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DISPLACED PERSONS IN EASTERN EUROPE

Autumn 2007

Dr. Theodora Dragostinova



Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-1:18 p.m.

Department of History



168 Dulles Hall 
348 Dulles Hall

Telephone: (614) 292-2674

Email: dragostinova.1@osu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday, 1:30-3 p.m.


           Wednesday, 10-11 a.m. or by appointment

This course examines the history of twentieth-century Eastern Europe from the perspective of forced migrations and ethnic cleansing. We will explore in detail three case-studies: the Greek-Turkish population exchange of 1923 that displaced some two million people in the Balkans; the German-Polish and German-Czechoslovak cases of ethnic cleansing after World War Two that created more than sixteen million displaced persons in postwar Central Europe; and finally the violence and refugee movements of two million citizens of former Yugoslavia that occurred during the Bosnian and Kosovo Wars of the 1990s. 

Students will read and analyze various definitions and explanations of forced migration, ethnic cleansing, genocide, and war crimes, comparing the viewpoints of historians, politicians, journalists, psychologists, anthropologists, and refugee relief organizations. We will pay special attention to the “views from below,” i.e. the viewpoint of the displaced persons and the problems of national inclusion and social integration that they faced after relocation. 

Required Readings:

All required readings are available for purchase at SBX only and are placed on 2-hour reserve at Sullivan Library. Additional readings will be provided through Carmen (marked as “Carmen” in Class Schedule).

Norman Naimark, Fires of Hatred. Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001).

Bruce Clark, Twice a Stranger: The Mass Expulsions that Forged Modern Greece and Turkey (London: Granta Books, 2007).

Mark Wyman, DPs: Europe’s Displaced Persons, 1945-1951 (Cornell: Cornell University Press, 1998).

Alfred-Maurice de Zayas, A Terrible Revenge: The Ethnic Cleansing of the East European Germans (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006).

Norman Cigar, Genocide in Bosnia. The Policy of Ethnic Cleansing (College Staten: Texas A&M University Press, 1995).

Christopher Merrill, The Old Bridge: The Third Balkan War and the Age of the Refugee (Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 1995).

Recommended Readings (on reserve):

Renée Hirschon, ed., Crossing the Aegean: An Appraisal of the 1923 Compulsory Population Exchange between Greece and Turkey (New York: Berghahn Books, 2003).

Philipp Ther and Ana Siljak, eds., Redrawing Nations: Ethnic Cleansing in East-Central Europe, 1944-1948 (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2001).

Course Requirements:

Attendance, participation, and discussion: 15%

Discussion leadership and handout preparation: 15% 

Three short papers on the assigned readings: 30% (each one is worth 10%)

Précis and bibliography: 5%

Final paper presentation: 5%

Ten-page final paper: 30%

Assignments:

1) Attendance, Participation, and Discussion (15%):

Attendance is required in this course, and I will take class roll at the beginning of each meeting. In the case of a legitimate, University-excused absence, please provide me with proper documentation, including a telephone number for verification; I am not going to accept emailed excuses. I will reduce your final grade by 2 (two) points for each absence incurred without a legitimate reason.

Participation will be evaluated weekly, and I will call on students who do not participate in discussion. You are required to complete all readings before coming to class, and students who have failed to do this will be penalized. 

2) Discussion Leadership and Handout Preparation (15%):

During each class, two students will be responsible for presenting the assigned readings, identifying questions for discussion, and distributing a handout (about 1 singled-space page) on the readings. For book assignments, the handout should state the main thesis of the author (one paragraph), discuss his/her methodology and sources (two to three sentences), and offer in-depth questions for discussion in class (five to ten questions). For article assignments, the summary and questions should be shorter (thesis/methodology in one paragraph and two to three questions for each article). Please be advised that it is your responsibility to bring 17 copies of the handout to distribute in class.

When we are discussing multiple books and articles, the students responsible for the weekly discussion leadership should split them between each other and provide two separate handouts, each one summarizing the thesis/methodology and posing questions on the respective readings. You are strongly encouraged to work together as a group. 

