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Twentieth-Century Germany
The purpose of this course is to introduce the upper division student to the major events and issues in German history from the turn of the century to the present. We will trace the intertwined themes of politics, culture and society through a blend of lecture and discussion of assigned readings. Grades will be based on two take-home midterm examinations (20 percent each), class participation (20 percent) and a taken-home final examination (40 percent).

Required readings:

1. Holger Herwig, Hammer or Anvil? Modern Germany 1648-Present (denoted as "H" below) 

2. Mary Fulbrook, The Divided Nation (denoted as "F. below) 

3. Rosa Luxemburg, Reform or Revolution 

4. Georg Kaiser Gas I (Ungar edition, reproduced by Greyden) 

5. Peter Gay, The Weimar Years 

6. George Mosse, German Jews Beyond Judaism 

7. Joachim Remak, The Nazi Years 

8. Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men 

9. Hans Speier, From the Ashes of Disgrace 

10. Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann, The Spiral of Silence 

11. Petra Kelly, Fighting for Hope 

12. Marc Fisher, After the Wall 

For aid in writing good papers the following books are also recommended:
1. Joseph M. Williams, Style 

2. Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments 

WEEK
TOPICS 
ASSIGNMENTS

Sept 20
Introduction
Skim H Ch 1-4, read Ch 5; Bernstein (appendix in Luxemburg)

Sept 25
Weltpolitik and war
H Ch 6: F Ch l; finish Luxemburg; Kaiser

Oct 2
Democracy amid the debris
H to p. 256; F Ch 2: Gay

Oct 9
Dance on the edge of a volcano
H to p. 266: F Ch 3: Mosse

Oct 16
National Socialism and German society
FIRST MIDTERM due Oct 16; H Ch 8: F Ch 4: Remak

Oct 23
War, Holocaust and collapse
H Ch 9: F Ch 5: Browning

Oct 30
Occupation and division
H to p. 371; F Ch 6: begin Speier

Nov 6
"Economic Miracle" and Westpolitik
H to p. 377, plus 38393; F to p. 188; finish Speier: begin Nolle-Neumann

Nov 13
The GDR and the Wall from East and West
SECOND MIDTERM due Nov 13: H 377-83; F to 196 & Ch 8: Noelle-Neumann

Nov 20
From Ostpolitik to Deutschlandpolitik
H Ch 11: F Ch 9-12; Kelly

Nov 27
The turning point and beyond
H Ch 12, F 13-14; Fisher

Dec 7
FINAL EXAMINATION
Due in classroom at 9:00 am


