PAGE  

HISTORY 534.03

HISTORY OF MEXICO

Winter Quarter 2007      M, W 3:30-5:18

Townshend Hall, TO 247
Instructor:
Professor Stephanie Smith 


Assistant Professor, History
Office:  
Dulles Hall, Room 340
Office Hours:
11:30-12:30 Monday and Wednesday or by appointment
Phone:
292-6216
Email: 
smith.4858@osu.edu
Description:
This course in the History of Mexico is designated in the History Major as a course from Group A, (Latin America), pre-1750 and post- 1750.
Mexico enjoys a dramatic and exciting history. As such, this course will explore many dynamic events and ideas during the course of Mexico’s history. Several themes that will be covered during the course are: 1. The diversity of Mexico’s pre-Columbian indigenous societies; 2. The Conquest; 3. The complex relations between the Spaniards and the indigenous populations of Mexico; 4. The colonial era, including the development of colonial systems and labor; 5. The Independence movement; 6. The 19th century breakdown into chaos; 7. The modernizing “Porfirian” dictatorship; 8. The Mexican Revolution; 9. The rise of the country’s one-party state, the  Institutional Revolutionary Party (P.R.I.); 10. The post-1968 political, social and economic struggles; 11. Mexico’s ongoing struggles for just economic development, including the North American Free Trade Agreement’s (NAFTA) place within this struggle; 12. The continuing movement for inclusion by Mexico’s population, including the recent Zapatista rebellion; 13. Mexico’s border with the United States, including the movement of people back and forth between the two countries.


Throughout the course we further examine issues of gender and the role of women, race and ethnicity, and Mexico’s transcultural interactions and conflicts, including those with the United States. We will also enjoy Mexico’s rich culture through films, music, and art.
Websites: 

To download course outlines and extra copies of the syllabus:


http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/smith4858/

Grader and Assistant:

Cameron Jones
Offices Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:30am to 1:30pm


jones.2618@osu.edu
239 Dulles Hall
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:
1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity in Mexico and Mexico’s relationship to other countries. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the history of Mexico, and provide a foundation for future comparative understanding of other civilizations.

2. Develop critical thinking and the ability to analyze and evaluate diverse interpretations of historical events. For example, students will debate current events that affect Mexico today, such as the U.S.-Mexico border and immigration.
3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources. For this course students will utilize the book comprised of primary sources, The Mexico Reader. The document reader contains material from colonial times up to recent events.
4. Communications skills in exams, papers, discussions. Students for this course will be required to attend lectures and take notes, write papers based on assigned readings, films, discussions, and the texts. They will also be expected to participate in discussions and debates.
5. Acquire a deeper understanding of the factors that shaped human activity as it changed over time in varying geographical and cultural contexts. The course will take a broad historical approach to the history of Mexico, examining ancient cultures up to the recent presidential elections and student uprisings. We will also study different parts of Mexico to better understand the different geographical elements, such as Mexico City versus rural, indigenous areas.
6. Advance students’ effectiveness in oral communications and in writing historical arguments and documenting evidence to support those arguments. Students will be required to document their sources in their papers with proper historical citations.  
Assigned Readings

1. Michael C. Meyer, William L. Sherman, The Course of Mexican History, 7th Edition, 


Oxford University Press: 2002. ISBN: 0-19-514819-3.
2. Gilbert Joseph and Timothy Henderson, eds., The Mexico Reader: History, Culture and 

Politics, Durham and London: Duke University Press: 2002. ISBN: 0-8223-3042-3.

3. Matthew Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest, New York and Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2003. ISBN: 0-19-517611-1.
4. Matthew C. Gutmann, The Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico City, Tenth 

Anniversary Edition (Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-0-520-25013-0.

Grading: 

Attendance/Participation: 10%

6 Film Papers: 30% (5% each)

Midterm Paper: 30%


Final Paper: 30%

Grade breakdowns:

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62.

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.

Make-up examinations and late work: Make-up work will be allowed only in the case of a real emergency, and only if this can documented with an official written excuse. Do not ask for exceptional treatment.
Late work will be downgraded by one letter grade for each day it is late. Work that is four or more days late will not be accepted.
I will only assign an incomplete grade if you have suffered a debilitating injury or a life altering loss, which must be documented, and you have completed a significant portion of the course work. If this is not the case, you will be assigned the grade earned. 

