History 545.01

Chinese Empire, 10th – 14th centuries

Winter 2007

Lecturer: Derek Heng

Course Synopsis and Objectives

The 10th to 14th centuries AD represents an enigmatic period in Chinese history. On the one hand, the origins of the modern Chinese state, with its trappings of bureaucratic machinery, private-state economic activities, and the formation of a Chinese identity, can be traced to this period. The explosion of creativity, particularly in the fields of philosophy, fine arts and literature served as a high water mark towards which subsequent periods of Chinese strove to attain. Economically, China served as one of the most important bastions of the international economy of the Old World, pulling states in Southeast Asia, India and the Middle East along a collective wave of economic growth and development.

Yet, the period was not with its paradoxes. Politically, the 10th to 14th centuries represented a prolonged period of political instability, marred by the perpetual presence of foreign rule in parts of China, and the inability of the Chinese court to unite the whole of the Chinese landmass under a singular political rule. These issues culminated, by the late 13th century AD, in the whole of China falling into the hands of the Mongols, ushering in a period of foreign rule never before witnessed, and which lasted from almost a hundred year.

How should these five centuries of Chinese history be viewed? What were the characteristics of the various aspects of Chinese society, economy and state during this period, and what are the issues that continue to be relevant to our understanding of modern-day China? These questions will form the basis of this course.

Administrative Matters

A Note Concerning Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Academic Misconduct

  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term
academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism:

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu/
Accommodation for Disability

Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.
  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Grading
Your grade in this course will comprise: 

· Classroom Participation

15% of the total course grade

· 1 Classroom presentations of 1 topic of choice from the above outline 

Presentations are to be 30 minutes each

17.5% of total course grade each

· 1 annotated bibliography on a topic that has to be approved by the lecturer

(Deadline: Tuesday of week 6)

17.5% of the total course grade

· 1 essay on a topic that has been approved for the annotated bibliography

(Tuesday of week 10)

30% of the total course grade

· Final exam

20% of the total course grade

Three special comments: 

1) Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.
2) In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62.

3) I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

Here are the grade breakdowns:

A: 92.6 and above

A-: 89.6-92.5

B+: 87.6-89.5

B: 82.6-87.5

B-: 79.6-82.5

C+: 77.6-79.5

C: 72.6-77.5

C-: 69.6-72.5

D+: 67.6-69.5

D: 62-67.5

E: below 62

Grading of your essays and exam answers: 

Most of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned. 

I furnish below brief descriptions of how you will earn your essay grades:

         "C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

         "B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

         "A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.

         As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

Make-up Exams: 
If you have to miss the in-class portion of an exam because of illness or a verifiable emergency, you must contact me, not the TA, before the exam. To make-up any exam, you will have to take it during one of the regularly scheduled exam sessions offered by the Department of History. Only in extraordinary and verifiable cases will I give an extension on the out-of-class essay assignments.

Attendance Policies: 

Given the descriptions above with regard to what we expect on your assignments (evidence from the readings and lectures), I expect you to attend regularly. Very often material offered by students during discussions should be included in your answers. Your attendance and participation in class would also determine the final score in the classroom participation component.

Course outline

Introduction

Week 1.2

· Administrative matter concerning assignments, class presentations & final exam

Precursor to AD 960

Week 2.1

· Run-up to the advent of Song rule in China

Morton, W. Scott, China, Its History and Culture (New York McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995): pp. 1 -97. (Available on NetLibrary)
Political history of the Song and Yuan dynasties

Week 2.2

· Song dynastic history (AD 960 – 1278)

Morton, W. Scott, China, Its History and Culture (New York McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995): pp. 98 - 114. (Available on NetLibrary)

Fairbank, John K. & Reischauer, Edwin O., China; Tradition and Transformation (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1990), chapter 6. (Library reserve collection)
Week 3.1

· Yuan dynastic history (AD 1206 – 1368) 

Morton, W. Scott, China, Its History and Culture (New York McGraw-Hill Professional, 1995): pp. 115 - 122. (Available on NetLibrary)

Fairbank, John K. & Reischauer, Edwin O., China; Tradition and Transformation (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1990), chapter 7. (Library Reserve Collection)
Morgan, David, The Mongols (Oxford: Blackwell, 1986), chapter 5.

Politics and government

Week 3.2

· State structures; legitimacy of rule; core vs periphery issues

Hucker, Charles, A Dictionary of Official Titles in Imperial China (Stanford : Stanford University Press, 1985), pp. 40 - 52 & 58 – 69.

Endicott-West, Elizabeth, Mongolian Rule in China; Local Administration in the Yuan Dynasty (Massachusetts: Havard-Yenching Institute, 1989), pp. 1- 24 & 105 – 128.

