History 577.02

Chicano History 1900-Present

Winter 2007
Monday & Wednesday 10:30 am – 12:18 pm
Arps Hall 388
Dr. Lilia Fernández
Email: fernandez.96@osu.edu
Assistant Professor 
Phone:  614-292-7884

History Department 
Office: 224 Dulles Hall
Office Hours:  Mon 3:30-4:30 pm 

Tues 1:00- 2:00 pm or by appointment

Course Description & Objectives
This is the second half of a two-course survey of Chicana/o History.  The course aims to familiarize students with the broad themes, periods, and questions raised in the field of twentieth century Chicana/o (Mexican American) History. Themes and topics include immigration, labor activism and unionization, education and segregation, politics, popular culture, and social movements.  The course emphasizes a comparative approach to Chicana/o history in the Southwest and Midwest of the United States.  We will utilize social categories of race, class, gender, nation, and sexuality as we interrogate primary and secondary sources. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

· identify key moments in Chicana/o History, particularly in relation to larger events in U.S. History 

· describe theories of Mexican American racial, class, community, and gender formation

· place contemporary events in Mexican American life in historical context 

· have a broad understanding of the major developments and issues in Chicana/o History, which can provide a foundation for further study and research. 

Students DO NOT need to have taken History 577.01 to take this course.  

**NOTE: In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required Texts
Jose Alamillo, Making Lemonade out of Lemons: Mexican American Labor and Leisure in a California Town, 1880-1960 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2006)
Ernesto Galarza, Barrio Boy (South Bend: University of Notre Dame, 1971)

Lorena Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! Guerra No!: Chicano Protest and Patriotism During the Viet Nam War Era (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005)
Zaragosa Vargas, ed., Major Problems in Mexican American History (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999) **Recommended, not required**
Books may be purchased at SBX and should be available on reserve at Sullivant Library. 

*Additional readings available on Carmen—marked in the syllabus with an asterisk *

(Note: You should print and bring these readings to class)
Course Policies & Procedures

Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. Extensions will not be allowed unless they have been arranged ahead of time with the instructor and for extenuating circumstances only. 

Reading: Students are expected to complete all readings before the corresponding class meeting and should therefore manage their time in order to do all readings each week. As a 5-hour course, you should expect to dedicate approximately 15 hours a week to attending class and completing readings and/or assignments. Please be sure to bring readings to class each time we meet.


Discussion: Students will be assigned in pairs to lead discussion in class at least two times during the quarter.  Discussion leaders for that day will present questions related to the day’s readings and direct the class discussion. 

Film Analysis Essays: Students will write two 4-5 page papers on films we will be viewing in class critically analyzing them in relation to the course readings and lectures.  Papers should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or similar font, 1” – 1.25” margins.  More details will be provided in class. 
Website Analysis & Research: Students will find a website related to Chicana/o History on a research topic of their choice.  This may be an online exhibit or some other educational site. Students will give an oral presentation on the website placing it within the larger context of U.S. History more generally, and provide further readings on the topic.  

Final Exam Essays: Students will have a take-home final exam that will ask you to write two 4-5 page essays responding to questions related to the course’s readings. 
Evaluation
Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Attendance/Active Participation/



Discussion Leading

20%

Film Analysis
1

20%


Film Analysis 2

20%

Website Analysis

15%

Final Essays


25%

Note: You must receive a passing grade for each portion of the course in order to pass the class.

Grade Breakdown:
A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Accommodations

Students with disabilities should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Appropriate accommodations will be coordinated with The Office for Disability Services, 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901.  For further information, visit http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Attendance & Tardiness

Class sessions are an integral part of this course. You can not be successful in this course without attending class regularly.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions and be on time and prepared. Excused absences must be cleared in advance. More than 2 unexcused absences will reduce a student’s grade for attendance/participation by one letter grade. Repeated tardiness will also result in a lowered grade for attendance/participation. Attendance will be taken at every class meeting.

Students should come to class with that day’s readings, be prepared to ask and answer questions, and think critically about how the day’s lecture connects to readings. All cell phones should be turned off during class and laptops/PDA’s are not allowed. 

Course Website/Carmen

This course has a webpage on Carmen. Students should check the website regularly for readings, announcements, course resources, and other information. Go to http://carmen.osu.edu. 

Discussions in Class
Class discussions are an essential part of this course and contribute to our understanding of the readings and lectures.  In courses that deal with issues of race, sexuality, gender, class, identity, and other social topics, people can often have very strong personal opinions regarding these matters. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and cordial manner towards one another and the professor at all times, listening to each other’s comments and contributing constructively to the conversation. I ask students to think critically, engage and reflect upon the readings, and learn from one another. Ultimately, we are here to discuss the readings and historical events encompassed by this course rather than to give our opinions on contemporary issues or dilemmas.  As historians, however, we know well that the past shapes our present moment. Our goal, therefore, is to understand how the past has influenced our society today, particularly as it relates to Mexican Americans (Chicanas/os), a historically underrepresented U.S. ethnic minority group. 

