	 History 530.01 


	HISTORY 530.01
HISTORY OF ANCIENT ISRAEL
Course Description: An investigation of the history of ancient Israel from its origin to the Persian period, with particular attention to the crisis in contemporary scholarship in even identifying ancient Israel and determining what constitutes its history.

Required Texts:
Gosta W. Ahlstrom, The History of Ancient Palestine (1993) 
Bible. Most versions acceptable (e.g., [New] Jewish Publication Society, [New] Revised Standard, [New] King James, New American Standard, [New] Jerusalem, New American, New International). Hopefully there will be a sufficient variety in the class so that the different features of various versions will become apparent during the course of the quarter. For those who do not own a Bible and who are unfamiliar with options available, See John Gottcent, The Bible as Literature - a Selective Bibliography, 1979 (Z7770 G68), or Joseph Fitzmyer, An Introductory Bibliography for the Study of Scripture (Z7770 F57 1981). 
The student is responsible for all handouts distributed in class, as well as all information discussed, even in his or her absence. The absent student must make arrangements with other class members to obtain notes or to be apprised of class developments when absent.

Objectives: By the end of the quarter the student will be able to:

articulate the essential elements of Israel's history from its beginning down to the Persian period, 
identify and evaluate the sources used to reconstruct that history, and 
identify the problematic areas of Israel's history along with evaluations of competing proposals for their resolution. 

Achieving the Objectives: Class lecture and discussion supplemented by assigned readings form the core of the course.

Measuring Achievement of the Objectives:
Quizzes 30%
One paper 25%
Midterm 15%
Final 30%


Expect quizzes every day, designed to review both the preceding day's lecture and assigned readings; should I periodically not give a quiz, do not be disappointed. No late papers or assignments will be accepted and no quizzes may be retaken if missed. Since absences are often unavoidable, 10% of all quizzes given will be dropped before computing the student's grade (if all quizzes are taken by the student, the lowest 10% will be dropped). Plagiarism is not tolerated, and the student is reminded to read about academic misconduct in the student handbook.

The paper will be on a topic selected by the student in consultation with the professor, written in accord with the Chicago Manual of Style, typed and double-spaced. The following should be noted:

The paper should reflect a thorough study of your topic. This includes an appropriate consultation of scholarly works pertaining to your topic. References should be made to the scholarly works consulted or quoted by you in your paper. A list of these works should be provided and appended to your paper. 
Papers that do not conform to the format of the Chicago Manual of Style (University of Chicago Press) will not be read but will be returned to the student to be rewritten. 

Provisional Course Outline (subject to modification):
Weeks One-Two - Background to Israel's Origins

Readings: Ahlstrom 53-216, Selections from Genesis

Topics: The sources (textual, archaeological); Relative and absolute chronologies; The ancient near eastern context; Stone Age, Chalcolithic, and Bronze Age Syria-Palestine; Genesis as a source (documentary hypothesis and alternatives)

Weeks Three-Four - Israel's Origins

Readings: Ahlstrom 217-370, Narratives in Exod 1-20, Numb 11-Deut 1-4, Joshua 

Topics: The Exodus; Israelite presence in Canaan; Treaties and treaty forms

Weeks Five-Six - The Rise of the Monarchy

Readings: Ahlstrom 371-542, Judg 1-24, 1-2 Sam, l Kgs 1-11, 1 Chr 10-2 Chr 9 

Topics: Judges, United Kingdom

Weeks Seven-Eight - The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah

Readings: Ahlstrom 543-803, 1 Kgs 12-2 Kgs 25, 2 Chr 10-36

Topics: Dual Kingdoms -- Israel and Judah; Judah's final century

Weeks Nine-Ten - Surviving without Autonomy

Readings: Ahlstrom 19-53, 804-906; Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai

Topics: The Exile; The Persian Period


