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 Native American History from European Contact to Removal, 1560-1820

Themes:  In this course, we will explore the major issues and events in Native American History from the era immediately before European invasion and colonization through the early 1820s.  First, we will examine the variety of indigenous cultures in pre-contact North America.  Next, we will assess the impact of English, Spanish, and French colonization on Native Americans, with a focus on the Indians’ cultural and strategic responses.  In addition, we will explore the consequences of the French and Indian War and American Revolution for Native Americans, as well as the effects of U.S. Indian policy during the Early Republic era.  

Objectives:  In lectures, readings, and discussion, students will consider how Native Americans experienced these enormous economic, demographic, cultural and political challenges, and what kinds of strategies for survival they employed. 

Aside from mastering issues of content, this course will help students develop their skills in historical writing and research through the critical consideration of primary and secondary works.  Some of the questions we will consider include, how do authors reconstruct the experience of people who left little in the way of written records, except those produced by often hostile and incomprehending Euro-Americans?  Is it even possible to recapture the Indians’ culture at a particular moment in the past?  What do scholars in fields such as anthropology, epidemiology, and environmental studies have to offer historians?  Students will apply their skills and insights by completing a research paper of their own.

Required Readings:  Books are available at SBX, and on closed reserve at the Main Library.  I also have copies to lend out of some of the books.  Some articles will be available via JSTOR using the OSU library portal; others will be accessible as PDFs on our Carmen website.  I will also occasionally hand out primary source documents or make them available on Carmen.

Colin Calloway, One Vast Winter Count
William Cronon, Changes in the Land

Gregory Dowd, War Under Heaven
Ramon Gutierrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away

Theda Perdue, Cherokee Women

Claudio Saunt, A New Order of Things

Course Requirements: There will be a one-hour in-class midterm on Thursday Feb. 5 and a two-hour comprehensive final examination on Weds. March 18 at 11:30 a.m. in this classroom.  Both exams will consist of short-answer and essay questions.  In addition, each student will write an 8pp. term paper using primary sources.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, and written in clear, correct prose.  No paper will be accepted after the stated due date of March 10 without prior permission from Professor Newell; late papers will be penalized.  A separate handout will describe the paper project in greater detail. 

Attendance is important; more than two unexcused absences will drop your final average by 5 points for each absence.  

Discussion and Reaction Papers:  You should come to each class having read and digested the reading assignment, and you should be prepared to participate actively in discussions each Thursday.  Bring the books under discussion with you to class.  

You will also write several short (1-2 pp.) reaction papers on questions listed at the end of the syllabus, to be handed in on the specified due dates; these papers will be included in your discussion grade. Each student will also take responsibility for leading a class discussion (with partners) once during the quarter.  

Evaluation:  Grades will be computed as follows: 20% for participation/reaction papers/discussion leading, 20% for the midterm, 30% for the term paper, and 30% for the final.

Enrollment:  Please note that all students must be officially enrolled for the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Academic Misconduct:
Any instances of academic misconduct, including plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations, will be reported to the Committee on Academic misconduct.  Please remember that when you use the words or ideas of others, you must so indicate in a footnote or by some other method acceptable to the course instructor. If one borrows the ideas or words of others without acknowledgment, one is guilty of plagiarism.  Downloading information from the internet without attribution is plagiarism.  If you are uncertain about what constitutes plagiarism, consult the University guidelines on academic misconduct at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp or ask Prof. Newell.  It is not necessary to footnote the lectures.

Students With Disabilities: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform Prof. Newell as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Schedule of Assignments:

Week 1 (Jan 6-8):  Introduction:  The Diversity of Native American Cultures and the “Problems” of Indian History; America before the Europeans, part I.  Discussion Thursday--Read Calloway, pp. x-115. 

Week 2 (Jan. 13-15): America before the Europeans, part II; Indians Discover the Spanish in the Southwest Borderlands.  Read the Introduction and Chapters 1-4 of Gutierrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away, Calloway, pp. 177-211, and the Requeremiento on Carmen.

