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This course will examine the life and achievements of Julius Caesar as a politician, general, and writer. The study of Caesar represents a problem of considerable historiographic as well as historical interest. He was a pivotal figure in the fall of the Roman Republic and the establishment of a monarchy in its place. Consequently, any evaluation of Caesar’s career needs to take into account how subsequent ages and scholars have appraised that transformation and so the nature of what Caesar did. Was he a far-sighted genius who alone perceived the utter corruption of Republican Rome and the need for a monarchy to remedy it, or was he a power-hungry sociopath clawing his way to the top regardless of the cost in human suffering and ending political liberty in the process? Was his conquest of Gaul the achievement of a great statesman and empire-builder, or the act of a ruthless warmonger bent on pillage for political advantage at Rome? Is his significance as a literary figure that of a master of lapidary historical prose or of a calculating propagandist?

 

Objectives of this course: By completing the requirements for History 598.01, students will:

1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations.

2. Develop critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events.

3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources.

4. communications skills in exams, papers, discussions.

 

Enrollment: All students who intend to enroll in this course must be officially enrolled in it by the end of the second full week of the quarter (that is, by September 30th).  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 

Prerequisites: This class is open to senior history majors only.

 

Accommodation: Anyone who feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

 

Attendance:  This is college; I do not take attendance.  You are free to come to class or not as you see fit.  If you choose to come to class, I expect you to conduct yourself appropriately.  That means not reading the newspaper, talking to your neighbors, sleeping, or engaging in any other activity that the faculty deem disruptive of the learning process or disrespectful to the faculty.  Students who fail to conduct themselves appropriately will be asked to leave the classroom.  In addition, a substantial portion of your grade will be earned based on your participation in class discussions during the quarter and on oral presentations.  You cannot fulfill these portions of the course requirments if you do not come to class.

 

Statement on Academic Misconduct: It should go without saying that all work turned in for the course must be your own.  Passing someone else’s work off as your own constitutes plagiarism.  This or any other form of academic misconduct, such as cheating on exams, will be dealt through the procedures established by the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). 

For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm

Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu/

 

Success Center: The following website may be helpful in improving study habits: http://all.successcenter.ohio-state.edu/
 

Grading and Assignments: Students will be evaluated on the basis of two oral, in class reports (20% each), their participation in discussions (20%), and a final paper of 10-15 pages (40%).

 

Required Texts: The following books are available for purchase at SBX and elsewhere

 

Caesar The Conquest of Gaul, Penguin 0140444335

Caesar, The Civil War, Oxford U.P. 0192839233

Plutarch, The Fall of the Roman Repubic, Penguin 0140440844

Gelzer, Matthias. Caesar: Politician and Statesman Harvard U.P. 0674090012

Meier, Christian. Caesar: A Biography. Perseus Publishing 046500895X

 

Other readings may be found in Room 300 of the Thompson (Main) Library in the Loeb Classical Library series.  Note that Shackleton-Bailey’s (S-B) translation of Cicero’s Letters to Atticus (Epistulae ad Atticum) is available in the Cambridge Texts and Commentaries Series: PA 6257 A5 1965 as well as in the Loeb Classical Library edition: PA6156 C5 E5 1999 (note however that there is an edition of 1912, which is a different translation).  Shackleton-Baily’s translation of Cicero’s Letters to His Friends (Epistulae ad Familiares) is available in the Loeb series: PA6156 C5 E3 2001 (again, note that there is a Loeb edition of 1956 which is a different translation), and in a Penguin paperback edition, now unfortunately out of print.

 

September 27: Session 1, Background and Introduction

 

October 4: Session 2, Early Career and Rise To the Consulship

 

Reading:

 

Cic. Against Cat. 1.15, 4.7-10; Pro Mur. 81; Pro Sulla 11-12, 67-68, 81 

Sallust Catiline Conspiracy
Asconius 91C (handout)

Vell. 2.41-44

Suet. Div. Jul. 1.1-18.2, 45-74

Plut. Caes. 1-13; Pomp. 24-26; Cato the Younger 24.1-3, 26.1-29.3; Caes. 23

Dio 36.43.1-5; 36.44.3-5; 37.26.1-28.4; 37.37.1-3, 37.52.1-53.4

 

Gelzer, Caesar 27-70

Meier, Caesar 133-82; 51-132 (recommended)

 

 

October 11: Session 3, The Year 59

 

Reading:

 

Cicero, Letters to Atticus 1.16-19, 2.1, 3-24 (S-B nos. 16-19, 21, 23-44)

Letters to His Brother Quintus 1.2 (S-B no. 2, in Letters to His Friends) 

In Vatiniam 24-25

Plutarch, Pompey 42-48; Crassus 14; Caesar 9-14; Cato the Younger 26-34; Lucullus 42

Suetonius, Caesar 18-23

Appian, Civil Wars 2.8-14

Dio Cassius, 37.42- 38.11

 

Gelzer Caesar 71-101

Gruen, Last Generation 83-96, 141-44, 239-44, 287-92, 396-401

Meier, Caesar 182-223

 

October 18: Session 4, Proconsulship, 58-57

 

Reading: 

Caesar, Gallic War, 1-2

Cicero, Att. 3.15, 18 (S-B  nos. 60, 63)

