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	Ohio State University
The Department of History
History 541.02-History of Islam in Africa 

Meetings: M/W 02:30-0418 @ Campbell 0335 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

	Instructor

Dr. Ousman Kobo
	Office 
207-D

Dulles Hall
	Phone

247-2719
	kobo.1@osu.edu 

omkobo@yahoo.com

	Office Hrs

Thurs. 10:00-12:00 &

By Appointment


Course Description and Objective

This discussion-driven course explores the historical, religious, political and cultural aspects of the expansion of Islam in Africa from about the 9th century AD to the present.  It will address historical contingencies that account for Islam's local receptivity as well as its dynamic interactions with local cultures, politics, traditional religions, Christianity and European colonialism.  While the Islamization of Africa is important for understanding African history, the Africanization of Islam is equally important. The course primarily seeks to understand the dialectical relationship between Islam and African religious and cultural expressions, especially how Islam transformed and was transformed by indigenous religious knowledge, cultures and polity.  Thus, we will analyze how African Muslims reconstructed and asserted their religious identities by localizing Islamic intellectual traditions, healing practices, music, arts, cultural norms and formal and informal religious festivals.  Rather than homogenizing Islam in Africa, we will explore diverse religious practices across time and space even as we pay attention to common denominators and patterns.  By the end of the quarter, students should be able to appreciate Islam’s common framework as well as its diversity and dynamics within that larger framework.  
Text Books David Robinson, Muslim Societies in African History, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) 2004; Sheikh Hamidou Kane, Ambiguous Adventure Translated by Katherine Woods, (Ibadan: Heinemann) 1972; Nehemiah Levtzion and Randall Pouwels. The History of Islam in Africa.  Athens, Cape Town and Ohio: Ohio University Press, David Philip and James Currey, 2000; Richard Smith, al-Mansur: Islamic Visionary, Pearson Education, Inc,  2006.  Assigned journal articles and book chapters are part of the required readings.  Readings marked “collateral” are for group discussions and will be shared among the various groups to be organized by the instructor.

Assignments and Grades 

Mid-term take home (1000-1200 words)
25% (on al-Mansur)

Research paper (1500-1800 words)

30%

Three two-page response papers 

15%

Active participation and attendance

25%

Map Quiz




5%

Grading
92 and above=A
89-91=A-
87-88=
B+
83-86=B
80-82=B-

77-79=C+

74-76=C
70-73=C-
65-79=D+
62-64=D


Below 62=E


Note on the Importance of Class Participation

Since this is a discussion-driven class, attendance and active participation is mandatory.  To enforce this requirements, attendance will be taken at the beginning of lectures and more than three unexcused absences will result in one point lower final grade (e.g. from A to A-).  Reticence and or failure to demonstrate that you have done the readings will also result in a lower grade even if higher grades have been obtained from other assignments. You are required to do the assigned readings before coming to class.  All assignments are due at the beginning of class on their scheduled date.  Students are strongly encouraged to bring to the instructor’s attention any difficulties they may encounter with the readings or lectures and to consult him during office hours on issues requiring personal attention.
Note on Research Papers
The research paper is an opportunity for you to write a short paper on a subject/topic of your personal interest, using a combination of external sources and the readings for this course.  By the second week of February, you must send me, via email, a one-page proposal of your research paper, clearly stating the topic and some of the sources you intend to consult.  Please, let me know by the third week if you need help choosing a topic.
Note on Thematic Response Papers

In the thematic response papers you should identify the main points in the readings you find most interesting and state how they relate to or fail to connect with previous readings.  I would like to know the extent to which you engaged the materials through demonstration of critical reading and analysis.  You should therefore focus on the most relevant materials. 
Basic Reading Strategies
First read the introduction and conclusion to identify the main arguments. Write these down. Read the entire texts quickly for details and supporting evidence.  Go back and read relevant parts of the introduction and conclusion, and then examine the evidence that support the argument.  Is the writer providing general information about a historical event or is s/he participating in a debate about a specific argument that historians have not agreed upon? What does the writer contribute to the larger literature? Are you convinced and why?  Write down what you have learned from the reading.  Speed reading is good but don’t read too fast to miss the main points.  Ignore difficult names that are not pertinent to the main idea.  Come to class with questions and be ready to participate in discussion.
How your paper will be graded

An “A” paper must meet the following criteria:

Must be an analytical and not a descriptive paper
A descriptive paper is one that simply describes an event or an individual without analyzing the events or the individual’s significance to history and to that specific event.  A descriptive paper tells the story. It is the style used by media reporters who are expected to be neutral in presenting the facts.  Their responsibility is to report. But when analysis is needed to help the audience understand what is going on, they often invite specialists to analyze, explain or provide commentary.  In this analogy, an “A” student plays the role of a specialist. 

