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HISTORY 598.01
Revolution and Counter-revolution in Latin America 

Winter Quarter 2007      W, 1:30-3:18

Derby Hall, DB 0060
Instructor:
Professor Stephanie Smith 


Assistant Professor, History
Office:  
Dulles Hall, Room 340
Office Hours:
11:30-12:30 Monday and Wednesday or by appointment
Phone:
292-6216
Email: 
smith.4858@osu.edu

In 1960 Fidel Castro spoke before the U.N., defiantly stating “Were Kennedy not a millionaire, illiterate and ignorant, then he would obviously understand that you cannot revolt against the peasants.” And just a few years later in 1964, Che Guevara once again criticized the U.S. by arguing “Those who let the murderers of blacks remain free, protecting them and furthermore punishing the black population because they demand their legitimate rights as free men—how can those who do this consider themselves guardians of freedom?” Who were these Latin American revolutionaries, and what do their angry statements reveal about the history of U.S.-Latin American relationships? This course analyzes Latin American revolutions to better understand the history and meanings of revolutionary actions, as well as U.S. involvement, in various Latin American countries. Although we begin with the 1791 Haitian Revolution, most of the class will be concerned with twentieth century uprisings and recent events, such as those in Mexico, Cuba, South America, and Central America. The students will discuss the causes of revolution, their changing historical nature, and finally revolutionary outcomes. Throughout the class we will pay close attention to concepts of class, gender, and ethnicity to better understand the inclusion of various peoples into the revolutionary experience. We will also look at the historical participants of revolutionary actions, such as Che Guevara and guerilla movements, to explore participation from the ground level up. 

***All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Grading: 

Attendance/Participation: 10%


Presentations: 10%

Weekly Response Papers: 35% (5% each)

Précis and bibliography: 5%

Final Paper: 40%
Assigned Readings

1. 
John Foran, Taking Power: On the Origins of Third World Revolutions (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 0-521-62984-5.
2. 
Daniel Castro, ed., Revolution and Revolutionaries: Guerrilla Movements in Latin America (Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 1999), ISBN: 0-8420-2626-6.
3. 
Che Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare with Introduction by Marc Becker (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998), ISBN: 0-8032-7075-5.
4. 
Laurent Dubois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution 
(The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press: Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2004),

ISBN: 067401826-5. 
5. 
John Womack, Zapata and the Mexican Revolution (New York: Vintage Books, 1970), ISBN: 0-394-70853-9.
6. 
Peter Winn, Weavers of the Revolution: The Yarur Workers and Chile’s Road to Socialism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989), ISBN: 0-195-04558-0.
7. 
Victoria González and Karen Kampwirth, eds. Radical Women in Latin America: Left and Right (University Party, Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001), ISBN: 0-271-02101-2.
Make-up examinations and late work: Make-up work will be allowed only in the case of a real emergency, and only if this can documented with an official written excuse. Do not ask for exceptional treatment.
Late work will be downgraded by one letter grade for each day it is late. Work that is four or more days late will not be accepted.
I will only assign an incomplete grade if you have suffered a debilitating injury or a life altering loss, which must be documented, and you have completed a significant portion of the course work. If this is not the case, you will be assigned the grade earned. 

Academic Misconduct
Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).

For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.
See these web sites for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: 

http://cstw.osu.edu/ 

http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/research_plagiarism.htm

Warning: Do not attempt to copy a paper off the Web and present it as your own work! This is plagiarism, and will result in an academic misconduct hearing.
Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Students with disabilities should obtain the necessary form(s) for taking their midterm and final exams. Please make sure that I have signed the appropriate form well in advance of the exams. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

All information and documentation of disabilities will be kept confidential. 

Grading Notes

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.

Here are the grade breakdowns:

A:  92.6 and above; A-:  89.6-92.5; B+:  87.6-89.5; B:  82.6-87.5; B-:  79.6-82.5; C+:  77.6-79.5; C:  72.6-77.5; C-:  69.6-72.5; D+:  67.6-69.5; D:  62-67.5; E:  below 62

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:
1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity in Latin American, and Latin America’s relationship to other countries. This knowledge will provide students with insights into the history of Latin American revolutions, and build a foundation for future comparative understandings of other civilizations.

