HISTORY 533.06
WOMEN IN LATIN AMERICA

TUES, TH, 1:30-3:18 p.m.

BAKER SYSTEMS 285

SPRING 2010

PROF. DONNA J. GUY

DULLES 210

guy.60@osu.edu
OFFICE HOURS T, TH, 11:30-12:30 and by appt.

The focus of this course is the history of women in Latin America from the Conquest to the present. Rather than look at each individual country and specific historical event, we will examine a series of concepts, institutions, and factors that have affected Latin American women, and, equally important, how women have reacted to and helped shape these experiences. The aim of the course is to introduce new ways to examine Latin American history through the methodologies employed in women’s history. It will deal extensively with the study of race and class, along with gender, as major categories of analysis. 

Classes will be held twice a week and will consist of lectures, films, and group discussions of required readings.  Each Thursday there will be readings discussions in which students will be asked to lead and  participate in discussions. Attendance is required, and students who miss more than 4 classes will be dropped. All students must pay their fees by week two.
There will be a thought paper, a midterm and a final.  The exams will be take home exams given out a week before the exam is due.  The thought paper will be due on the final day of classes and must reflect research that goes beyond the required readings on the origins of the gendered welfare state in Mexico and Argentina. You must use at least three additional books or articles to compose your paper.  Students must pick an aspect of these two books that relates to the historical relationship between women and children and the state.  Many possible topics are possible, for example:  The concept of women’s relationship to children in Latin America (you may focus on a particular group and a particular country); Women and the Family in a particular country; Feminists and Children in a particular Latin American country; Conservative Women in a particular country, The Welfare state in Latin America; Women and the Law in Latin America, etc.  Every student needs to consult with the instructor at least twice during the quarter: once to get approval for the bibliography and topic, and second to show a draft of the paper.  The paper, 10-15 pages double-spaced with a 12 point font, will be due the last day of classes, and no late papers will be accepted.  A guideline of how to write a great thought paper as well as a suggested bibliography will be posted on Carmen.  The Midterm will be worth 30% the Final 30% and the thought paper 30%.  The other 10% will be awarded for class participation.
Grades are determined by 100-95=A; 94-90=A-; 89-87=B+; 86-84=B; 38-80=B-; 79-77=C+; 76-74=C; 73-70=C-; 69-67=D+; 66-64=D; 63-60=C-; and anything below 59 is an E.
EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS
Students will be allowed to apply extra credit points (up to 8 points) to midterm exam scores or paper scores. Students can apply a maximum of 4 points toward final exam scores. Extra credit can be obtained by reading optional articles or extra books and write a 1-2 page paper.  One to two extra credit points will be given for a well written analysis of an article, movie, or visiting scholar presentation and up to four points will be given for a book report.  Students may rent or attend Latin American films which offer insights into gender relations historically. Examples of such films are Xuxa, I, the Worst of All, Miss Mary, Water for Chocolate, XXY, The Official Story, Evita, Central Station, Doña Herlinda and Her Son, etc. Students watching a film must write a 1-2 page paper analyzing the nature of gender relations and its implications for Latin American women’s history. Extra credit will also be given to students who read optional articles on topics related to the history of women in Latin America.  They, too, must hand in a 1-2 page paper explaining how the article added to their knowledge of Latin America. All extra credit assignments MUST be handed in by the last day of classes.
Students may also opt to give an oral presentation of 10-15 minutes on a topic approved by the instructor.  It must be given in a week where it will fit in, and students must give the instructor at least two week’s notice.  Students should prepare a power point presentation.  Students will receive up to 4 extra credit points for the presentation.  All extra credit points will be applied to either the midterm or the final, not to the final grade.

Plagiarism policy:
See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
 
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.  Remember that anyone who does not cite sources and quotes directly will be guilty of plagiarism.  Anyone who takes an idea (not a fact) from a source without stating where it came from will be guilty of plagiarism.
Disability Policy: All students with disabilities should speak with Prof. Guy immediately in order to work out potential problems with note taking, reading the assigned books, and taking the exams.

Required Books
 
Several books have assigned for this course and are available at the SBX and the 
OSU bookstores:

Socolow, The Women of Colonial Latin America
Ann S. Blum, Domestic Economies:  Family, Work, and Welfare in Mexico City, 1884-1955.
Guy, Women Build the Welfare State:  Performing Charity and Creating Rights in Argentina, 1880-1955.

Shayne, The Revolution Question:  Feminism in El Salvador, Chile and Cuba
ASSIGNMENTS
 
 
March 30, April1, Women and Conquest, Women and the Church in Latin America
Students can get 3 extra credit points if they attend Nancy Van Deusen’s talk on  Friday, April 2 at 3:30 at University Hall 01.  She will be speaking on The Real and Imagined Migrations of Indigenous Slave Litigants, 1530-1570." To get the full extra credit points you will need to write a one page summary and hand it in the following week.
READINGS:
Socolow, Ch. 1-3 
http://www.ancientmexico.com/content/map/index.html has an interactive map of Meso America
Optional Reading:
Irene Silverblatt, “Imperial Dilemmas:  The Politics of Kinship and Inca Reconstructions of History”

April 6,8 Marriage, Property and the State  
READINGS
Documents 1-3
Socolow, Ch. 4-5, 7

