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This course examines the history of Eastern Europe from the Ottoman conquests in the Balkan Peninsula, through the encounter between the Ottoman and Habsburg Empires in the early modern period, to the creation of the modern nation-states in Eastern Europe at the end of World War One. We will treat Eastern Europe as the area encompassing the Balkans and East-Central Europe, examining the historical developments in the territories that currently comprise Greece, Bulgaria, the former Yugoslavia, Albania, Romania, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland. 

The course will compare the political structures and social organizations of the Ottoman and Habsburg Empires, paying special attention to the interaction between the two imperial states in the early modern period. We will scrutinize the various ethnic, linguistic and religious groups that inhabited these empires, and chart the emergence of ideologies and political movements for national emancipation among their peoples. From wars to revolutions to reforms, we will explore the emergence of new nation-states in the Balkans and the implementation of political compromises in East-Central Europe in the nineteenth century. We will dissect the political systems, social relations, and patterns of economic development in the area, paying special attention to the question of backwardness. We will analyze the importance of intellectuals in mapping the nation, examine the mechanisms for the national mobilization of the masses, and study the role of commemorations, monuments, and history in the national movements. We will conclude with the Balkan Wars, World War One, and the postwar settlements that created the borders of contemporary Eastern Europe. 

Required readings: 

All required readings are available for purchase at SBX only and are placed on 2-hour reserve at Sullivan Library. Additional readings will be provided through Carmen (marked as “Carmen” on Class Schedule).

Donald Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005). 

Charles Ingrao, The Habsburg Monarchy, 1618-1815 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000). 

Ivan Berend, History Derailed: Central and Eastern Europe in the Long Nineteenth Century (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003).
Maria Bucur and Nancy Wingfield, eds., Staging the Past: The Politics of Commemoration in Habsburg Central Europe, 1848 to the Present (West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 2001). 
The Turkish Letters of Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq, Imperial Ambassador at Constantinople, 1554-1562, Edward Forster, trans. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005). 

Ivo Andric, The Bridge On the Drina (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1977). 
We will also see the movie Pascali’s Island.

Course Requirements:

First paper (Thursday, October 4): 15% 

Midterm examination (Thursday, October 18): 25% 

Second paper (Tuesday, November 13): 15% 

Final examination (Wednesday, December 5): 35% 

Participation and discussion: 10% 

Assignments:

The midterm and final exams will consist of a map quiz, terms to identify, and essay questions. A list of terms and sample study questions will be provided before each exam. You final exam will also include one comprehensive, analytical essay question that will cover all the material in this course. Detailed instructions will be provided before each exam.

The two 3-page papers will be on topics that I will distribute in class beforehand, and will include critical and detailed analysis of the two assigned novels.

Participation and discussion will be evaluated on a weekly basis, and I will allow plenty of time in each class for student comments based on the assigned readings. In case students do not participate regularly, I reserve the right to give pop-up quizzes or essay questions that will be included in your participation and discussion grade.

Grade distribution: 

A: 92.6 and above 


C+: 77.6-79.5


A-: 89.6-92.5 



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5
 


C-: 69.6-72.5


B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5 

E: below 62

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course. 
Attendance:

Attendance is required in this course, and I will take class roll at the beginning of each meeting. Please note that you are allowed up to 2 (two) unexcused absences in this course. In the case of a legitimate, University-excused absence, please provide me with proper documentation, including a telephone number for verification. After your 2-absence limit, I will reduce your final grade by 2 (two) points for each absence incurred without a legitimate reason. 

Make-Ups and Late Assignments: 

You need to have a legitimate reason to take a make-up exam and you should provide me with the necessary documentation that verifies the University-excused reason for your absence as soon as possible. In case that you do not provide documentation, I will allow you to take the make-up but I will reduce your exam grade by 10 points. Make-ups should be taken within two weeks, except in very grave circumstances.