I will be available in my office the day before class to discuss questions regarding the readings with the students responsible for the weekly discussion leadership. You are strongly advised to bring tentative questions for discussion. 

3) Three Short Papers (30%, each one is 10%):

You will be required to submit three short papers (about 3 pages) discussing and comparing the assigned readings. The topics of the papers are listed on the class schedule. Detailed instructions will be provided separately. 

4) Précis and Bibliography (5%):

Each student will meet with the instructor to discuss his/her final paper. Once the topic has been finalized, students will prepare a one-page summary of their argument and a detailed bibliography. Detailed instructions will be provided separately.
5) Final Paper Presentation (5%):

During your final paper presentations, I expect each student to summarize the thesis and methodology of the major additional work that they have selected in a five-minute oral presentation. The presentation should be based on a 350-400 word summary that each one of your should prepare in advance and hand in during class so that I can take notes during the presentation. Please be advised that the time limit will be strictly enforced. To avoid interruption, please practice and time your presentation before coming to class.

6) Final paper (30%): 

For your final paper, you will choose 1) one witness account, memoir, or scholarly monograph on one of the conflicts that we have studied AND 2) two to three articles or book chapters on the specific case study. Incorporating all other assigned readings on the topic that we have discussed in class and using the theoretical concepts that we have debated, students should analyze the perspective of the major additional reading. Detailed instructions will be provided separately.

Grade distribution: 

A: 92.6 and above 


C+: 77.6-79.5


A-: 89.6-92.5 



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5
 


C-: 69.6-72.5


B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5 

E: below 62

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course. 

Late Assignments:

All assignments are due during the designated class period, and I do not accept late assignments for any reason. Each student should bring a paper copy to hand in during class; I do not accept emailed assignments. You can submit a late paper only if you provide me with proper documentation that confirms the University-excused reason for the late submission. 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate all reported cases of student academic misconduct. Academic Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating on exams, unauthorized collaboration with other students, alteration of grades, and fraudulent medical excuses. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp. 

For the purposes of this class, it is extremely important that you know what plagiarism involves. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. For more information, see http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.
Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Class Schedule:

W, 09/19: Introduction and Problems of Interpretation

Optional Reading: 

Karl Schloegel, “Ethnic Cleansing as an Invention of the Twentieth Century: An Account of Expulsions in Europe,” in Muenz and Ohliger, Diasporas and Ethnic Migrants: Germany, Israel and Post-Soviet Successor States in Comparison, 98-111. (Carmen)
W, 09/26: Case-Studies and Definitions

Readings: 

Naimark, Fires of Hatred 

Robert Hayden, “Schindler’s Fate: Genocide, Ethnic Cleansing, and Population Transfers,” Slavic Review 55, no. 4 (1996): 727-748. (Carmen)

Group One Presentation: Student and instructor.
W, 10/03: The Greek-Turkish War and Exchange: Context

Readings: 

Clark, Twice a Stranger 

Alexandros A. Pallis, “Racial Migrations in the Balkans during the Years 1912-1924” Geographical Journal, LXVI (1925): 315-331. (Carmen)

Group Two Presentation: Two students work together.
***First paper due in class: Compare how Naimark and Clark depict and explain the compulsory population exchange between Greece and Turkey***
W, 10/10: The Greek-Turkish War and Exchange: Consequences

Readings: 

Renee Hirschon, “Consequences of the Lausanne Convention: An Overview,” in Hirschon, Crossing the Aegean, 13-20. (Carmen and on reserve)
Dimitris Pentzopoulos, The Balkan Exchange of Minorities and its Impact upon Greece, 100-119 & 132-140. (Carmen).

