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Winter 2008

Professor Theodora Dragostinova
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Department of History



1040 McPherson Lab



348 Dulles Hall







Phone: (614) 292-1602
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Office Hours: 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 12:30 am-1:15 pm and 3:30-4:30 pm
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Course description:

This course examines the history of Eastern Europe from World War One until present times. Eastern Europe is treated as the area encompassing the Balkans and East-Central Europe, including the territories of contemporary Greece, Bulgaria, the former Yugoslav republics, Albania, Romania, Hungary, Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland. 

The course will focus on several discrete themes. First, we will examine the political situation in Eastern Europe after the establishment of new nation-states following World War One, paying special attention to the minority problems and political crises that the regimes continuously faced.  Next, we will explore the importance of World War Two for redrawing the map of Europe, unleashing the most comprehensive ethnic cleansing in the history of the continent, and paving the way for the communist takeovers in Eastern Europe. We will then turn to the socialist experience behind the Iron Curtain through the study of the party-state and nomenklatura, the show trials and the gulag, dissident voices and reform movements, as well as everyday life in socialist society. We will conclude with contemporary problems of transition to democracy and market economy after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and scrutinize the challenges of European Union integration that the new democracies experience today.
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required readings: 

All required readings are available for purchase at SBX and are placed on 2-hour reserve at Sullivant Library. Additional readings are provided through Carmen (marked with asterisk (*) on Class Schedule). All students are urged to print out hard copies of the readings as soon as possible. For your convenience, a hard copy of all the additional readings is available at my office, and students can check it out during my office hours to make their own copies. 
R. J. Crampton, Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century—and After (New York: Routledge, Second Edition, 1997). (ISBN-13: 978-0415164238)
Norman Naimark, Fires of Hatred. Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001). (ISBN-13: 978-0674009943)
Gregor Von Rezzori, Memoirs of an Anti-Semite (New York: NYRB Classics, 2007) (ISBN-13: 978-1590172469).

Heda Margolius Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star. A Life in Prague, 1941-1968 (New York: Holmes & Meier, 1997) (ISBN-13: 978-0841913776)

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern: The Revolution of '89 Witnessed in Warsaw, Budapest, Berlin, and Prague (New York: Vintage, 1993) (ISBN-13: 978-0679740483)
Course Requirements:

Three papers on assigned readings: 30% (10% each)

Midterm examination: 25% (4 February 2008)
Final examination: 35% (12 March 2008)
Participation and discussion: 10% 

Assignments:

The midterm and final exams will consist of a map quiz, terms to identify, and essay questions. A list of terms and sample study questions will be provided before each exam. Your final exam will include one comprehensive, analytical essay question covering all the material in this course. Detailed instructions will be provided before each exam.

The three papers will be on topics that I will distribute in class beforehand and will include critical analysis of the assigned readings. Detailed handouts will explain the questions posed in each assignment. 

Participation and discussion will be evaluated on a weekly basis, and I will allow plenty of time in each class for student comments based on the assigned readings and in particular the primacy source excerpts. In case students do not participate regularly, I reserve the right to give pop quizzes or essay questions that will be included in your participation and discussion grade.

Grade distribution: 

A: 92.6 and above 


C+: 77.6-79.5


A-: 89.6-92.5 



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5
 


C-: 69.6-72.5


B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5 

E: below 62

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course. 
Attendance:

Attendance is crucial for students’ good performance, and I will take class roll at the beginning of each meeting. Please note that you are allowed up to 2 (two) unexcused absences in this course. In the case of a legitimate, University-excused absence, please provide me with proper documentation. After your 2-absence limit, I will reduce your final grade by 2 (two) points for each absence incurred without a legitimate reason. 

Make-Ups and Late Assignments: 

You need to have a legitimate reason to take a make-up exam and you should provide me with the necessary documentation that verifies the University-excused reason for your absence as soon as possible. In case that you do not provide documentation, I will allow you to take the make-up but I will reduce your exam grade by 10 points. Make-ups should be taken within two weeks, except in very grave circumstances.

All assignments are due during the designated class period, and each student should bring a paper copy to hand in during class; I will not accept emailed assignments for any reason. You can submit a late paper only if you provide me with proper documentation that confirms the University-excused reason for the late submission.
Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate all reported cases of student academic misconduct. Academic Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating on exams, unauthorized collaboration with other students, alteration of grades, and fraudulent medical excuses. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

For the purposes of this class, it is extremely important that you know what plagiarism involves. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. For additional information, please visit the following website http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

Class Schedule:
F, 01/04

Eastern Europe on the Eve of the Great War

M, 01/07

WWI and Postwar Settlements

Readings: Crampton, ch. 1

***Start reading von Rezzori, Memoirs of an Anti-Semite***

W, 01/09

Refugees: The Realities of “Ethnic Unmixing”