Week 4.1

· Diplomacy & foreign relations

Franke, Herbert, “Sung Embassies: Some General Observations”, in Rossabi, Morris. (ed.) China Among Equals: the Middle Kingdom and its Neighbours, 10th - 14th centuries (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), pp. 116 – 148. (Library reserve collection)

Jung-Pang Lo, “Maritime Commerce and its Relation to the Sung Navy” in JESHO, 12, 1969, pp. 57-101. (Available on JSTOR)

Supplementary Readings:

Jung-Pang Lo, “The emergence of China as a sea power during the late Sung and early Yuan periods” in The Far Eastern Quarterly, 14, 4, 1955, pp. 489-503 (Available in JTSOR)

Ptak, Roderich,
“Images of Maritime Asia in Two Yuan Texts: Daoyi zhilue and Yiyu zhi”, Journal of Sung-Yuan Studies 25, 1995, pp. 47-75. (e-reserves).

Week 4.2

· Consultation for annotated bibliography

Economy of China during the Song and Yuan periods

Week 5.1

· Chinese economic structures and their governance in the 10th – 14th centuries

· State monopolies and the management of strategic resources

Cecilia Lee-Fang Chien, Salt and State; Ana Annotated Translation of the Songshi Salt Monopoly Treatise (Ann Arbor: Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan, 2004), pp. 3 – 90. (Library reserve collection)

Chen, Jerome, “Sung bronzes; an economic analysis” in Bulletin of Oriental and African Studies, 28, 3, 1968, pp. 613-626 (Available through JSOTR).
Week 5.2

· Economic activities of the Chinese

Li Baozhong, “Was There a ‘Fourteenth-Century Turning Point’? Population, Land, Technology, and Farm Management”, in The Song-Yuan-Ming Transition in Chinese History, edited by Paul Jakov Smith & Richard von Glahn (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003), pp. 135 – 175. (library reserve collection)

Shiba Yoshinobu, Commerce and Society in Sung China (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1970), pp. 126 – 164. (Library e–reserve)

Week 6.1

· China and international trade

Shiba Yoshinobu, “Sung Foreign Trade: Its Scope and Organisation”, in Rossabi, Morris. (ed.) China Among Equals: the Middle Kingdom and its Neighbours, 10th - 14th centuries (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), pp. 89 – 115. (Library reserve collection)

Wheatley, Paul, “Geographical Notes on some Commodities involved in Sung Maritime Trade”, Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 32, 2, 1959, pp. 5-140. (Available on e-reserve; pay specific attention to the introductory section of the article)

Week 6.2

· Individual consultation for essay 

Society in Song and Yuan times

Week 7.1

· Social hierarchy & classes

On the Song imperial clan: Chaffee, John W., Branches of Heaven; A History of the Imperial Clan of Sung China (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), chapter 2 & 7.

On Women:
Ebrey, Patricia Buckley, The Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women in the Sung Period (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), pp. 21 – 45. (Available in NetLibrary)

Week 7.2

· Rule by foreigners and its impact on Chinese society

Fairbank, John K. & Goldman, Merle, China, A New History (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1998), chapter 5.

Franke, Herbert, “From Tribal Chieftain to Universal Emperor and God: The Legitimation of the Yuan Dynasty”, Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Philosophisch-Historische Klasse, Sitzungsberichte 2, Munich, 1978, pp. 3 – 85. (Available in Franke, Herbert, China Under Mongol Rule [Aldershot: Variorum, 1994], article IV).

Week 8.1

· Foreigners sojourning in China during the Song and Yuan periods

Selbourne, David (trans) The City of Light (New York: Citadel Press, 2000), Introduction & chapter 4. (We will be dissecting this reading)

Week 8.2

· Individual consultation for essay.

Cultural achievements of the 10th – 14th centuries

Week 9.1

· Literary, fine arts achievements, artisan crafts

Lucille Chia, “Mashaben: Commercial Publishing in Jianyang”, in The Song-Yuan-Ming Transition in Chinese History, edited by Paul Jakov Smith & Richard von Glahn (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003), pp. 284 – 328. (Library reserve collection)

Vainker, S. J., Chinese Pottery and Porcelain; From Prehistory to the Present (London: British Museum, 1991), chapter 4. (Library reserve collection) 

Cahill, James, Chinese Painting (Geneva: Editions d’Art Albert Skira, 1995), pp. 25 – 116 (Many pages are in fact colour reproductions of these historical paintings. Try to enjoy them, but do take note of the text somewhat). (Library reserve collection)

He Li, Chinese Ceramics; The New Standard Guide (London: Thames and Hudson, 1996), pp. 131 - 139. (Library reserve collection)

Week 9.2

· Metaphysics: religion & philosophy; science & social sciences

(Readings To Be Announced)

Week 10.1

· Urban landscapes

Heng Chye Kiang, Cities of Aristocrats and Bureaucrats; The Development of Medieval Chinese Cityscapes (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 1999), chapter 4 & 5. (Library reserve collection)

Overview: The 10th – 14th centuries as the beginnings of modern China?