Academic Misconduct
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).

For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.

See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: 

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Warning: Do not attempt to copy a paper off the Web and present it as your own work! This is plagiarism, and will result in an academic misconduct hearing.

The Office for Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

All information and documentation of disabilities will be kept confidential. 

OSU Writing Center: 

http://cstw.osu.edu.

Study and Paper Tips: 

( Do the assigned readings before you come to class. Overall, keep up with the readings.

( When writing your paper, keep several things in mind. 
1. Strive for good overall paper organization. Begin with an introduction, where you state your thesis and briefly tell the reader what you will be writing about. This is followed by the body of the paper, where you will present the body of your evidence through the development of supporting arguments. Finally, your paper should have a conclusion, in which you once again explain the significance of your question and argument. 

2. Strive for good paragraph organization. Begin with a clear topic sentence, which is usually short. Follow with material that either supports or elaborates upon the idea of the topic sentence. 

3. Make sure that your paper has a clear progression of ideas from one paragraph to the next.

4. Avoid lengthy quotes. These take up valuable space that is better spent on your own analysis.

5. Avoid contractions, such as don’t and isn’t, in your paper.

6. Minimize use of the passive voice. For example: “The war was begun by peasants” should be “Peasants began the war.” Passive voice makes your writing weak.

7. Once again, avoid plagiarism of any kind. 

8. Double-check to make sure that your paper is free of spelling errors, improper grammar, or incorrect punctuation.

9. Make sure that you use footnotes properly.
Class Assignments
Attendance/Participation: Attendance is required for every class, and will be taken at the beginning of each class. You are responsible for attending each and every class since your grade will be adversely affected by any absences. If you need to miss a class, please talk to me beforehand, and present an official written excuse when you return. This class is designed as a lecture and discussion class, and requires active class participation and discussion by every student. To participate well in class, you will need to keep up with the reading material. Your attendance/participation grade will be based on attendance, in-class assignments, and regular informed contributions to class discussion. 

*** Please feel free to express your opinion in a constructive manner. Part of the objective of the class is for you to learn how to coherently express your positions on a number of topics. While you may not agree with everything said in class, you must show respect to fellow classmates.

Film Papers: You will be responsible for writing SIX response papers over the films. They should be 1-2 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type with one-inch margins. Your papers should analyze the films in relationship to history. What were the strengths or weaknesses of the film? Did the film effectively portray an event in history? Did the film make you think or analyze the event? Did you find the film to be fair or biased in its portrayal of history? Overall, was the film effective in making you think or analyze an historical event?
Media Center: Central Classroom Building, Room 25, 292-3131.
Midterm Paper: For your first paper, you will analyze the various commonly-held beliefs of the Mexican Conquest as outlined in Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest and our primary sources on the Conquest in the Mexican Reader. What are the sources that historians use to analyze the Conquest? Did Prof. Matthew Restall effectively make his argument on all seven myths? Which of his arguments on the myths did you find most or least convincing? What are the “mistakes” that historians commonly make concerning the Conquest? Or are these mistakes? How do these accounts differ from our texts or what you have previously learned about the Conquest? Your paper should be 8-10 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. If you quote or paraphrase, you should properly cite the work with a foot- or endnote or with an in-text citation. However, you should avoid lengthy quotes. We will talk more about the paper in class.
For more information see:
10-minute Quicktime WPSX interview on Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest: http://restall.takenote.psu.edu; 

18-minute podcast on the book: http://www3.la.psu.edu/las/graphics/7M-Master.mp3

Final Exam Paper: For your second paper, you will analyze issues of gender and the roles of men and women in Mexico using The Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico City, the primary sources in the Mexican Reader (such as Octavio Paz’ “The Sons of La Malinche”), our text and lectures. For your paper you should examine such issues as the meanings and origins of the term “machismo," the relationship between the term “macho” and racism, especially in the U.S., the consequences of applying a “macho” stereotype to all Mexican and Latino men, and the relationship between women and machismo. Your paper should be at least 8-10 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. In addition, you also need to include a bibliography that lists your sources with full publication dates on a final page (which does not count towards your total pages). If you quote or paraphrase any publications, you should properly cite the material with a foot- or endnote or with an in-text citation. However, you should avoid lengthy quotes. We will talk more about the paper in class.
Course Schedule

