History 583.01N
Spring 2004
U.S. Diplomacy from the Revolution to 1920
Monday/Wednesday, 5:30-7:18, McPherson Labs 1015
 

Instructor:      Dr. Jennifer Walton

 

Contact:           207D Dulles Hall

                        292-0159

                        walton.89 AT osu.edu

                        http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/walton89/
 

Office Hours:    Tuesday and Thursday, 4-4:45, by appointment

 

Course Description:
In this course we will study American foreign relations from the revolutionary era to 1920.  During this period, the United States transformed from a struggling republic confined to the Atlantic coast to a continental empire with interests in Asia and the Caribbean.  We will analyze competing visions for expansion advocated by various groups of Americans; explore the domestic sources of foreign policy, whether political, economic, ideological, or cultural; and seek to understand the repercussions of expansion on the nation’s values, institutions, and history.  Topics to be addressed include: the Revolutionary War; continental expansion and Manifest Destiny; the Mexican War; late 19th century imperialism; the Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War; and Woodrow Wilson and World War I.  Some previous background in American history will be helpful.  

 

Course Objectives:
You should gain the following skills from this course:

 

1.  To develop the ability to assess and think critically about historical issues and how people interpret those issues;

 

2. To gain a basic factual knowledge of this historical period;

 

3. To develop skills in analyzing historical data and reaching informed conclusions about those data.

 

Enrollment:
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

 

Required Books (available at SBX and the OSU Bookstore):
Thomas G. Paterson, J. Garry Clifford, and Kenneth J. Hagan, American Foreign Relations: A History Volume 1: To 1920

Roger H. Brown, The Republic in Peril: 1812
William Earl Weeks, Building the Continental Empire: American Expansion from the Revolution to the Civil War
Kristin Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood: How Gender Politics Provoked the Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars
Lloyd Ambrosius, Woodrow Wilson and the American Diplomatic Tradition: The Treaty Fight in Perspective
Assorted primary documents, available online

 

Assignments:
There will be one in-class midterm examination on Monday April 26th.  The final exam will be administered during exam week, on Monday June 7th at 5:30.  Both exams will cover material from lectures, discussions and assigned readings and will consist primarily of essay questions.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  You will NOT be permitted to consult books, notebooks, or other aids during the exams.  Any student with an unexcused absence from an exam will earn an E for that test.

There will be one out-of-class writing assignment.  You will be divided into smaller groups to facilitate this assignment, and the due date will depend on your group number.  Each student must choose one book from a list provided by the instructor and write a scholarly review of it.  Each group will meet during one of the class periods and discuss their books in a seminar format.  You will be graded on the written essay as well as your informed and thoughtful participation in the seminar discussion.  A specific rubric for this assignment will be distributed after groups have been assigned.

 

Make-up Exam Policy:
If for any family or medical reason you find it absolutely necessary to miss an examination, you must contact me before the exam and have my consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam.

 

Attendance:
Classes will meet Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:18.  Attendance is mandatory at all class meetings.  Attendance will be taken five times, at random, during the quarter, and you will earn one point for each time you are recorded present.

 

Final Grade:
Final grades will be determined as follows:

 

Attendance       5%

Midterm           25%

Essay               45% (30% for the essay; 15% for seminar participation)

Final                 25%

 

Expectations:
Your fellow students depend on your cooperation in maintaining a classroom environment conducive to learning.  Late arrivals, early departures, and other disruptive behaviors are strongly discouraged.  Turn off all cellphones, beepers, pagers, and other electronic gadgetry.  On the other hand, you are encouraged to ask questions and raise substantive issues at all times. 

You are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarizing, or practicing other forms of dishonesty will not be tolerated and, consonant with university regulations, may result in failure of the course. 

 

Suggestions:
 
First, if you do not understand a course requirement or course material, please ask about it. I am here to help and welcome opportunities to answer your questions. You can stop by my office hours, make an appointment, call me, or send me an email.
 
Second, if you do not understand the grading of your examination, please seek clarification at the earliest opportunity.
 
Third, I would like to offer the following suggestions to assist you in writing essay exams:
 
1. Always relate exam points to time. If the exam has three sections of equal value, apportion your time equally. DO NOT spend longer on one or two of the sections than the percent of the grade it justifies.
 
2. Outline your essay before beginning to write. If you do not outline, the result often is a helter-skelter answer. So outline -- quickly. Then begin writing a properly composed essay; write an introduction, compose the main portion of your answer, conclude with two or three sentences that summarize your argument. If you follow this procedure, rather than simply writing your essay as the thoughts occur to you, you are far more apt to write an organized, coherent essay.
 
3. Remember that the prime concern of history is to analyze change or changes through a period of time. When, why, and how the changes occurred and the significance of the changes to American history are concerns at the center of each question you will be asked. As you study along through the quarter, try to use this framework as you read the assigned material and review your notes. When exam time comes, you then will be thinking along the right lines.
 

Schedule:
Lectures and assignments are tentatively scheduled below.  Each class will consist primarily of lecture, but ample time will be reserved for questions and discussion.  Please be prepared to make thoughtful contributions to each class.

 

March 29:        Introduction to the Course

                        Origins of the American Empire

 

March 31:        Revolutionary Diplomacy

                        Read American Foreign Relations, chapter 1;
                        Paris Peace Treaty (1783)
 

 

April 5: Federalist Diplomacy

                        Read American Foreign Relations, 40-59; 
                        Washington’s Farewell Address
 

April 7: Jeffersonian Diplomacy

                        Read American Foreign Relations, 59-84;
                        Skim over Louisiana Purchase documents
 

April 12:           The War of 1812

                        Read Brown, The Republic in Peril
 

April 14:           Monroe Doctrine

                        Read American Foreign Relations, chapter 3; 
                        The Monroe Doctrine
 

April 19:           Manifest Destiny

                        Read Weeks, Building the Continental Empire, chapters 1-3; 
                        John L. O’Sullivan, “The Democratic Principle” and excerpt from
                        “The Great Nation of Futurity”
 

April 21:           The Mexican War

                        Read Weeks, Building the Continental Empire, chapters 4-6; 
                        skim American Foreign Relations, chapter 4;
                        Optional: Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
 

April 26:           MIDTERM EXAM

 

April 28:           Empire Building

                        Read American Foreign Relations, chapters 5 and 6;
                        Alfred Mahan on Sea Power;
                        Frederick Jackson Turner, “Significance of the Frontier in American History”
                        Optional: Treaty of Fort Laramie
 

May 3:             The Spanish-American War

                        Read Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood
                        Optional: De Lôme Letter
 

May 5:             The Open Door?

                        Read American Foreign Relations, chapter 7;
                        First Open Door Note
 

May 10:           Wilsonian Diplomacy

                        Read American Foreign Relations, chapter 8;
                        The Zimmerman Telegram;
                        Wilson’s Joint Address to Congress Requesting a Declaration of War;
                        Wilson’s Fourteen Points
 

May 12:           The Paris Peace Conference and Versailles

                        Read Ambrosius, Woodrow Wilson and the American Diplomatic Tradition
 

May 17:           No Class

 

May 19:           SEMINAR: GROUP 1

 

May 24:           SEMINAR: GROUP 2

 

May 26:           SEMINAR: GROUP 3

 

May 31:           Memorial Day – no class

 

June 2:              Course wrap-up

                        Review for final exam

 

June 7:              Final Exam

 
 

