HISTORY 598

Cities as Drivers of Human History

Spring 2007
Instructor: Derek Heng
Course Synopsis and Objectives

The city occupies an enigmatic place in human history. The genesis of urban-settlement patterns mark the quantum leap from a nomadic existence to that of a sedentary existence that is based on social organisation, the creation of economic surpluses and the establishment of a social hierarchy. Yet, the nature of cities goes beyond that. They also include issues of territoriality, state formation, and external linkages within a regional and global context.

As focal points of human settlement and activities, cities have been one of the most important driving forces in history. In turn, the role and function of cities, and indeed their existence and sustainability, have been affected by the larger context within which they exist. This dialectic relationship between urban centers and the external entity and context continues to be relevant to our understanding of local, regional and international developments today.
The course will explore cities as drivers of human history from six perspectives—the role of cities in history; cities as socio-religious focal points of societies; Cities as States; Cities as Nodal Entities in a Regional and Global Context; Cities as Economic Entities: Maritime Port-cities & Urban Economic Centers; and Cities in a Globalised—through the study of conceptual models as well as historical case studies. 
This course is a History major seminar. Apart from the weekly classes, students will be expected, through the course of the quarter, to develop a topic that will be the basis of their final essay. Towards the end of the quarter, there will be an academic seminar, during which students will present and discuss their final essay.
Administrative Matters

A Note Concerning Registration

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Academic Misconduct


  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term
academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism:

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu/
Accommodation for Disability


Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.

  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Grading

Your grade in this course will comprise: 

· Classroom Participation (including individual consultation)
30% of the total course grade

· 1 Classroom presentations of the seminar topic of choice (has to be approved by the instructor)
Presentations are to be 20 - 25 minutes long
20% of total course grade each

· 1 essay on a topic that has been approved for the annotated bibliography (length: 20 pages)
50% of the total course grade

· There will be no final exam

Three special comments: 

1) Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.
2) In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62.

3) I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.

Here are the grade breakdowns:

A: 92.6 and above

A-: 89.6-92.5

B+: 87.6-89.5

B: 82.6-87.5

B-: 79.6-82.5

C+: 77.6-79.5

C: 72.6-77.5

C-: 69.6-72.5

D+: 67.6-69.5

D: 62-67.5

E: below 62

Grading of your essays and exam answers: 

Most of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned. 

I furnish below brief descriptions of how you will earn your essay grades:

         "C” essays will include: an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.

         "B” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.

         "A” essays will include: all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.

         As for “D” and “E” essays: usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.

Attendance Policies: 

I expect you to attend regularly (both discussion classes and individual consultation sessions). Very often material offered by students during discussions should be included in your answers. Your attendance and participation in class would also determine the final score in the classroom participation component.

Course Outline
Week 1 (Tuesday): House Keeping
Week 2 (Tuesday): The Place of Cities in History & the Origins of Cities
Arnold Toynbee, Cities on the Move (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), chapter 1.

Paul Wheatley, Nagara and Commandary, The University of Chicago Department of Geography, Research Paper No. 207 – 208, 1983, Chapter 1. (44)
Week 3 (Tuesday): Cities as Socio-Religious Focal Points of a Society

Arnold Toynbee, Cities on the Move (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), chapter 8.

Paul Wheatley, The Pivot of the Four Corners (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Co., 1971), chapter 3 (pp. 125 – 369). (145)
Week 4 (Tuesday): Cities as States

Arnold Toynbee, Cities on the Move (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), chapter 2.

Mark Edward Lewis, “The City-State in Spring-Autumn China”, in Mogens Heran Hansen (ed), A Comparative Study of Thirty City-State Cultures (Copenhagen: C. A. Reitzels Forlag, 2000), pp. 359 – 374. (16)
Mogens Herman Hansen, “The Hellenic Polis”, in Mogens Heran Hansen (ed), A Comparative Study of Thirty City-State Cultures (Copenhagen: C. A. Reitzels Forlag, 2000), pp. 141 – 188. (38)
Anthony Reid, “Negeri: The Culture of Malay-Speaking City-States of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries”, in Mogens Heran Hansen (ed), A Comparative Study of Thirty City-State Cultures (Copenhagen: C. A. Reitzels Forlag, 2000), pp. 417 - 430. (14)
Week 5 (Tuesday): Cities as Nodal Entities in a Regional and Global Context
Arnold Toynbee, Cities on the Move (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), chapters 3, 4 & 6.

Anthony D. King, “Colonial Cities: Global Pivots of Change”, in Robert Ross & Gerard J Telkamp (eds), Colonial Cities; Essays on Urbanism in a Colonial Context (Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1985), pp. 7 – 32. (26)

Scott Macloed & T. G McGee, “The Singapore-Johore-Riau Growth Triangle: An Emerging Extended Metropolitan Region”, in Fu-Chen Lo & Yue-Man Yeung (eds), Emerging World Cities in Pacific Asia (Tokyo: United National University Press, 1996), pp. 417 – 464. (48)

Week 6 (Tuesday): Cities as Economic Entities: Maritime Port-cities & Urban Economic Centers
Rhoads Murphey, “On the Evolution of the Port City”, in Frank Broeze (ed), Brides of the Sea; Port Cities of Asia from the 16th – 20th Centuries (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1989), pp. 223 - 246. (24)
Heather Sutherland, “Eastern Emporium and Company Town: Trade and Society in Eighteenth Century Makassar”, in Frank Broeze (ed), Brides of the Sea; Port Cities of Asia from the 16th – 20th Centuries (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1989), pp. 97 – 128. (32)
Heng Chye Kiang, Cities of Aristocrats and Bureaucrats; The Development of Medieval Chinese Cityscapes (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 1999), chapter 4. (Library reserve collection)

Week 7 (Tuesday): Cities in a Globalised World
Arnold Toynbee, Cities on the Move (London: Oxford University Press, 1970), chapter 10.

Saskia Sassen, Cities in a World Economy (California: Pine Forge Press, 2006), Chapter 2 (pp. 15 – 44). (30)

Yue-Man Yeung & Fu-Chen Lo, “Global Restructuring and Emerging Urban Corridors in Pacific Asia”, in Fu-Chen Lo & Yue-Man Yeung (eds), Emerging World Cities in Pacific Asia (Tokyo: United National University Press, 1996), pp. 17 – 48. (32)
Week 2 -7 (Thursdays): Individual Consultation (compulsory)
Week 8 (Thursday): Draft of Final Papers to be submitted and exchanged amongst students (Prepare for Seminar)
Week 9 (Tuesday): Seminar: Presentation and Discussion of Papers
Week 10 (Thursday): Final Draft of Papers to be submitted.
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