**Discussion Day Thursday January 15--reaction paper #1 due**

Week 3 (Jan. 20-22): Indians Discover the French: The Iroquois “Shatter Zone” and the Huron Diaspora; Ecological Revolutions.  Discussion Thursday--read Calloway, pp. 213-243, Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 1-127, and Daniel Richter, “War and Culture: The Iroquois Experience,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, vol. 40 (1983), on JSTOR & Carmen

Week 4 (Jan. 27-29): Native Encounters with the English in New England and the Chesapeake; Indian Slavery.  Read Cronon, Changes in the Land, pp. 127-156; Margaret Newell, “The Changing Nature of Indian Slavery in New England” (on Carmen); and James P. Ronda, "Generations of Faith: The Christian Indians of Martha's Vineyard," William and Mary Quarterly (1981): 369-94, on JSTOR http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=00435597(1981)38%3A3%3C369%3AGOFTCI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-O and Carmen.


**Discussion Day Thursday Jan. 29--reaction paper #2 due**

Week 5 (Feb. 3-5): Indians, Settlers and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy.  Discussion Tuesday--read Richard White, “The Winning of the West:  The Expansion of the Western Sioux in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries,” Journal of American History 65 (1978); Perdue, Cherokee Women, pp. 1-85; Sylvia Van Kirk, “The Role of Native American Women in the Fur Trade Society of Western Canada, 1670-1830,” Frontiers 7 (1984), on JSTOR and Carmen.

MIDTERM EXAMINATION THURSDAY FEB. 5
Week 6 (Feb. 10-12): The French-Indian Alliance, The “Middle Ground” and Strategies for Survival in the Great Lakes/ Ohio Valley; Native American/Colonial Relations.  Discussion Thursday--Read Calloway, pp. 313-365 and Dowd, War under Heaven, Introduction-p.53, and Saunt, A New Order of Things, pp. 1-66  ***Discussion Day Thursday Feb. 12--Reaction Paper #3 due**
Week 7 (Feb. 17-19):  Native-European relations in the 18th Century:  The French and Indian War and the Decline of the Playoff System; Pontiac’s Rebellion and the Roots of Pan-Indian Alliance.  Read Dowd, War Under Heaven, pp. 54-249.

**Discussion Day, Thursday Feb.  19-reaction paper #4 due**

Week 8 (Feb. 24-26): The Indians’ Revolution.  Discussion Thursday--read Calloway, 367-426; Perdue, Cherokee Women, 86-114.

Week 9 (March 3-5): Resistance and Persistence: Native Responses to the Rise of the U.S. Discussion Thursday--read Saunt, A New Order of Things, pp. 67-291. 

**Discussion Day, Thursday March 5—reaction paper #5 due***

Week 10 (March 10-12): Renascence, Renewal, and Removal.  Discussion Thursday--read Alfred Cave, “The Shawnee Prophet, Tecumseh, and Tippecanoe:  A Case Study of Historical Myth-Making,” Journal of the Early Republic (2002) http://www.jstor.org/stable/3124761?seq=5; Finish Perdue, Cherokee Women.

***Final papers due Tuesday March 10***

FINAL EXAMINATION, WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 11:30-1:18 

Reaction Papers
The reaction papers should be 1-2 pp. long.  They are not meant to torture you but rather to get you thinking about the reading and in-class movies. I'd prefer that they be typed (double-spaced), but handwritten is acceptable if your handwriting is clear.  Correct spelling, complete sentences, and the usual conventions of good writing still apply.

Topics for Reaction Papers:

#1--pick one of the following questions to answer

a. Ramon Gutierrez won a McArthur "genius grant" for writing When Jesus Came; yet, some among the Hopi, Zuni, and Pueblo dislike and disagree with his book.  What do you think?  What are its strengths and weaknesses, and what might the Native groups be criticizing?

b. Why did Colin Calloway call his first chapter “pioneers?”  Who were the pioneers in this case, and why is Calloway’s characterization significant?
#2  Were missionaries merely another destructive tool of European invasion and empire?  Did Christianity have anything to offer Native Americans or specific groups within Native society?
#3  Write a review of the movie "Black Robe."  In particular, based on what you now know about Native Americans in the northeast, is the movie accurate and sensitive in its depiction of Native culture?  Why or why not?

#4  What made Pontiac’s pan-Indian movement possible?  Was it ultimately successful?  Why or why not?

#5  Answer one of the following questions:

a. What impact did contact with Europeans, especially participation in the market economy, have on gender roles and relationships among Native Americans?

b. What kinds of effects did interracial encounters and racial intermixing among Whites, Blacks and Natives have on Indian culture?