Week 1



Wed. Jan. 3
Introduction and discussion of the syllabus

Week 2


Mon. Jan. 8
Early Societies of Mexico/ The Maya

Reading: Meyer, 1-50
Film: The Popol Vuh
Wed. Jan. 10
The Aztecs



Reading: Meyer, 51-86

Mexican Reader: The Cost of Courage in Aztec Society, 61-78
Mexican Reader: Popuh Vuh, 79-85

Discussion of Film and Film Paper 1 Due

Week 3


Mon. Jan. 15
No Class—Martin Luther King Day

Wed. Jan. 17
The Spanish Conquest

Reading: Meyer, 91-121
Mexican Reader: Omens Foretelling the Conquest, 90-94

Mexican Reader: The Spaniards’ Entry into Tenochtitlán, 97-104

 
Week 4

Mon. Jan. 22
Film: The Other Conquest 


Reading: Meyer, 123-190
Wed. Jan. 24 
The Settlement of New Spain



Reading: Meyer, 192-246


Mexican Reader: The Spiritual Conquest, 114-121



Mexican Reader: Why the Indians are Dying, 122-130

Discussion of The Other Conquest and Film Paper 2 Due

Week 5


Mon. Jan. 29
Colonial Society: Race and Gender

Reading: Meyer, 251-318 


Mexican Reader: On Men’s Hypocrisy, 156-159



Mexican Reader: The Itching Parrot the Priest, and the Subdelegate, 160-167
Wed. Jan. 31
Independence
Reading: Meyer, 319-352
Mexican Reader: Sentiments of the Nation, 189-191

Mexican Reader: Plan of Iguala, 192-195
Mexican Reader: Women and War in Mexico, 196-205

Week 6


Mon. Feb. 5
The War with the U.S. and Early 19th Century
Reading: Meyer, 355-408; Continue Insurgent Mexico
Film: Farmingville

MIDTERM PAPER DUE

Wed. Feb. 7
The Liberal and Conservative Conflict; 19th Century Society
Reading: Meyer, 413-459; Continue Insurgent Mexico 
Mexico Reader: A Conservative Profession of Faith, 220-225
Mexico Reader: Considerations Relating to the Political…, 226-238
Discussion of Farmingville and Film Paper 3 Due

Week 7


Mon. Feb. 12
The Porfiriato and Modernization


Reading: Meyer, 463-501; Finish Insurgent Mexico
Film: The Frozen Revolution
Wed. Feb. 14
The Revolution!



Reading: Meyer, 502-542


Mexican Reader: Porfirio Díaz Visits Yucatán, 273-278


Mexican Reader: Plan of Ayala, 339-343


Mexican Reader: Pancho Villa, 364-371


Discussion of The Frozen Revolution and Film Paper 4 Due

Week 8

 

Mon. Feb. 19
Post-revolutionary Mexico 


Reading: Meyer, 547-572


Film: The Last Zapatista/Pancho Villa and Other Stories
Wed. Feb. 21
Cardenás into the 40s



Reading: Meyer, 574-599
Mexico Reader: The Constitution of 1917: Articles 27 and 123, 398-402



Mexico Reader: The Socialists ABC’s, 411-417

Discussion of The Last Zapatista/Pancho Villa and Film Paper 5 Due

Week 9


Mon. Feb 26
Moving Towards the Present/1968

Reading: Meyer, 603-650
Film: Voices of the Sierra Tarahumara
Wed. Feb. 28
Development and US-Mexico Relations

Reading: Meyer, 651-666
Mexico Reader: The Student Movement of 1968, 555-569
Mexico Reader: The Mexican Connection: Un Pueblo, Una Lucha
Mexico Reader: The Deadly Harvest of the Sierra Madre

Discussion of Voices of the Sierra Tarahumara and Film Paper 6 Due

Week 10

Mon. Mar 5 
Neo-Liberalism, NAFTA, and the Zapatistas


Reading: Meyer, 667-698

Film: Mojados: Through the Night 

Wed. Mar 7
Mexico’s Future?



Reading: Meyer, 699-718


Mexico Reader: EZLN Demands at the Dialogue Table, 638-645


Mexico Reader: The Long Journey from Despair to Hope, 646-654

Final Paper Due in my office: 
Thursday, March 15th, 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM
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