An analytical paper is the one that helps readers see the nuances of the event by drawing their attention to certain subtleties that are not readily visible.  An analytical paper demonstrates deeper knowledge whereas a descriptive paper indicates that the writer has only a superficial knowledge of the event or episode, or is just not interested!

Must have a well articulated thesis statement that is defended with substantial evidence

The following is an example of a good thesis statement: “In this paper I will demonstrate that the Almoravids did not cause the collapse of the Old Ghana Empire through military conquests.  Rather, the Almoravids contributed to Ghana’s decline by depriving it of tax revenue when it shifted the trans-Saharan trade routes away from areas controlled by Ghana.”  Please, be more subtle than the above example!
A paper without a well articulated thesis statement will often end up being descriptive. 

No grammatical errors.  A couple of intricate grammatical errors in punctuation, unavoidable verbosity, minor typos and the like will not be penalized provided there are only a few of them.

Must be well organized in terms of:

a good introduction with a clearly stated thesis, 

a coherent body that supports the thesis with evidence, 

a good conclusion drawn from the evidence and linked to the thesis statement. 

To use our Almoravid example, a good conclusion may look like this:
“The materials I have examined in this paper indicate that the Almoravid did not engage in direct military conflicts with the Old Ghana Empire. Rather, the Almoravids employed their military powers to shift the trading routes away from Ghana, thus depriving the empire of revenue.  By the 11th century, Ghana was already experiencing internal economic crises and needed such revenue to sustain itself.  It may therefore be more accurate to argue that the Almoravids contributed to Ghana’s decline by depriving it of vital tax revenue, which would have helped Ghana maintain a strong army needed to ensure the continued loyalty of its tributary states.  Many of the tributary states that formed part of the empire had begun to declare their independence even before the rise of the Almoravids.  The Almoravids simply facilitated the slow disintegration of the Ghana Empire by adding economic pressure to already strained political relations with its suzerain states; the military conquest hypothesis is just not supported by available evidence.”

References must be valid (i.e. not misrepresenting the author’s point of view), consistent and the right format.  Please, use footnote style.
A “D” paper is one that fails to meet all the above criteria and demonstrates the writer’s limited knowledge of the topic or lack of interest in the subject.

A paper that is not relevant for the course will also end up with a D or C-

A well-written but descriptive paper will be awarded at most a B grade

A B+ or A- will depend on the degree of quality in comparison with an “A” paper.

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of misconduct wherever committed, including but not limited to cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  I am required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee, and I will do so if necessary.  Please consult the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) for additional information.  Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.  

OSU Writing Center
Since your grade for this course will be largely determined by the quality of your writing, I strongly recommend that you make good use of the Writing Center.  Seeking assistance from the Writing Center DOES NOT constitute academic misconduct.  Consult the Center’s website for further information. http://cstw.osu.edu
Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Announcement from the Chair of Department of History

The Chair of the Department wants all students to know that they must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Week One 
Islam defined
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Wed
1/03 
Introduction:  What is Islam? Is there an African Islam?
Week Two
Theories of religious conversion
Mon
1/08
Religious conversion
Read: Robinson, p 1-41 and Ch. 6; L&P p 1-18
Wed
1/10
Discussion
Read:  Robinson, p 42-59; Fisher, Humphrey.  "Conversion Reconsidered: Some Aspects of Religious Conversion in Black Africa;" 

Week Three
The spread of Islam in North Africa 
Mon
1/15
No Class
Wed
1/17
Early Islam in North and North-East Africa