Letters to his Friends, 1.9 (S-B no. 20)

de Dom. 40, 66

de Haru. Resp. 48

Sest. 71

Prov. Cons. 43

Piso, 79-80

Plut., Caes., 15-20; Pomp. 48-49

App. Civ Wars 15-16; Gallic Hist. XVI

Dio, 38.12-17, 30-35, 47-50; 39.1-8

 

Meier, Caesar 224-64

Gelzer, Caesar, 102-116

 

October 25: Session 5, The Proconsulship, 56-53

 

Reading: 

Cicero, Letters to Atticus 4.1, 8, 16-19 (S-B nos. 73, 82, 89-93)

Letters to His Friends 1.1-2, 4-5, 7-9 (S-B nos. 12-16, 18-20)

Letters to His Brother Quintus 2.2-3, 2.5-7, 2.14-3.2, 3.5-6 (S-B nos. 6-7, 9-11, 18-22, 25-26)

De Provinciis Consularibus 1-47

Plutarch, Pompey 49-53; Crassus 14-16; Cato the Younger 40-46; Caesar 21-24

Suetonius, Caesar 24

Dio Cassius, 39.6-39, 59-65

 

Gelzer, Caesar 116-48

Meier, Caesar, 265-97

 

November 1: Session 6, The Proconsulship 52-49 and the Coming of Civil War

 

Reading: 

Cicero, Letters to Atticus 5.2, 11, 19; 6.1-3, 8-9; 7.1, 3-9; 8.3, 15A (S-B nos. 95, 104, 112, 115-117, 122-124, 126-132, 153, 165A)

Letters to His Friends 2.7; 6.6; 7.11; 8.1-2, 4-6, 8-14 (S-B nos. 34, 77-78, 81-84, 86-88, 91, 97-98, 107, 234)

De Provinciis Consularibus 36-37

Caesar, Gallic War 6.1, 7-8

Civil War 1.1-9, 32, 85, 3.1

Asconius 30-33C (handout)

Plutarch, Pompey 53-60; Caesar 22, 28-32, 46; Cato the Younger 45, 51

Suetonius, Caesar 26-31, 83

Appian, Civil Wars 2.19-37

Dio Cassius, 39.59-65, 40.44-66, 41.1-3

 

Gelzer, Caesar 145-94

Gruen, Last Generation 150-59, 233-39, 337-57, 449-97

Meier, Caesar 297-363

 

 

November 8: Session 7, The Civil War

 

Reading:

Caesar, The Civil War 1-3

Cicero, Letters to Atticus 7.10-24, 8.4, 6, 8, 11, 11A, 12B, 12C, 12D, 15, 15A, 16, 9.2a, 6, 6A, 7, 7A, 7B, 7C, 11, 11A, 13a, 13A, 14-16, 18-19, 10.4.8-11, 8A, 8B, 9A, 10. (S-B nos. 133-36, 138-48, 154, 156, 158, 161, 161A, 162 A, 162B, 162C, 162D, 165, 165A, 166, 169, 172, 172A, 174, 174A, 174B, 174C, 181, 181A, 182-83, 185, 187, 189, 195.8-11, 199A, 199B, 200A, 201)

Letters to His Friends 8.15-16, 9.9 (S-B nos. 149, 153, 157)

Plutarch, Pompey 61-80; Caesar 33-57

Suetonius, Caesar 32-35

Appian, Civil Wars 2.38-49, 54-70, 75-88

Dio Cassius, 41.4-26, 41.35.5-42.5

 

Gelzer, Caesar, 195-271

Meier, Caesar, 364-429

 

 

November 15: Session 8, The Dictatorship and Assassination of Caesar

 

Reading:

Cicero, Letters to Atticus 12.45, 13.26-28, 31, 37, 40, 44, 50-52, 14.1-2, 4, 6, 21, 15.3-4 (S-B nos. 286, 290, 298-299, 302, 336, 340, 343, 346, 348-349, 353, 355-356, 358, 360, 375, 380-381)

Letters to His Friends 4.4, 8-9, 13, 6.1, 6, 13, 7.30, 9.15-17, 11.27  (S-B nos. 190, 195-196, 203, 218, 225, 227,229, 231, 234, 242, 265, 348)

Pro Marcello 23-29

Philippics 1.3-4, 18-24, 32; 2.24-36, 71, 74, 84-91, 108-111, 116; 3.12; 5.38, 49; 7.16; 10.7; 13.17, 31, 40-41, 47

Caesar, Civil War 3.57

[Caesar], The Alexandrian War, The African War
Nicolaus of Damascus, FGH Frg. 130 (handout)

Plutarch, Caesar 48-51, 56-66; Brutus 7-18; Antony 6-7, 11-14

Suetonius, Caesar 36-45, 75-88

Appian, Civil Wars 2.88-117

Livy, Per. 116

Dio Cassius 42.6-33, 42.44-43.14, 19-51, 44.1-20, 45.6-7

Velleius Paterculus 2.56-58

 

Gelzer, Caesar, 272-333

Meier, Caesar, 430-86

 
November 22: Session 9, Paper Writing; Individual Consulation

 

November 29: Session 10, Paper Writing; Individual Consulation

 

December 6, 2:30PM: PAPERS DUE
 

