	 History 587.01 


	HISTORY 587.01: BUSINESS IN THE AGE OF MODERNIZATION 

Course description:
In this course we shall compare the historical development of business in Great Britain, the United States, and Japan from preindustrial times to the present. We shall focus our attention on the evolution of the business firm and its management, but we shall also examine the development of government-business relations and the changing relations between business and society in each nation. In short, we shall examine business developments in their social, cultural, and political contexts--with the goal of understanding convergence and divergence in business systems across the world.

Books to Purchase:
Mansel Blackford, The Rise of Modern Business in Great Britain, the United States, and Japan
Thomas McCraw, ed., Dynamics of Capitalist Revolutions: A Business History of Great Britain, Germany, the United States, and Japan 

You shall also read at least one book of your choice (with my approval) from the library.

This course will be limited in size and will be run as a combination lecture-discussion class. So, it is important to keep up with the readings every week. Grading will be based mainly upon written assignments--a midterm exam (30%), a book report (30%), and a final exam (40%); but class participation will also be considered in preparing the course grades. Students needing make-up exams must contact the instructor prior to the date of the scheduled exam. Papers received late will be penalized one full letter grade for each class day they are late. All students must be enrolled in the class by the end of the second week; no students will be enrolled after that time.

Tentative class topics:
January 6 
Introduction: Why Study Comparative Business History? 
Preindustrial Business: The House of Hancock 
January 8 
Preindustrial Business: The House of Konoike 
Preindustrial Business Practices 
Readings: Rise, introduction and ch. 1 
January 12 
Industrialization and the Rise of Big Business in America: Carnegie Steel 
January 14 
Small Business Persists in America: Buckeye Steel 
Readings: Rise, chs. 2 and 3; Dynamics, "American Capitalism"

January 20 
British Business During Industrialization 
British Brewing Industrializes 
January 22 
Britain's Sheffield Steel District 
Readings: Rise, ch. 4; Dynamics, "American Capitalism" and "Wedgewood" 
January 27 
Japanese Industrialization 
Japan's Silk-Reeling Industry 
January 29 
Business During Industrialization: Conclusions 
Review for Exam 
Readings: Rise, ch. 5; Dynamics, "Japanese Capitalism" 
February 3: MIDTERM EXAM

February 5 
World Business During the Interwar Years, 1920-40 
The Growth of Consumer Societies 
Readings: Rise, ch. 6; Dynamics, "Henry Ford and Alfred Sloan" 
February 10 
General Motors and Consumerism in the United States 
British Business in the Interwar Years: Auto Industry 
February 12 
Japanese Business in the Interwar Years: Kikkoman 
Readings: Dynamics, "Toyoda Automatic Looms and Toyota Automobiles" 
February 17 
The Changing Global Economy, 1940-98 
Postwar Business Trends in the United States 
February 19 
BFGoodrich: A Company Transformed 
Readings: Rise, chs. 7 and 8 
February 24 
Postwar British Business in Decline and Revival 
February 26 
The British Steel Corporation, 1967-98 
Readings: Dynamics, "IBM and the Two Thomas J. Watsons" and "Rolls-Royce and the Rise of High-Technology Industry" 
REPORTS DUE 
March 3 
Postwar Japanese Business Developments 
March 5 
Honda Motors: Japanese Entrepreneurship 
Readings: Rise, conclusion; Dynamics, "Convenience-Store Retailing in Two Countries: Southland and Seven-Eleven Japan" 
March 10 
The Rise of Multinational Corporations 
American Firms in Japan and Japanese Firms in America 
March 12 
Convergence and Divergence in National Business Systems 
Review for Final Exam 
March 14: FINAL EXAM (9:30-11:20)

There will be an early final exam for graduating seniors.