 
Optional Readings:
Margaret A. Villanueva
“From Calpixqui to Corregidor:  Appropriation of Women’s Cotton Textile Production in Early Colonial Mexico”
Susan Soeiro
“The Social and Economic Role of the Convent,  Women and Nuns in Colonial Bahia,  1677-1800”
Asunción Lavrin
“The Role of Nunneries in the Economy of New Spain in the Eighteenth Century”
April 13, 15, The Construction of Racial Categories, Imperial Policies and Social Welfare
READINGS:
Socolow, Ch. 6, 8  Discussion of Documents 4-8 
 Lyman Johnson
“Manumission in Colonial Buenos Aires, “1776-1810”

Ann Twinam, “The Church, the State, and the Abandoned”
April, 13, 15Women and Independence in Latin America; Women in the post independence state
READINGS 
Socolow, Ch. 9-11, 
Discussion of documents 10-11 
Arlene Díaz, “Vicente Ochoa, Dead Many Times, Gender, Politics, and a Death Sentence in Early Republican Caracas, Venezuela”


April 20-22 Movie:  Camila Law, Production and Reproduction   April 22 TAKE HOME MID-TERM GIVEN OUT
READINGS

Erin O’Connor, “WIDOWS’ RIGHTS QUESTIONED: INDIANS,

THE STATE, AND FLUCTUATING GENDER IDEAS IN CENTRAL HIGHLAND ECUADOR, 1870-1900”
Martha Abreu
”Slave Mothers and Freed Children:  Emancipation and Female Space in the Debates on the ‘Free Womb’ Law, Rio de Janeiro, 1871”
Carmen Diana Deere, “Liberalism and Married Women’s Property Rights in Nineteenth-Century Latin America”

Donna Guy,  “Women, Peonage and Industrialization in Argentina,”
Students must have a bibliography and topic for their term paper.  If you have not met with the instructor by now, you must do so by April 22
 
April 27, 29   Changes in Women’s Status in the Early Nineteenth Century 
Erica Pani, “‘Ciudadana y muy ciudadana’? Women and the State in Independent Mexico, 1810–30”

Sarah Chambers, “Republican Friendship: Manuela Sáenz Writes Women into the Nation, 1835–1856”

Shumway, “The Purity of My Blood Cannot Put Food on My Table”: Changing Attitudes Towards Interracial Marriage in Nineteenth-Century Buenos Aires” The Americas 58:2 2001), pp. 201-220.

 TAKE HOME MID TERM  DUE
 Optional Reading: Nadia Youssef
“Cultural Ideal, Feminine Behavior, and Family Control.”
May 4, 6 ;  Prostitution ; Sexuality and Reproduction 
READINGS:
David McCreery
“This Life of Misery and Shame:  Female Prostitution in Guatemala City, 1880-1920” 
William French, “Prostitutes and Guardian Angels:  Women, Work and the Family in Porfirian Mexico,”
Asunción Lavrin, Women, Feminism, and Social Change in Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay, 1890-1940 Ch. 5, “The Control of Reproduction:  Gender Relations under Scrutiny”
May 11, 13 Feminism and Social Reform  

READINGS:
“Feminism,  Women’s Rights, and the Suffrage Movement in Brazil”
Maxine Molyneaux, “No God, No Boss, No Husband: Anarchist Feminism in Nineteenth-Century Argentina”

May 18, 20  Women in nationalist and socialist revolutions  Women and Military Dictatorships
READINGS:
Sandra McGee Deutsch, Gender and Sociopolitical Change in Latin America  
Shayne, Intro., Ch. 1-2
May 25, 27 May 30  The Rise of Women’s Groups in the 1980s and 90s Women, Activism and Neoliberalism  
READINGS:

Shayne, Ch. 3-5

June 1, 3  Female Presidents of Latin America, Theorizing Latin American Women’s History
Shayne, Ch. 6

Caulfield, “The History of Gender in the Historiography of Latin America”

Take Home Final Exam will be given out on June 3.
Daniela Zapata, “Women and Discrimination”
June 3 TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM GIVEN OUT
Optional Readings: 
Elizabeth Friedman
“Paradoxes of Gendered Political Opportunity in the Venezuelan Transition to Democracy”
Carol Ann Drogus
“No Land of Milk and Honey: Women CEB Activists in Post-Transition Brazil”
FINAL EXAM DUE JUNE 8, 3:18, Dulles 210.

 
WEB SITES FOR LATIN AMERICAN WOMEN AND GENDER STUDIES

http://www.eurosur.org/FLACSO/mujeres
in Spanish, statistics by country

http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/hasrg/latinam/balder.html
a bibliography in English on sex and sexuality in Latin America

http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/women/
a master listing of web sites related to women in Latin America 

http://www.yahoo.com
do the same as above-this is a great search engine 

http://www.evitaperon.org/
the official society 

http://www.crlp.org//
Center for Reproductive Law and Policy

http://www.un.org/popin
UN Population and Development Program-lots of statistics

http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/GlobalGender/latampage.html
another site that leads you to additional web sites

http://www.thebody.com/
Search for HIV Latin America for comprehensive web site. 

http://www.prb.org/
Population Reference Bureau
http://www.agi-usa.org/
Alan Gutmacher Institute—all kinds of statistics on sexual behavior

http://women3rdworld.miningco.com/
General women’s history site with links to articles about Latin American women and Latin American Gender Studies

http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/GlobalGender/latampage.html
Bibliography on Women, Gender and History in the Caribbean and Latin America

http://chronicle.com/colloquy/99/menchu/background.htm
Rigoberta Menchu debate in the Chronicle of Higher Education-how accurate was Rigoberta’s oral history?

 http://www.planetsalsa.com/quepasa/frida_kahlo_self_portrait.htm  Great Frida Kahlo paintings and biography
