History 566

 

THE CONTEMPORARY UNITED STATES SINCE 1963

 

Spring 2006

 

David Stebenne

240 Dulles, 292-5359

Office hours: Mondays, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

Attendance at lectures and active participation in the weekly discussions; an in-class midterm examination on Wednesday, April 26th; a short (5-7 pages) paper based on the assigned reading due in class on Wednesday, May 10th; and a final examination on Monday, June 5th from 9:30 to 11:18 a.m.

 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:

 

Assignments should be completed prior to the Wednesday class meetings during which those assignments will be discussed.  All of the books listed below are paperbacks that those in the course are expected to buy.  The books are available at local bookstores.  Students wanting a more complete narrative account of events than the assigned readings provide may find consulting a textbook useful.  A copy of Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Brief Interactive History of the American People, Vol. II (2005) will be available on closed reserve at the E.H.S. Library (formerly the Undergraduate Library), 110 Sullivant Hall, for that purpose.  Chapters 31-34 deal with the years examined in this course.  Copies of the Brinkley book can also be obtained through the bookstores.

 

Frederik Logevall, Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam (1999)

Juan Williams, Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965 (1987)

Mathew Dallek, The Right Moment: Ronald Reagan’s First Victory and the Decisive Turning Point in American Politics (2000)

Susan Brownmiller, In Our Time: Memoir of a Revolution (1999)

Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (1991)

Jules Tygiel, Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American Conservatism (2006)

David Halberstam, War in a Time of Peace: Bush, Clinton and the Generals (2002)

Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck, Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream (2000)

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS, READING ASSIGNMENTS, EXAMS:

 

March 27-29  Legacies of the Fifties’ System

             Frederik Logevall, Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the
             Escalation of War in Vietnam, skim chaps. 1-7

 

Apr. 3-5  Confrontation and Detente

             Logevall, Choosing War, read chaps. 8-12

              

Wednesday Discussion: 1)How and why did the United States became heavily involved in the Vietnamese conflict during the mid-1960’s?  2)Were there other, realistic alternatives at that time?  3)If so, what were they, and why were they not pursued?

                  

Apr. 10-12  Polarization

Juan Williams, Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965,

read chaps. 5-8

 

            Wednesday Discussion: 1) Why did efforts in the first half of the 1960’s to

             desegregate schools and public facilities in the South lead to violence?

             2)How did the violence affect the national debate over civil rights?  The behavior

             of ordinary Americans?

 

Apr. 17-19  The Great Society and Its Critics

            Mathew Dallek, The Right Moment: Ronald Reagan’s First Victory and the
            Decisive Turning Point in American Politics, read pp. 1-242

 

            Wednesday Discussion: 1)Why, specifically, did the new conservatism begin to

gain ground in what had been a moderately liberal state?  2)What did

Reagan and his supporters hope to do in California?  3)To undo? 

 

Apr. 24-26  Mean Season: Vietnam, Watergate and the Global Recession

                   no reading assignment, in-class exam on Wednesday, April 26th
 

May 1-3  The New Feminism

            Susan Brownmiller, In Our Time: Memoir of a Revolution, read pp.1-193

            

Wednesday Discussion: 1)What were the new feminists like, according to the

author?  2)What did they want to change about women’s role in society?

3)Why did that agenda prove to be so controversial?

              

May 8-10  The New Environmentalism

             Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River, read
             Introduction and chaps. 1-4. 

 

             Wednesday Discussion: 1)How did the construction of dams along the

             Columbia river change it?  2)What was gained by that transformation?

             3)What was lost? 

  

Paper due in class on Wednesday, May 10th
 

May 15-17  The Eighties Equilibrium

              Jules Tygiel, Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American Conservatism, read
               chaps. 7-11  

 

              Wednesday Discussion: 1)How did the Reagan administration’s economic

              policies affect the way Americans lived in the 1980’s?  2)What were the

              administration’s chief foreign policy goals?  3)How successful was the

              administration in realizing them, and with what consequences?

 

May 22-24  The New World Disorder                                   

David Halberstam, War in a Time of Peace: Bush, Clinton and the Generals                     

 

Wednesday Discussion: 1)Why did international conflict increase during the

            1990’s?  2)What part did the United States play in that situation?

 

May 31  From the New Right to the New Center

             Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck, Suburban
            Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream,

             read introduction and chaps. 1-9

              

Wednesday Discussion:  1)Why did suburbia become the dominant mode of

            residence in the United States?  2)According to the authors, what is wrong

            with suburbia?  3)Are they right, do you think?  4)Why or why not?

 

Final Exam: Monday, June 5th, from 9:30 to 11:18 a.m.  
 

ENROLLMENT: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

 

PAPER ASSIGNMENT: Every student is required to write a short (5-7 pages) paper, which is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, May 10th.  Students should select one of the books assigned for the course and write a book review of it.  (If only part of the book was assigned for class discussion, you should also read the rest of the book so as to be able to review it in its entirety.)  The review must contain a short summary of the book’s contents, including its main argument or arguments.  This summary portion should take up no more than a third of your review.  The rest of it must be a critical analysis; that is, it must discuss and analyze both the positive and negative aspects of the book.  In writing this part of the review, keep in mind the following questions:  Is the book well written?  Does the main argument (or arguments) make sense?  Does the author provide persuasive evidence to prove his or her argument (or arguments)?  If you are not well read in the subject with which the book deals, you may go to the library and look up other reviews of the book (the reference librarian in the Main Library will explain how) and discuss these as well as your own conclusions.  If you do use other reviews to help you shape your own comments and conclusions, these reviews should be listed in a brief bibliography, specifying the date and source of the reviews.  All quotations and paraphrases from these reviews should be carefully cited in the text of your own review.  Every review should contain an introduction and a conclusion, and every quotation should be footnoted with an accurate page reference.  If you borrow the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, you are guilty of plagiarism.  (It is not necessary to footnote material drawn from the lectures.)  Here is a direct link to a discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

The review should be 5-7 typed, double-spaced pages in length, with one and a quarter inch margins on all sides and 12-point font (the same as this syllabus).  The review should be written in clear, correct prose that follows the rules for writing papers that are attached to this syllabus.  Be advised that intellectual substance will count for two thirds of the paper grade, and writing will count for one third of the paper grade.  Sloppy work will not be accepted, and so be sure to look over your work carefully before turning it in.  Students in need of extra help with their writing skills are encouraged to use the University Writing Center, 485 Mendenhall Lab, 125 S. Oval Mall (8-5865 or 2-5607).  The direct link to the OSU Writing Center is http://cstw.osu.edu
 

GRADING POLICIES: The various course requirements are weighted for grading purposes as follows: attendance 10%, participation in weekly discussions 10%, midterm 25%, paper 25%, final 30%.  (I will take attendance three times over the course of the quarter; each absence recorded then will cost a student one third of his or her credit for attendance, unless he or she had a reason for being absent that is recognized as appropriate by university regulations.)  If for any family or medical reason you are unable to be present for an examination, you must contact Professor Stebenne beforehand and have his consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam.  The date and time of any such make-up would be announced in class.  No paper will be accepted after the stated due date unless agreement was reached with Professor Stebenne or the grader before that due date.  Late papers will be penalized.

 

Grading scale: 
A: 93 and above                       A-: 90-92
B+: 87-89                                            B: 83-86                                  B-: 80-82
C+: 77-79                                            C: 73-76                                  C-: 70-72
D: 62-69                                              E: 62 and below
 

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).  

 

DISABILITY SERVICES: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services (ODS) will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  ODS is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, (telephone) 2-3307, (TDD) 2-0901.  http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

 

