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This course will explore Europe’s often brutal -- and always complex -- encounter with some of the peoples it colonized in the modern “Age of Empire,” and the many different ways in which historians have written about this encounter.  Special attention will be paid to the French, British and especially the Belgians in Africa, as well as European and African reactions to the devastating impact of imperialism.  Themes we will consider include the motives for European expansion; the emergence of new racist and humanitarian ideologies; strategies of resistance and accommodation to colonial rule; and masculinity, interracial unions, and fears of miscegenation; women’s roles in empire. 
The course requirements are designed to help students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity, with specific reference to the Modern West’s expansion into the rest of the world. Students will develop critical thinking skills through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events and the analysis of primary and secondary sources. The various papers and discussions will build the communication skills essential for modern citizenship and career advancement in a global world.

REQUIRED TEXTS (all available from University Bookstore, and on reserve in library).  I have starred the most important ones:
*Alice L. Conklin and Ian Christopher Fletcher (eds.), European Imperialism 1830-1930
Hergé, The Adventures of Tintin in the Congo
*Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost
*Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
*Chinue Achebe, Things Fall Apart
All other required readings on Electronic Reserves(on-line), and indicated as (ER)
CLASS REQUIREMENTS: 
· Students should come to all classes prepared, and participate actively in discussions.  The weekly readings must be completed before class.  
· Each student must pair up with two other students to lead discussion once during the quarter.  Leading discussion means preparing questions for the class ahead of time, which will help students understand the most important points in the week’s assigned readings.  Your group will then guide the class through the readings.  You may wish to use hand-outs or power point. 
· There will be three short papers due during the quarter and a longer final paper due at the end. 
FINAL PAPER

The final paper should be ten double-spaced pages minimum.  Your bibliography must include a minimum of six sources, and no more than two can be websites.  For the paper, you must choose one of the following options:  
1) Based on what you have learned about King Leopold’s Congo, choose another violent “colonial conquest” to explore in the nineteenth or twentieth century.  The point of the paper is to explain the excessive violence in its many forms (physical violence;  racist violence;  violence against women etc.); for this option I have placed on reserve books on some of the following topics:  colonial violence in general;  the Armenian genocide; the 19th century American war against the Sioux;  the British in India;  the My Lai massacre in Vietnam; the German massacre of the Herero in Southwest Africa;  you are free to identify another conquest on your own.
2) Based on what you have learned about the origins of Western protest against the atrocities of the Congo, choose another human rights campaign in the twentieth century to explore.  You could consider writing the history of anti-colonial protest in Great Britain, for example, focusing on Gandhi in India, or of the anti-slavery movement in the US or Great Britain.
 3) Consider writing a paper on some aspect of missionary activity in Africa during the colonial period.   
4) You may write a paper on the Belgian Congo, drawing upon Hochschild and Conrad but also the Roger Casement Congo Report (on reserve) and the documents in your copy of Conrad.  The point of the paper is to identify a particular aspect of Belgian rule that interests you and analyze it closely. 
5) Using Tintin as your inspiration, find some other examples of children’s literature that helped justify imperialism in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century, and analyze how this literature promoted imperialist ideas in a variety of ways.  Or write a paper comparing Conrad and Kipling, drawing on the documents in the Pearson edition assigned in the course.
6) Write a paper on a specific incident of extreme colonial violence at the end of the era of imperialism:  the suppression of the Mau Mau revolt in British East Africa in the 1950s.  For this paper you should compare two recent books (both on reserve) on the subject -- Caroline Elkins’ Imperial Reckoning, and David Anderson, History of the Hanged --  and consider why the authors have told the same story in two very different ways.  What do we learn from reading these two books together?  
6) a paper on another topic discussed in class, based on additional primary and/or secondary sources, and approved by me.  
Students must consult with me about their topics by the fifth week of the quarter, commit to a topic by the seventh week, and submit annotated bibliographies by the ninth week of the quarter.  
Final deadline for papers:   12:00 noon, Friday, Dec. 7 in my office (232 Dulles Hall).
GRADING:

Your grade will be based on the following components:

Final paper: 40%

First short writing assignment: 10%

Second short writing assignment: 10%

Third short writing assignment: 10%

Classroom participation, including discussion leadership: 30%

Grades will be computed on the following standard scale:

A+ 97.5% and above   B+ 87.5% and above   C+ 77.5% and above   D+ 67.5% and above

A    92.5% and above   B     82.5% and above   C    72.5% and above   D   60% and above

A-   90%  and above     B-   80% and above      C-    70% and above     E    below 60%

Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk Jr. (http://cstw.osu.edu/) called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; and has consistent problems with basic sentence construction.

Participation involves preparing for class, listening to your colleagues, and contributing to the discussion in process.  It does not mean showing off, monopolizing the conversation, or asserting your prejudices.  An A means that you have read the material carefully and that you are ready to summarize its argument, ask questions, and offer a critique; that you are attentive to the ongoing discussion and your colleagues’ contributions; and that your own contributions build on the discussion by making links, asking questions, or revealing aspects that have not been previously apparent.  A B means that you have read the material and are an attentive, active participant in the discussion, but that your contributions remain within the boundaries set by the materials, your colleagues, or common sense.  A C means that you have read the material, but that your contributions are occasional and out-of-focus.  A D means that you have only skimmed through the material, and that your contributions are either minimal or off-point and distracting.  An E means that you show no familiarity with the material, that you make no effort to contribute to the discussion, or that you continuously disrupt the work of the class as a whole.

