your contributions are occasional and out-of-focus.  A D means that you have only skimmed through the material, and that your contributions are either minimal or off-point and distracting.  An E means that you show no familiarity with the material, that you make no effort to contribute to the discussion, or that you continuously disrupt the work of the class as a whole.

Late papers and Make-up exams:   Students must take the mid-term and final exams at the scheduled times.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons.  The students should, if possible, contact me at least one day in advance, and present written proof of the reason for their absence (for example, an official statement from the Medical Center).  Without an official excuse, students will be permitted to take a make-up exam at my discretion.

Extensions for the paper are granted to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses, preferably at least one day before the due date of the assignment.  Papers that are received late without just cause or without a previously approved extension will be graded down by a full letter per day late.

Plagiarism, cheating, and or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is theft.  Please visit the website http://cstw.osu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails, you should see me before beginning any of the assignments.  Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760  Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Syllabus

Jan..  4  France in the Nineteenth Century


 Recommended:  Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 1
Jan.  9  The Paris Commune and the Early Third Republic

    READ:  Jeanne Bouvier, “My Memoirs” (ER)

    Recommended:  Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 2-3
Jan. 11   Peasants Into Frenchmen

   READ: Alice L. Conklin, “Colonialism and Human Rights” (ER)


   Recommended:  Linda Clark, “Prescribing values and Behavior” (ER)
Jan. 16    A Republican Empire?  


   READ: Maupassant, Bel Ami (part I, pp. 1-147)

   Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 4-5


Jan. 18  New Forces on the Left

  READ:  Maupassant, Bel Ami (finish)

  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 6
Jan. 23  New Forces on the Right


   READ:  Michael Burns, France and the Dreyfus Affair, pp. 1-68

   Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 7
 
  
Jan. 25  The Dreyfus Affair


    READ:  Michael Burns, France and the Dreyfus Affair (finish)
Jan. 30   The Road to War (Great War and the Twentieth Century)

  READ:  Len Smith et al., France and the Great War, 1914-1918, chap. 3 (ER) 

  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 8
Feb. 1  World War I:  the Homefront

    READ:  Joe Harris Lunn, “Kande Kamara Speaks:  An Oral History of the West African  Experience in France, 1914-1918.” (ER) 
Feb. 6  Mid-term
Feb. 8   The Roaring Twenties


 READ:  Hergé, Tintin in America 
Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 9
Feb. 13  The Divided Thirties


  READ:  Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator, pp. 1-27


    Philip Hallie, Lest Innocent Blood be Shed, pp.  1-73

  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 10-11
Feb. 15  Collaboration (Sorrow and the Pity)

  READ: Alice Kaplan, The Collaborator, pp. 27-188.
 


  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 13-14
Feb. 20  Resistance (Sorrow and the Pity)

   READ:  Philip Hallie, Lest Innocent Blood be Shed, pp. 73-200

   Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 15
Feb. 22   The Fourth Republic
                READ:  Philip Hallie, Lest Innocent Blood be Shed, pp.  203-293


    Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 16 and 18
     
   




       Robert Gildea, “Resistance, Reprisals, and Community in Occupied France” (ER)
Feb. 27  The Gaullist Decade (Drowning by Bullets)

  READ:  Benjamin Stora, Algeria, a Short History, chap. 1 (ER)


  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 20-21

  First draft of paper due
March 1  Postwar Social Changes 

  READ:  General Paul Aussaresses, The Battle of the Casbah 

  Recommended:   Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chaps. 19 and 22
March 6  1968 (Chronique d’un été and posters) 

Recommended:  Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 24

Final draft of paper due
 

     
March 8  France after De Gaulle:  a  multicultural France?

   Recommended:  Sowerwine, France Since 1870, chap. 28
