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History 565
THE NEW ERA TO THE NEW FRONTIER: THE UNITED STATES, 1921-1963
Winter 2007
David Stebenne

240 Dulles, 292-5359

Office hours: Mondays, 1:30-318 p.m. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Attendance at lectures and active participation in the weekly discussions; an in-class examination, Wednesday, Jan. 31st; a short (five-page) paper based on the assigned reading, due in class on Wednesday, February 14th; and a final examination, Wednesday, March 14th , at 9:30-11:18 a.m.

READING ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments should be completed prior to the Wednesday class meetings during which those assignments will be discussed.  All of the books listed are paperbacks that those in the course are expected to buy.  The books are available at SBX, the OSU Bookstore, and UBX.  A few copies of the assigned books will also be placed on closed reserve at the Sullivant Library, 110 Sullivant Hall.  Students wanting a more complete narrative account of events than the assigned readings provide may find consulting a textbook useful.  One copy of Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 4th edition, will be available on closed reserve at the Sullivant Library for that purpose.  Chapters 24-30 deal with the years examined in this course.  Copies of the Brinkley textbook are also available for sale at local bookstores.
Jan.  3  In Search of Stability
            William Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, 1914-1932 (1993 ed.),

            chaps. 6-12; film excerpt from “Empire of the Air”
             Questions to consider: 1)What was “conservative” about America life in the
             1920’s?  2)What wasn’t?  3)What explains that combination then?
Jan. 8-10  The Hooverian Ordeal
                Leuchtenburg, The Perils of Prosperity, chap. 13 and William Leuchtenburg,

                Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940 (1963), chaps. 1-2

                film excerpt from “The Road to Rock Bottom”

                Questions to consider: 1)What caused the Great Depression?  2)Why was
                 Hoover’s response to it politically unsuccessful?

Jan. 17  The New Deal: Phase I
             Leuchtenburg, Roosevelt and the New Deal, chaps. 3-6; film excerpt from
              “New Deal, New York”
              Questions to consider: 1)What were the most important achievements of the
              New Deal’s first phase?  2)What was living through the depression like for

              ordinary Americans?

Jan. 22-24  The New Deal: Phase II

                  Leuchtenburg, Roosevelt and the New Deal, chaps. 7-8, 10-11

                  Film excerpt from “We Have a Plan”
                  Questions to consider: 1)How did the New Deal change during its second
                  phase?  2)Why did that happen, do you think?

Jan. 29-31  The New World Disorder

                  Leuchtenburg, Roosevelt and the New Deal, chaps. 9,12-13

                  Film excerpt from “Arsenal of Democracy”

                  Questions to consider: 1)What caused the Pacific War (with Japan)?

                   2)Why did Isolationism lose its appeal; or did it?

                   Reminder: in-class midterm, Wed., Jan. 31
Feb. 5-7  The “Good War” and Its Consequences

                John Hersey, Hiroshima (1985 ed.); film excerpt from “The Best Years of Our

                Lives”
                Questions to consider: 1)What were the most important consequences of
                 the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings?  2)Were the bombings justified?

Feb.  12-14  Containment and Korea

                     Melvyn P. Leffler, The Specter of Communism: The United States and the

                     Origins of the Cold War, 1917-1953 (1994), chaps. 3-4; film excerpt from
                     “Accused”

                     Questions to consider: 1)What were the most important reasons for the

                     breakdown in good relations between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. after World

                     War II?  2)Was one side more responsible than the other for that outcome?
                     If so, which side, and why?

                     Reminder: book review due in class on Wed., February 14th

Feb. 19-21  The Middle Way: Political and Economic
                   Alan Ehrenhalt, The Lost City: Discovering the Forgotten Virtues


       of Community in the Chicago of the 1950’s (1995), parts I-II


        Film excerpt from “Eisenhower”
Feb. 26-28  The Middle Way: Social and Cultural
                   Ehrenhalt, The Lost City, parts III-IV; film excerpt from “The Man in 
                   the Gray Flannel Suit”


       Questions to consider: 1)What values did the Fifties’ system tend to protect

                   and promote?  Which ones did it downplay?  2)In what ways was life in the 

                   parish, ghetto and suburb alike?  What were the most important differences?  

March 5-7  The Fifties’ System Begins to Unravel
                   Michael Harrington, The Other America: Poverty in the United States
                   (1993 ed.), chaps. 1-9; film excerpt from “A Raisin in the Sun”
                   Questions to consider: 1)Why did poverty become harder to see in postwar

                    America?  2)How else did poverty differ then from earlier eras?

ENROLLMENT: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

PAPER ASSIGNMENT: Every student is required to write a short (five-page) paper, which is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, February 14th.  Students should select one of the books assigned for the course and write a book review of it.  (If only part of the book was assigned for class discussion, you should also read the rest of the book so as to be able to review it in its entirety.)  The review must contain a short summary of the book’s contents, including its main argument or arguments.  This summary portion should take up no more than a third of your review.  The rest of it must be a critical analysis; that is, it must discuss and analyze both the positive and negative aspects of the book.  In writing this part of the review, keep in mind the following questions:  Is the book well written?  Does the main argument (or arguments) make sense?  Does the author provide evidence to prove his or her argument (or arguments)?  If you are not well read in the subject with which the book deals, you may go to the library and look up other reviews of the book (the reference librarian in Sullivant Library will explain how) and discuss these as well as your own conclusions.  If you do use other reviews to help you shape your own comments and conclusions, these reviews should be listed in a brief bibliography, specifying the date and source of the reviews.  All quotations and paraphrases from these reviews should be carefully cited in the text of your own review.  Every review should contain an introduction and a conclusion, and every quotation should be footnoted with an accurate page reference.  If you borrow the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, you are guilty of plagiarism.  (It is not necessary to footnote material drawn from the lectures.)  The penalties for plagiarism range from a failing grade for the course to suspension or expulsion from the university, depending on the decision of the appropriate administrative body.  The review should be five typed, double-spaced pages in length, with one and a quarter inch margins on all sides and 12-point font (the same as this syllabus).  The review should be written in clear, correct prose.  (Be advised that one third of the paper grade will be for the quality of the writing.)  Students in need of extra help with their writing skills are encouraged to use the University Writing Center, 485 Mendenhall Lab, 125 S. Oval Mall (688-5865 or 2-5607). 

GRADING POLICIES: The various course requirements are weighted for grading purposes as follows: attendance 10%, participation in weekly discussions: 10%, midterm: 25%, paper: 25%, final: 30%.  (I will take attendance three times over the course of the quarter; each absence recorded then will cost a student one third of his or her credit for attendance, unless he or she had a reason for being absent that is recognized as appropriate by university regulations.)  If for any family or medical reason you are unable to be present for an examination, you must contact Professor Stebenne beforehand and have his consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam.  The date and time of any such make-up would be announced in class.  No paper will be accepted after the stated due date unless agreement was reached with Professor Stebenne before that due date.  Late papers will be penalized.

DISABILITY SERVICES: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901.