Email
The instructor will communicate with students via your OSU email account. Please make sure you check this account regularly. Also, please make sure you check the course’s website in Carmen for announcements, assignment instructions, or supplementary materials. Students may use email to contact the instructor outside of class, but please do not overuse email for simple questions that may be answered in class or in Carmen.

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. This can include, but is not limited to: cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as your own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper, or substantially similar papers, to meet requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another students’ work.  Acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For the student, this may result in an E for the course and additional disciplinary action.  Students are responsible for being familiar with the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

Other Resources

As bright, motivated college students, you should take advantage of the wealth of resources available to you on OSU’s campus to support your academic achievement.  These include your instructors’ office hours, The Writing Center, library services, counseling, and training and tutoring.  

Class Cancellation Policy
In the unlikely event that a class meeting must be cancelled due to an emergency or illness, I will contact you via email and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the door. 

Course Schedule 

(subject to change)

1/3

Introduction to course, review syllabus, etc.

1/8
Models and Theories for Chicana/o History 

Ernesto Galarza, Barrio Boy (3-171)
1/10

The Mexican Revolution and Mexican Immigration


Ernesto Galarza, Barrio Boy (173-266)
1/15

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday



NO CLASSES

1/17

Depression, Deportation, and Repatriation


Jose Alamillo, Making Lemonade out of Lemons intro, chapter 1 and 2
1/22

Labor Organizing, Unions, and Radicals
Alamillo, Making Lemonade chapter 6


DUE: Research topics

1/24

Popular Culture and the Mexican American Generation


Alamillo, Making Lemonade, chapters 3-5
1/29

World War II and the Bracero Program

Lorena Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No! chapter 1

*Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own Chapter 5

1/31

The Good Years? Politics in the Postwar Era


Alamillo, Making Lemonade chapter 7



FILM: Salt of the Earth 

2/5

Becoming Militant—The Chicano Movement


Lorena Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No! chapters 2-3 



FILM: Chicano! History of the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement “Quest for a Homeland”
DUE: Film Analysis 1

2/7

Civil Rights and the War in Viet Nam


Lorena Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No! chapters 4 and 5

FILM: Chicano! “The Fight in the Fields”
2/12

 Education and Chicana/o Studies

* Gilbert González, Culture of Empire, Ch. 6 “Empire, Domestic Policy, and the Education of Mexican Immigrants” (153-183)
FILM: Chicano! “Taking Back the Schools”
2/14

Urban Renewal, Segregation, and Chicana/o Communities

*Lilia Fernández, “From the Near West Side to 18th Street: Mexican Community Formation and Activism in Mid-Twentieth century Chicago” in Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 98, no. 3 (162-183)
2/19

FILM: Mi Familia 
2/21

Sexing and Gendering Chicano History


*Virginia Espino, “Woman Sterilized As Gives Birth: Forced Sterilization and Chicana Resistance in the 1970s” in Las Obreras: Chicana Politics of Work and Family (65-81)

* Horacio Roque Ramírez, “‘That’s My Place!’: Negotiating Racial, Sexual, and Gender Politics in San Francisco’s Gay Latino Alliance, 1975-1983” in Journal of the History of Sexuality 12, no. 2 (224-258) 
2/26

Chicana Feminism

*Gloria Anzaldua, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness” from Borderlands/La Frontera (77-91)
*Selections from Alma García, Chicana Feminist Thought: The Basic Historical Writings

DUE: Film Analysis 2
2/28

California in the 1990s

*George Lipsitz, The Possessive Investment in Whiteness, from Chapter 3, “Immigrant Labor and Identity Politics” (47-56) 
*George Lipsitz, “Home is Where the Hatred Is: Work, Music, and the Transnational Economy” in Hamid Naficy, ed., Home, Exile, Homeland: Film, Media, and the Politics of Place (193-212)


*Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Doméstica, from Chapter 1 (3-12, 22-28) and from Chapter 2 (29-55)

3/5

Inter-ethnic Latina/o Alliances  

*Felix Padilla, Latino Ethnic Consciousness, from Ch. 1 (54-59) and Ch. 2 (60-83)

DUE: Student Presentations/Website Analysis
3/7

Contemporary Issues: Immigration, Politics, and Culture

*Jorge Durand and Douglas Massey, “The Costs of Contradiction: US Border Policy, 1986-2000” Latino Studies 1, no. 2 (233-252)


Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No!, from Epilogue (196-201)

DUE: Student Presentations/Website Analysis
3/14 Wed
DUE: Final Exam Essays
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