All assignments are due during the designated class period, and each student should bring a paper copy to hand in during class; I will not accept emailed assignments for any reason. You can submit a late paper only if you provide me with proper documentation that confirms the University-excused reason for the late submission. 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate all reported cases of student academic misconduct. Academic Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating on exams, unauthorized collaboration with other students, alteration of grades, and fraudulent medical excuses. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

For the purposes of this class, it is extremely important that you know what plagiarism involves. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. For additional information, please visit the following website http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Class Schedule:
R, 09/20. Introduction: Empires and Nations in Eastern Europe

PART ONE. EMPIRES

T, 09/25. Ottoman Origins and the Conquests in Europe 

Readings: 

Quataert, 13-34

Stephen Runciman, The Fall of Constantinople (Carmen)
Discussion: Constantinople/Istanbul

***Start reading Busbecq, Turkish Letters. First paper due in ten days***
R, 09/27. The Classic Institutions of the Ottoman Empire

Readings: 

Quataert, 89-100

Halil Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire: The Classic Age, 76-120 (Carmen)

Recommended: Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire, 1300-1650: The Structure of Power (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004).
T, 10/02. Habsburg Origins and Political Structure 

Readings: 

Ingrao, 1-64

Recommended: Robert Kann, A History of the Habsburg Empire, 1526-1918 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980).
R, 10/04. Imperial Encounters: Habsburg-Ottoman Wars and the Sieges of Vienna

Readings: 

Ingrao, 64-67; 71-83

Busbecq, Turkish Letters (entire)

Discussion: Turkish Letters 

Recommended: John Stoye, The Siege of Vienna (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2000).

***First Paper Due in Class***

T, 10/09. Habsburg Political Integration and Social Relations

Readings: 

Ingrao, 67-71; 83-149

Discussion: Integration by force?

R, 10/11. Crises and Reforms in the Ottoman Empire

Readings: 

Quataert, ch. 3-5 (37-51; 54-68; 74-85)

Recommended: Peter Sugar, Southeastern Europe Under Ottoman Rule, 1354-1804 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1977).
T, 10/16. Reforms and Enlightened Absolutism in the Habsburg Realms

Readings: 

Ingrao, 150-219 (skim 220-242)

Recommended: Jean Berenger, History of the Habsburg Empire, 1700-1918 (London: Longman, 1997).
R, 10/18

*** Midterm Exam***

PART TWO. NATIONS

T, 10/23. The Origins of Nationalism

Readings: 

Berend, pp. 1-4 and ch. 2

“Introduction” and King in Staging the Past (1-9; 112-152)

Discussion: The Nation, Old or New?

Recommended: Peter Sugar and Ivo Lederer, eds., Nationalism in Eastern Europe (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1994); Geoff Eley and Ronald G. Suny, eds., Becoming National. A Reader (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996).

***Start reading Andric, The Bridge on the Drina. First discussion in ten days***

R, 10/25. The First Nation-States in the Balkans, 1804-1878

Readings: 

Berend, ch. 3 (119-134)

Victor Roudometof, “From Rum Millet to Greek Nation” (Carmen)

Stevan Pavlowitch, The Balkans, 1804-1945 (excerpts) (Carmen)
Ivan Vazov, Under the Yoke (Carmen)

Discussion: The Nation in an Ottoman Village. Discussion of Vazov

Recommended: Charles and Barbara Jelavich, The Establishment of the Balkan National States, 1804-1920 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997).
T, 10/30. Revolutions and Compromises in the Habsburg Empire, 1815-1868

Readings: 

Berend, ch. 3 (89-119)

Barbara Jelavich, Modern Austria. Empire and Republic, 29-72 (Carmen)

Jeremy King, Budweisers into Czechs and Germans, ch. 1 (15-47) (Carmen)
Discussion: The Nation in a Habsburg Town. Discussion of King

Recommended: A.J.P. Taylor, The Habsburg Monarchy, 1809-1918 (Chicago: University of Chicago C Press, 1976); Piotr Wandycz, The Lands of Partitioned Poland, 1795-1918 (Seattle: University of Washington, 1974).
R, 11/01. Building the State: Political Systems and Institutions

