HISTORY 577.01

Chicana/o History: Spanish Colonial Period to 1900
Fall 2006

Mon & Wed 1:30-3:18 pm

Bolz Hall 0428

 

 

Instructor:         Dr. Lilia Fernández                   Email:   fernandez.96@osu.edu 

                        Assistant Professor                   Phone:  614-292-7884

                        History Department                  Office:  224 Dulles Hall

 

Office Hours:   Tues 1:00- 2:00 pm, Wed 3:30-4:30 pm  or by appointment

                  

Course Description & Objectives
This is the first half of a two-course survey of Chicana/o History. The course aims to familiarize students with the broad themes, periods, and questions raised in the field of Mexican American/Chicana/o History.  The course begins with an overview of Spanish colonial conquest of the territory that later became the Mexican nation.  It then reviews the dynamics of racialization and community formation during the 19th century, particularly after Anglo-American conquest of what is now the Southwestern United States.  Throughout the course we will draw on gender, race, class, nation, and other social categories as lenses through which to analyze the past.  Ultimately, our goal is to gain an understanding of how the past has influenced and continues to influence contemporary Mexican American life experiences both individually and collectively.  At the end of this course students will: understand processes of Mexican American racial, class, community, and gender formation up through the 19th century; be able to place contemporary events in Mexican American life in historical context; and have a broad understanding of the major developments and issues in Mexican American History, which can provide a foundation for further study and research. 

                                                                                                                     

Required Texts
Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, Negotiating Conquest: Gender and Power in California, 1770s to 1880s (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2004)

Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold Rush (New York: W.W. Norton, 2000) 
Stephen Pitti, The Devil in Silicon Valley: Northern California, Race, and Mexican Americans (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003)
David Weber, ed., Foreigners in Their Native Land: Historical Roots of the Mexican American (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003) 
 

Course reader available at Uni-Print (readings marked with “*” below)

Selected readings available online (details will be provided in class)

                                                                                         

Course Policies & Procedures
Academic Misconduct 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. This can include, but is not limited to: cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as your own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper, or substantially similar papers, to meet requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another students’ work.  Acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For the student, this may result in an E for the course and additional disciplinary action.  Students are responsible for being familiar with the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

 

Accommodations
Students with disabilities should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Appropriate accommodations will be coordinated with The Office for Disability Services, 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901.  For further information, visit http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
Attendance & Tardiness

Class sessions are an integral part of this course. You can not be successful in this course without attending class regularly.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions and be on time and prepared. Excused absences must be cleared in advance. More than 2 unexcused absences will reduce a student’s grade for attendance/participation by one letter grade. Repeated tardiness will also result in a lowered grade for attendance/participation.

 

Students should come to class with that day’s readings, be prepared to ask and answer questions, and think critically about how the day’s lecture connects to readings. All cell phones should be turned off during class and laptops/PDA’s are not allowed. 

 

Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. Extensions will not be allowed unless they have been arranged ahead of time with the instructor and for extenuating circumstances only. 

 

Reading: As a 500-level course, this class is designed for advanced undergraduates who have learned how to read and write well and keep up with their course assignments. Students are expected to complete all readings before the corresponding class meeting and should therefore manage their time in order to do all readings each week. As a 5-hour course, you should expect to dedicate approximately 15 hours a week to attending class and completing readings or assignments. 

                                                                                                   

Film Analysis Essays: Students will write two 4-5 page papers on films we will be viewing in class critically analyzing them in relation to the course readings and lecture.  Papers should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or similar font, 1” – 1.25” margins.  More details will be provided in class. 

                                                                                           
Midterm: October 18. The format will include identifications, short answer questions, and an essay. More details will be provided in class.

 

Final Exam: The course’s final exam will cover all of the material we have reviewed throughout the course. It will consist of identifications, short answer questions, and essay questions. 

 

Class Cancellation Policy
In the unlikely event that a class meeting must be cancelled due to an emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the door. 

 

Course Website/Carmen

This course has a webpage on Carmen. Students should check the website regularly for announcements, course resources, and other information. Go to http://carmen.osu.edu. 

 

Discussions in Class
Class discussions are an essential part of this course and contribute to our understanding of the readings and lectures. For each session, students are expected to come to class with 1-2 discussion questions to share with the group. We will allocate time during each meeting to discuss the readings, relate them to lectures, offer alternative interpretations, and answer questions or clarify issues. 

 

In courses that deal with issues of race, sexuality, gender, class, identity, and other social topics, people can often have very strong personal opinions regarding these matters. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and cordial manner towards one another and the professor at all times, listening to each other’s comments and contributing constructively to the conversation. I ask students to think critically, engage and reflect upon the readings, and learn from one another. Ultimately, we are here to discuss the readings and historical events encompassed by this course rather than to give our opinions on contemporary issues or dilemmas.  As historians, however, we know well that the past shapes our present moment. Our goal, therefore, is to understand how the past has influenced our society today, particularly as it relates to Mexican Americans (Chicanas/os), their intersecting social formations, and contemporary American life. 