Readings: Naimark, Fires of Hatred, Introduction and ch. 1
*Rogers Brubaker, “The Aftermath of Empire and the Unmixing of Peoples” in von Hagen, After Empire, 155-180. (Carmen)
M, 01/14

New and Old Countries: Interwar Political Structures

Readings: Crampton, ch. 2, ch. 3 (39-51), ch. 4 (57-70); ch. 5 (78-88); ch. 7 (107-113), ch. 8 (119-125), ch. 9 (130-137)

W, 01/16

Minorities: Self-Determination Questioned

Readings: *Rogers Brubaker, “Nationalizing States in the Old ‘New Europe’ – and the New,” in Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed: Nationhood and the National Question in the New Europe, 79-106. (Carmen)
*Tara Zahra, “Reclaiming Children for the Nation: Germanization, National Ascription, and Democracy in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1945” Central European History 37(4): 501-543. (Carmen)
*Theodora Dragostinova, “Speaking National: Nationalizing the Greeks of Bulgaria, 1900-1939” Slavic Review 67(1), Spring 2008. (Carmen)
M, NO CLASS. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY
W, 01/23

The Jewish Question 
Readings: von Rezzori, Memoirs of an Anti-Semite.
* D. Bergen, “The Nazi Concept of ‘Voksdeutsche’ and the Exacerbation of Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe, 1939-1945,” Journal of Contemporary History 29 (4), 1994: 569-582. (Carmen)
***Paper One Due***

M, 01/28

The Right Turn in Eastern Europe

Readings: Crampton, ch. 11, ch. 3 (51-56); ch. 4 (70-77); ch. 5 (89-94); ch. 7 (113-118); ch. 8 (126-129), ch. 9 (138-143)
*Constantin Iordachi, “ Charisma, Religion and Ideology: Romania’s Interwar Legion of the Archangel Michael,” in Lampe and Mazower, Ideologies and National Identities, 19-53. (Carmen)
Movie: Unforgettable Summer (excerpts)
W, 01/30

WII and the Holocaust

Readings: Crampton, ch. 12

Naimark, Fires of Hatred, ch. 2
* Jan Gross, “Neighbors: Annals of War,” The New Yorker (March 12, 2001), 64-77. (Carmen)
***Review for midterm exam. Come prepared to ask questions!***
***M, 02/04. Midterm***
W, 02/06
Ethnic Cleansing and Redrawing the Borders of Postwar Central Europe 
Readings: Naimark, Fires of Hatred, ch. 4

* “The Percentage Agreement,” “The Truman Doctrine,” and Andrei Zhdanov, “The Two-Camp Policy.” (Carmen)
***Start reading Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star***
M, 02/11

The Communist Takeover

Readings: Crampton, ch. 13 and 14

* Bradley Abrams, “The Second World War and the East European Revolution,” East European Politics and Societies 16 (3), Fall 2002: 623-64. (Carmen)
W, 02/13

Stalinism and Dissent

Readings: Crampton, ch. 15

Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star
***Paper Two Due***

M, 02/18

Destalinization and Reformed Socialism
Readings: Crampton, ch. 16, 17, and 18

*Milovan Djilas, “The New Class.” (Carmen)
* Imre Nagy, “Reform Communism.” (Carmen)
***Start reading Ash, The Magic Lantern***
W, 02/20

Everyday Life under Socialism

Readings: *Slavenka Drakulic, How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed (excerpts on Carmen)
*Mary Neuburger, “Veils, Shalvari, and Matters of Dress: Unraveling the Fabric of Women’s Lives in Communist Bulgaria,” in Reid and Crowley,  Style and Socialism, 169-187. (Carmen) 

* Paulina Bren, “Weekend Getaways: The Chata, the Tramp, and the Politics of Everyday Life in post-1968 Czechoslovakia,” in Reid and Crowley, Socialist Spaces, 123-140. (Carmen)
M, 02/25

The Decline of Socialism
Readings: Crampton, ch. 19, 20 and 21

* Vaclav Havel, “The Power of the Powerless,” Pope John Paul II, “Speech in Warsaw,” and Adam Michnik, “Letter from the Gdansk Prison.” (Carmen)
W, 02/27

The Fall of the Socialist Regimes 

Readings: Crampton, ch. 22

Ash, The Magic Lantern
***Paper Three Due***

M, 03/03

The Yugoslav Wars

Readings: Crampton, ch. 23 (sections on Yugoslav republics)

Naimark, Fires of Hatred, ch. 5 and Conclusion
Movie: Before the Rain (excerpts)
W, 03/05

Post-socialist Dilemmas 
Readings: Crampton, ch. 23 (the rest of the chapter)
*Slavenka Drakulic, Café Europe (excerpts on Carmen)

* Maria Todorova, “Hierarchies of Eastern Europe: East Central Europe versus the Balkans,” South East European Monitor, 1995: 1-34. (Carmen)
***Review for final exam. Come prepared to ask questions!***
***FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, 12 March 2008, 1:30-3:18 PM***
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