Readings: 

Berend, ch. 6; 

Unowsky in Staging the Past (13-45); 

Andric, 1-112

Discussion: Bosnia under the Ottoman Empire. First discussion of Andric
***Continue reading Andric, The Bridge on the Drina***

T, 11/06. Political and Social Changes in the Ottoman Empire and Austria-Hungary

Readings: 

Quataert, 110-183

Ingrao, 242-247

Beller from Staging the Past (46-74)
Carl Schorske, Fin-De-Siecle Vienna: Politics and Culture, ch. 3 (Carmen)

Discussion: Could Reforms Turn the Tide?

Recommended: Alan Sked, The Decline and Fall of the Habsburg Empire, 1815-1918 (New York: Dorset Press, 1989); Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey (New York: Oxford University Press, 1961).
R, 11/08. Making the Nation: Commemorations, Monuments, and the Use of History

Readings: 

Cole, Stauter-Halsted, and Wingfield in Staging the Past (75-111, 153-208)
Milica Bakic-Hayden, “National Memory as Narrative Memory: The Case of Kosovo” and Diana Mishkova, “The Uses of Tradition and National Identity in the Balkans” in Maria Todorova, Balkan Identities (25-40, 269-293) (Carmen)

Discussion: Creating Nations?

Recommended: Pieter Judson and Marsha Rozenblit, eds., Constructing Nationalities in East Central Europe (New York: Berghahn Books, 2004); Maria Todorova, ed., Balkan Identities: Nation and Memory (New York: New York University Press, 2004).

PART THREE. NATIONS VS EMPIRES

T, 11/13. The Empires and the Eastern Crisis of the late 19th Century (1875-1908)

Readings: 

Jelavich, The Establishment of the Balkan National States (excerpts)(Carmen) 
Andric, 112-end

Discussion: Bosnia under Austria-Hungary. Second discussion of Andric

***Second Paper Due in Class***

R, 11/15. Movie: Pascali’s Island
T, 11/20. Economy and Society in Eastern Europe

Readings: 

Berend, ch. 4-5

Maria Todorova, “The Trap of Backwardness” (Carmen)

Discussion: The Issue of Backwardness

Recommended: Daniel Chirot, ed., The Origins of Backwardness in Eastern Europe (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989).
R, 11/22

NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK
T, 11/27. Descent into War: The Macedonian Conflict, the Balkan Wars, and WWI

Readings: 

Hugh Poulton, Who are the Macedonias? (excerpts) (Carmen) 

Jelavich, The Establishment of the Balkan National States (excerpts) (Carmen)

The Austro-Hungarian ultimatum to Serbia (Carmen)

Discussion: The Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum to Serbia

Recommended: Duncan Perry, The Politics of Terror: The Macedonian Liberation Movement 1893-1903 (Durham: Duke University Press, 1988); The Other Balkan Wars: A 1913 Carnegie Endowment Inquiry in Retrospect (Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1993); Mark von Hagen, ed., After Empire: Multi-ethnic Societies and Nation-Building. The Soviet Union and the Russian, Ottoman and Habsburg Empires (Boulder: Westview Press, 1997).
R, 11/29. World War One and After: Nations vs Nation-States

Readings: 

Berend, Epilogue

Quataert, 183-190

Bokovoy in Staging the Past (236-254) 

Excerpts on postwar settlements TBA (Carmen)
Serif Mardin, “The Ottoman Empire,” Istvan Deak, “The Habsburg Empire, and Rogers Brubaker, “The Aftermath of Empire and the Unmixing of Peoples” in von Hagen, ed., After Empire 115-141; 155-180 (Carmen)

Discussion: The Postwar Settlements

Recommended: Maureen Healy, Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004); Mark Mazower, Salonica, City of Ghosts. Christians, Muslims and Jews, 1430-1950 (New York: Knopf, 2005).
***Final Exam: Wednesday, 5 December, 9:30-11:18 a.m.***
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