 

Email
The instructor will communicate with students via your OSU email account. Please make sure you check this account regularly. Also, please make sure you check the course’s website in Carmen for announcements, assignment instructions, or supplementary materials. Students may use email to contact the instructor outside of class, but please do not overuse email for simple questions that may be answered in class or in Carmen.

 

Enrollment/Registration

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

 

Grading

The following is the grade distribution for this class: 

Attendance/Discussion  20% 

Midterm                                   20%     

Film Analysis Essays                 30%

Final exam                                30%

Note: You must receive a passing grade for each portion of the course in order to pass the class.

 

Grade Breakdowns

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

 

Office Hours

Students are expected to meet at least once during the quarter for office hours with the professor.  Sign up sheets will be distributed during the first few meetings of class.  

 

Other Resources
As bright, motivated college students, you should take advantage of the wealth of resources available to you on OSU’s campus to support your academic achievement.  These include your instructors’ office hours, The Writing Center, library services, counseling, and training and tutoring.  

 

 

Course Schedule 
(subject to change)
 

Week 1           Why study Chicana/o History?

9/20                 Introduction

                        In-class writing assignment

 

Part I: Spanish Conquest & Colonization
 

Week 2           Indigenous Peoples/Pre-Columbian Civilizations

9/25                 *Miguel Leon-Portilla, The Broken Spears, Foreword (by Jorge Klor de Alva), Introduction

            

9/27                 *Miguel Leon-Portilla, The Broken Spears (1-80)

            

                        FILM: The Road to El Dorado
 

Week 3           Encountering the Indigenous, Making Spanish Subjects

10/2                 *Ramon Gutierrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away, Introduction (xvii-xxxi) and Ch. 1 “The Pueblo Indian World in the 16th Century” (3-36)

 

                        FILM: The Road to El Dorado
 

10/4                 *Ramon Gutierrez, When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away, from Ch. 2 “The Spanish Conquest of New Mexico” (39-66)

*Antonia Castañeda, “Sexual Violence in the Politics and Policies of Conquest: Amerindian Women and the Spanish Conquest of Alta California” in Building with our Hands, eds. Adela de la Torre and Beatriz M. Pesquera (15-33)

 

                        FILM ANALYSIS DUE                      

 

Week 4           Racial and Gendered Identities in Alta California

10/9                 Stephen Pitti, The Devil in Silicon Valley Ch. 1 “Devil’s Destiny” (8-29) 

 

10/11               *Lisbeth Haas, Conquests and Historical Identities in California, 1769-1936, Ch. 1 (13-44)

Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, Negotiating Conquest: Gender and Power in California, 1770s to 1880s, Preface (xiii-xxi), Part I (1-85)
 

Week 5           Life Under Spanish/Mexican Rule

10/16               *Lisbeth Haas, Conquests and Historical Identities in California, 1769-1936, Ch. 2 (45-88)  

                        David Weber, ed., Foreigners in Their Native Land (12-50)

                                                                                                

10/18              MIDTERM EXAM

 

 

Part II: American Conquest and Colonization
                                                           

Week 6           Anglo-American Arrivals 

10/23               Stephen Pitti, The Devil in Silicon Valley Ch. 2 “The Golden State” (30-50) *Tomás Almaguer, Racial Fault Lines Ch 2 (45-74) and Ch. 3 (75-104)

 

10/25               *Sarah Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture, Class, and Gender on an Anglo-Hispanic Frontier in the American Southwest, 1880-1940, Ch. 1 “Strategies of Power and Community Survival: The Expanding Chicano Frontier and the Regional Community, 1880-1914” (13-40)

            

Week 7           Constructing Mexican Labor  
10/30               Stephen Pitti, The Devil in Silicon Valley Ch. 3 “Transnational Industries” (51-77)

                        Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold Rush (25-95)

 

11/1                 Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp (99-183)

                                           

Week 8           

11/6                 Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp (235-344)

 

11/8                 Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, Negotiating Conquest, Part II (87-178)
                        FILM: Lone Star
 

Week 9           Texas

11/13               David Weber, ed., Foreigners in Their Native Land (51-86) 

                        *David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas 

                        Part 1 (13-21) and Ch. 2 (24-29)

*Neil Foley, The White Scourge, Ch.1 “The Old South in the Southwest: Westward Expansion of Cotton Culture, 1820-1900” (17-39)

 

                        FILM: Lone Star
 

11/15               *David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas Ch. 3 (50-74), Ch. 4 (75-99)

 

FILM ANALYSIS DUE 

 

Week 10         Accommodation, Assimilation, Resistance

11/20               Weber, Foreigners in Their Native Land (88-137)                 

 

11/22               Weber, Foreigners in Their Native Land (pages TBA)

 

Week 11         Conclusions and Review

11/27               Gilbert González and Raul Fernández, “Chicano History: Transcending Cultural Models” in Pacific Historical Review 63, no. 4 (469-497)

 

11/29               Exam Review

                                                                                                                  

12/6                 Final Exam     

                        11:30 am – 1:18 pm

