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	HISTORY 518.01
GERMANY IN THE 19th CENTURY


The purpose of this course is to introduce the upper division student to the major events and issues in German history from the Napoleonic era to the outbreak of World War I. We will trace the intertwined themes of economic industrialization and political unification, with considerable emphasis on the social and cultural context of both. Grades will be based on a take home midterm examination (30 percent), in-class quizzes (20 percent) and a take-home final examination (50 percent). Contribution to class discussion will be taken into account in the event of a borderline grade.

Required reading:
1. Holger Herwig, Hammer or Anvil? Modern Germany 1648-Present, pp.1-200. 

2. Heinrich von Kleist, The Prince of Homburg 

3. G. W. F. Hegel, Reason in History 

4. Hannah Arendt, Rahel Varnhagen 

5. Wolfgang Schivolbusch, The Railway Journey 

6. Erich Eyck, Bismarck and the German Empire 

7. Friedrich Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy and The Genealogy of Morals 

8. Rosa Luxembourg, Reform or Revolution 

9. Photocopies from Carl von Clausewitz, On War 

10. Photocopies from Fritz Stern, The Failure of Illiberalism 


Recommended for this course are also the following books:
1. Joseph H. Williams, Style 

2. Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments 

WEEK
TOPICS
ASSIGNMENTS

Sept 21
Introduction
Herwig to p. 39

Sept 26
Prussian Reform
Herwig to 73; Kleist; begin Hegel

Oct 3
Restoration and change
Herwig to 94; finish Hegel; Clausewitz

Oct 10
Social roles during the pre-1848 era
Arendt

Oct 17
Economic and political revolutions
Herwig to 114: Schivelbusch

Oct 24
Realpolitik and Bismarck's wars
Herwig to 128: Eyck to 187

Oct 31
The German Empire under Bismarck
MIDTERM EXAMINATION due Mon Oct 31: finish Eyck: Stern

Nov 7
The German Empire and cultural aversion to modernity
Horwig to 154; Nietzsche, Birth

Nov 14
Some domestic fault lines on the right
Nietzsche, Genealogy

Nov 21
Some domestic fault lines on the left
Herwig to 174; Luxemburg

Nov 28 
Weltpolitik and the course into world war
Herwig to 200

Dec 8(Thurs) FINAL EXAMINATION Due in classroom at 9:00 am.