Read:  L&P Chs. 1, 5, 11, 12; Robinson, Chs. 7 and 8.  Map quiz due.
Week Four
Patterns of conversion continues
Mon
1/22
Islam as a Court Religion in West Africa



Read: L&P Chs. 3 and 4. Start reading al-Mansur.
Wed
1/24
Collapse of Songhay and the Rise of Merchant/Scholarly lineages in W Africa


Finish reading al-Mansur for class discussion


Submit first response paper.
Week Five
Sufism and the Spread of Islam
Mon
1/29
Sufi Traditions 
Read: L&P Ch 20; Brenner, “Sufism in Africa;” Hoffman, "Annihilation in the Messenger of God: The Development of a Sufi Practice."
Wed
1/31
The Kunta and the Suweirian Traditions


Collateral Readings:
Robinson, Chs. 9 and 11; Batran, “The Kunta, Sidi al Mukhtar al-Kunti, and the Office of Shaykh al-Tariqa al Qadiriyya.”



Submit take home midterm on al-Mansur.
Week Six
Patterns of the spread of Islam in 18th and 19th century East, Central and Southern Africa 

Mon
2/05
East, Central and Southern Africa

Read:  L&P Chs. 12, 13, 14, and 15; Robinson, Ch. 11
Wed
2/07
European colonization and the spread of Islam?



Read Start reading Cheikh Hamidou Kane.
Week Seven
Islam and Colonialism
Mon
2/12
French and Islam in West Africa


Read: L&P Chs. 6, 8,  Robinson, Ch. 13. 
Wed
2/14
Mahdism and British colonialism in Northern Nigeria and Sudan

Collateral Reading: Last, Murray.  “The Colonial Caliphate in Northern Nigeria;” Lovejoy and Hogendorn, “Revolutionary Mahdism and Resistance to Colonial Rule in the Sokoto Caliphate, 1950-6,” JAH 31 (1990) 217-244 [JSTOR]; L&P Ch. 10 Robinson, Chs. 10 and 12.
Week Eight
Special Topic
Mon
2/19
Jihad in African Islam



Read: Willis, J. R. “Jihad fisabilil Allah, its Doctrinal Basis in Islam and Some Aspects of its Evolution in Nineteenth-Century West Africa;” Curtin, “Jihad in West Africa: Early Phases and Interrelations in Mauritania and Senegal.” 

Wed
2/21
Women in African Islamic history: Spiritual, Social and Political Leaders
Read: L&P Ch. 18; Coulon, “Women, Islam and Baraka;” Murray Last and Jean Boyd, “The Role of Women as Agents Religieux in Sokoto,” Journal of African History (JAH) 19 (1985), 283-300; Kane, Ambiguous Adventure


Submit second response paper.
Week Nine
Representing the Sacred: Music and Art in Islamic Religious Culture in Africa
Mon
2/26
Islam and Popular Culture



L&P Chs. 21 and 24; McLaughlin,  “Islam and Popular Music in Senegal:  The Emergence of a New Tradition;”  McLaughlin,  ‘“In the Name of God, I Will Sing Again,’  Mawdo Malik the Good: Popular Music and the Senegalese Sufi Tariqa.”

Wed
2/28
Islamic Healing
Read:  L&P Chs. 22 and 23; 
Collateral Reading: Toit and Abdallah, “Islamic Healing Strategies;”El Tom, “Drinking the Koran: The Meaning of Koranic Verses in Berti Erasure;” Fisher, “Hassebu: Islamic Healing in Black Africa; Mommersteeg,  ‘“He Has Smitten Her to the Heart with Love.’  The Fabrication of an Islamic Love-Amulet in West Africa.”
Week Ten
Contemporary Islamic Revivalism
Mon
3/05
Sufism and its Opponents
Read:  L&P Chs. 9, 16 and 17; L&P Ch. 9 and 16; Brenner, “Muslim Representation of Unity and Difference in the African Discourse;” Ellis & Ter Haar, "Religion and Politics in Sub-Saharan Africa."
Wed
3/07
Islam and Modernity 


Submit third response paper.
Your research paper, which represents your final exam, is due on the date of our scheduled finals.
This syllabus may be revised if necessary and students will be informed of such revision in advance.  We hope you’ll find this course intellectually stimulating.