Renee Hirschon, Heirs of the Greek Catastrophe: The Social Life of Asia Minor Refugees in Piraeus, 166-191. (Carmen)

Ayhan Aktar, “Homogenizing the Nation, Turkifying the Economy: The Turkish Experience of Population Exchange Reconsidered,” in Hirschon, Crossing the Aegean, 79-96. (Carmen and on reserve)

Sophia Koufopoulou, “Muslim Cretans in Turkey: The Reformulation of Ethnic Identity in an Aegean Community,” in Hirschon, Crossing the Aegean, 209-220. (Carmen and on reserve)

Group Three Presentation: Two students, one on Greece and one on Turkey.
W, 10/17: Central Europe after WWII: Displaced Persons

Readings: 
Mark Wyman, DPs 

Joseph Schechtman, “Postwar Population Transfers in Europe: A Survey” The Review of Politics 15, no. 2 (1953): 151-178. (Carmen)

Group Four Presentation: Two students work together.
W, 10/24: Central Europe after WWII: Ethnic Cleansing

Readings: 
Alfred-Maurice de Zayas, A Terrible Revenge
Jerzy Kochanowski, “Gathering Poles into Poland: Forced Migration from Poland’s Former Eastern Territories,” in Ther, Redrawing Nations, 135-154. (Carmen and on reserve)

Eagle Glassheim, “The Mechanics of Ethnic Cleansing: The Expulsion of Germans from Czechoslovakia, 1945-1947,” in Ther, Redrawing Nations, 197-220. (Carmen and on reserve)

Philipp Ther, “The Integration of Expellees in Germany and Poland after World War Two: A Historical Reassessment” Slavic Review 55, no. 4 (1996): 779-805. (Carmen)

Group Five Presentation: Two students, one on book and one on articles.
***Second paper due: Compare how de Zayas and the other readings assigned for today explain the expulsion and integration of Germans after WWII***

W, 10/31: The Yugoslav Conflict: The War in Bosnia

Readings: 
Cigar, Genocide in Bosnia

Damir Mirkovic, “Ethnic Conflict and Genocide: Reflections on Ethnic Cleansing in the Former Yugoslavia” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, 1996: 191-199. (Carmen)

Group Six Presentation: Two students work together.
***During this week, meet with instructor to discuss your final paper topic (signup sheet) and bring tentative bibliography***

W, 11/07: The Yugoslav Conflict: Displacement and Return

Readings: 
Merrill, The Old Bridge
UNHCR, Fifty Years of Humanitarian Action, 218-233. (Carmen)

Vandiver, “Reclaiming Kozarac: Accompanying Returning Refugees” in Sokolovic and Bieber, Reconstructing Multiethnic Societies, 167-184. (Carmen)

Brad Blitz, “New Beginnings? Refugee Returns and Post-conflict Integration in Former Yugoslavia “ in Blitz, War and Change in the Balkans. (Carmen)

Group Seven Presentation: Two students work together.
***Third paper due: Are the concepts of “genocide” and “ethnic cleansing” useful analytical tools in explaining the Yugoslav conflict? Please use examples from Cigar, Hayden (assigned 09/26) and other appropriate readings***
W, 11/14: From Lausanne to Potsdam to Dayton: Discussion

Readings: 

Chaim D. Kaufmann, “When All Else Fails: Ethnic Population Transfers and Partitions in the Twentieth Century” International Security 20, no. 4 (1996): 136-175. (Carmen)
Radha Kumar, “The Troubled History of Partition,” Foreign Affairs 6, no. 1 (1997): 22-34. (Carmen)
Michael Barutciski, “Lausanne Revisited: Population Exchanges in International Law and Policy,” in Hirschon, Crossing the Aegean, 23-38. (Carmen and on reserve)

Philipp Ther, “A Century of Forced Migration: The Origins and Consequences of ‘Ethnic Cleansing,’” in Ther and Siljak, Redrawing Nations, 43-74. (Carmen and on reserve)

John Mearsheimer and Stephen Van Evera, “When Peace Means War. The Partition that Dare Not Speak Its Name,” The New Republic, 18 December 1995. (Carmen)
Group Eight Presentation: Two students split articles.

***Topic and bibliography for final paper due ***

***Sign-up for final paper presentations***

W, 11/21: Final Paper Presentations

W, 11/28: Final Paper Presentations

***Final paper due Tuesday, 4 December, between 12:00-1:00 p.m. in my office***
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