Late papers.  Extensions for the paper are granted to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses, preferably at least one day before the due date of the assignment.  Papers that are received late without just cause or without a previously approved extension will be graded down per day late.

Plagiarism, cheating, and or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is theft.  Please visit the website http://cstw.osu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails, you should see me before beginning any of the assignments.  Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760  Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
COURSE SCHEDULE:
Week One (19 September)

Course introduction: European expansion in the nineteenth century
Stephen Howe, Empire: A Very Short Introduction, chap.1 (9-34) (ER)
Alice Conklin and Ian Fletcher, introduction to European Imperialism, 1-9
Week Two (26 September)

Theme: What is imperialism?

J.A. Hobson, “Imperialism” (1902), in Conklin and Fletcher, 14-20
Rosa Luxemburg, “Capitalism depends on the non-capitalist world” (1913), in Conklin and Fletcher, 29-36

V.I. Lenin, “Imperialism, the highest stage of capitalism” (1916), in Conklin and Fletcher, 36-43
Joseph A Schumpeter, “The Sociology of Imperialisms,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 43-51
Ho Chi Minh, “The struggle lies in the colonies” (1924), in Conklin and Fletcher, 51-53
First Short Paper Due In Class (3 pages).  
Topic:  On the basis of these readings, briefly analyze the different definitions of European imperialism in the modern era and its key characteristics.  End your paper with questions for discussion.
Week Three (3 October)

Theme: Genocide?  
Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost, pp. 1-100, 115-140, 150-181
W.E.B. Dubois, “The Color Line Belts the World,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 21-22
Week Four (10 October) 
Theme: The White Man’s Burden?  
Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost (finish)
Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” (1899), in Conklin and Fletcher, 58-59

Second Short Paper Due In Class (3 pages)
Topic:  Write a book review of King Leopold’s Ghost 

Week Five (17 October)

Theme:  Colonialism and humanitarianism. Student-led discussion 
Joseph Conrad, The Heart of Darkness (including documents following the novel).
Preliminary final paper topics due
Week Six ( 24 October)

Theme: The origins of human rights. 
Kevin Grant, A Civilised Savagery, introduction (hand-out) and chap. 2 (ER)
Alice Conklin, “The French Republican civilizing mission,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 60-66
Michael Adas, ‘The Machine as Civilizer,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 66-74

David Arnold, “Medicine and the Colonization of the Body in India,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 81-86
Third Short Paper Due In Class (3 pages)   
Topic:  What is the most important difference between Kevin Grant’s and Adam Hochschild’s view of the role played by Edmund Morel in mobilizing protest against Leopold’s regime in the Congo?  Why do these two authors disagree and who is right?

Week Seven (31 October)

Theme: The empire in Europe.  Student-led discussion
Hergé, The Adventures of Tintin in the Congo (1931)

Zeynep Çelik, “Displaying the Orient,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 141-48

Anne McClintock, “Advertising the empire,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 149-57
Timothy Burke, “Civilization, Cleanliness, and Civilization in Colonial Rhodesia,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 86-95

Antoinette Burton, “Imperial Travellers in Victorian Britain,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 157-165
Research Question Due
Week Eight (7 November)

Theme: The view of the colonized.  Student-led discussion
Chinue Achebe, Things Fall Apart
James C. Scott, “Peasant weapons of the weak,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 184-89

Adrian Hastings, “Christianity, Civilization, and Commerce” in Conklin and Fletcher, 74-81

M.K. Gandhi, “The disease of civilization” (1910), in Conklin and Fletcher, 22-29
Week Nine  (14 November) 
Theme: Gender, sexuality, and empire.  Student-led discussion.
Dr L. J. Barot, “Colonization through the bed” (1902), in John D. Hargreaves (ed.), France and West Africa, 206-209 (ER)
Ronald Hyam, “Concubinage and the colonial service: the Crewe Circular (1909),” in The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, vol. 14, no. 3, May 1986, 170-86 (ER)

Catherine Hall, An Imperial Man in Australia and the West Indies, in Conklin and Fletcher, 100-111
Frances Gouda, “Dutch women in the East Indies,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 111-117

Owen White, “Miscegenation and Identity in French West Africa,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 131-138
Annotated Bibliographies Due
Week Ten  (28 November)
Theme: The empire fights back.  Student-led discussion

Frederick Cooper, “Wage Labor and Anticolonial Resistance in Colonial Kenya,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 189-196

Julia Clancy-Smith, “Saint or Rebel? Resistance in French North Africa” in Conklin and Fletcher, 196-205

Benedict Anderson, “Imagined Community in Anticolonial Nationalism,” in Conklin and Fletcher, 206-212

Partha Chatterjee, “The Nation and the Home” in Conklin and Fletcher, 212-220

Final deadline for papers:   12:00 noon, Friday, Dec.  7 in my office (232 Dulles Hall).
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