Week 10.2

· Relevance of the past to the present-day context

· Continuities, cycles and changes in the historical pattern of Chinese history

· Revision
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Other Resources 

A Sample List of Readings for the Assignments (Not Exhaustive)

Addis, J. M. Chinese Ceramics from Datable Tombs and some other Dated Material (London: Sotheby Parke Bernet, 1978).

Chaffee, J. W. Branches of Heaven: A History of the Imperial Clan of Sung China (Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Asia Center : Distributed by Harvard University Press, 1999).
Chaffee, John W. “The Impact of the Song Imperial Clan on the Overseas Trade of Quanzhou” in Angela Schottenhammer (ed.) The Emporium of the World; Maritime Quanzhou, 1000-1400 (Leiden: Brill, 2001), pp. 13-46.

Flecker, M. “A Ninth-Century AD Arab or Indian Shipwreck in Indonesia: First Evidence for Direct Trade with China”, World Archaeology, 32, 3, 2001, pp. 335 – 354.

Gang Deng, Chinese maritime activities and socio-economic development, c. 2100 BC-1900 AD (Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1997).

Gang Deng, Maritime Sector, Institutions and Sea Power of Pre-modern China (Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1999), selected chapters on Song and Yuan maritime regulations and governance.

Gilman J & Paul D’arcy, Paul Pelliot: Chou Ta Kuan: Notes on the Customs of Cambodia (Bangkok: Social Science Association, 1976).

Goodrich, Carrington, “Recent Discoveries at Zayton”, JAOS, 77, 3, 1957, pp. 161-165.

He Li, Chinese Ceramics; The New Standard Guide (London: Thames and Hudson, 196).

Heng, Derek T. S.  “The trade in lakawood products between South China and the Malay world from the twelfth to fifteenth centuries AD”, JSEAS. 32, 2, 2001, pp. 133-150.

Hirth, Freidrich & Rockhill, W. W. Chau Ju-Kua: His Work on the Chinese and Arab Trade in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, entitled Chu-fan-chi (New York: Paragon Book Reprint Co., 1966).

Ho Chuimei, “The Ceramic Boom in Minnan during Song and Yuan Times” in Angela Schottenhammer (ed).  The Emporium of the World; Maritime Quanzhou, 1000-1400 (Leiden: Brill, 2001), pp. 237-282.
Kuwabara, J.  “On P’u Shou-Keng”, Toyo Bunko Research Department Memoirs, 1928, 2, pp. 1-79.

Lee Chor Lin, Textile Trade between China and Southeast Asia during the Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasties (Unpublished MA thesis, University of Singapore, 1994).  

Ma, Laurence Junchao, Commercial Development and Urban Change in Sung China (Michigan: Ann Arbor, 1971).

Merwin, Douglas, Selections from Wen-Wu on the Excavation of a Sung Dynasty Seagoing Vessel in Chuan-Chou, Chinese Sociology and Anthropology, 9, 3 (Spring 1977), selected chapter.

Ptak, Roderich,
“From Quanzhou to the Zulu Zone and Beyond: Questions Related to the Early Fourteenth Century”, JSEAS, 29, 2, 1998, pp. 269-294.

Schottenhammer, Angela, “The Role of Metals and the Impact of the Introduction of Huizi Paper Notes in Quanzhou on the Development of Maritime Trade in the Song Period” in in Angela Schottenhammer (ed).  The Emporium of the World; Maritime Quanzhou, 1000-1400 (Leiden: Brill, 2001), pp. 95-176.


Schurman, H. F. (trans) Economic Structure of the Yuan Dynasty; Translation of Chapters 93 & 94 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1956).

Sen, Tansen. Buddhism, Diplomacy and Trade: The Realignment of Sino-Indian Relations, 600 – 1400 (Honolulu : Association for Asian Studies and University of Hawai'i Press, 2003).

Tan Yeok Seong, “The Sri Vijayan Inscription of Canton (A.D. 1079)” JSEAH, 5, 2, 1964, pp. 17-26.

Tao Jinsheng. Two Sons of Heaven: Studies in Sung-Liao Relations (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988).

Tregear, M. Song Ceramics (New York: Rizzoli, 1982).

Walton, L. A.  Academies and Society in Southern Sung China (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 1999).

Watson, Andrew, Transport in Transition: The Evolution of Traditional Shipping in China (Michigan Abstracts of Chinese and Japanese Works on Chinese History No. 3, 1972) selected chapter. 