2. Develop critical thinking and the ability to analyze and evaluate diverse interpretations of historical events. For example, students will debate current events that affect Latin America today, such as the rhetoric of Venezuela’s president, Hugo Chávez. .
3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources. For this course students will utilize an edited volume, Revolution and Revolutionaries, which contains primary sources. They will also analyze secondary sources through their weekly readings.
4. Communications skills in exams, papers, discussions. Students for this course will be required to attend write papers based on assigned readings and outside materials. They also will be expected to participate in discussions and debates for each class period.
5. Acquire a deeper understanding of the factors that shaped human activity as it changed over time in varying geographical and cultural contexts. The course will take a broad historical approach to the history of revolutions in Latin America, beginning with the Haitian revolution in 1791 and moving up to the recent presidential elections and student uprisings. We will also study different parts of Latin America to better understand the different geographical elements.
6. Advance students’ effectiveness in oral communications and in writing historical arguments and documenting evidence to support those arguments. Students will be required to give a presentation during the course. They also will be required to document their sources in their papers with proper historical citations.  
Study and Paper Tips: 

( Do the assigned readings before you come to class. Overall, keep up with the readings.

( When writing your paper, keep several things in mind. 
1. Strive for good overall paper organization. Begin with an introduction, where you state your thesis and briefly tell the reader what you will be writing about. This is followed by the body of the paper, where you will present the body of your evidence through the development of supporting arguments. Finally, your paper should have a conclusion, in which you once again explain the significance of your question and argument. 

2. Strive for good paragraph organization. Begin with a clear topic sentence, which is usually short. Follow with material that either supports or elaborates upon the idea of the topic sentence. 

3. Make sure that your paper has a clear progression of ideas from one paragraph to the next.

4. Avoid lengthy quotes. These take up valuable space that is better spent on your own analysis.

5. Avoid contractions, such as don’t and isn’t, in your paper.

6. Minimize use of the passive voice. For example: “The war was begun by peasants” should be “Peasants began the war.” Passive voice makes your writing weak.

7. Once again, avoid plagiarism of any kind. 

8. Double-check to make sure that your paper is free of spelling errors, improper grammar, or incorrect punctuation.

9. Make sure that you use footnotes properly.

Class Assignments
Attendance/Participation: Attendance is required for every class, and will be taken at the beginning of each class. You are responsible for attending each and every class since your grade will be adversely affected by any absences. If you need to miss a class, please talk to me beforehand, and present an official written excuse when you return.
Any student who misses a class without permission must write an additional paper on supplemental relevant readings for the week (3-5 pages), which they will duplicate for the other members of the class.

If a student misses more than one class, for whatever reason, they must write an additional paper (3-5 pages) which will be determined by the professor.
This class is designed as a lecture and discussion class, and requires active class participation and discussion by every student for each class. To participate well in class, you will need to keep up with the reading material. Your attendance/participation grade will be based on attendance, 
in-class assignments, and regular informed contributions to class discussion.
*** Please feel free to express your opinion in a constructive manner. Part of the objective of the class is for you to learn how to coherently express your positions on a number of topics. While you may not agree with everything said in class, you must show respect to fellow classmates.

Group Presentations: You will be responsible for one class presentation over the class assignments. On this day you will also be responsible for leading the class discussion and asking questions following the presentation. You should utilize additional outside sources for your presentation. 
Response Papers: For each class period you will write a response paper (about 2 pages) over the weekly readings. I will NOT accept response papers by email attachment. Your paper should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. In these papers you should present a brief summary of the main points and arguments of the readings, and analyze the relevance of the scholar’s points. What was the main thesis of the piece? The papers will be turned in during class time only.

Final Paper: Your paper should address one important question or topic discussed in class. While you will use the books assigned from class, I expect that you will also utilize outside sources, although no more than one internet source. I will NOT accept the final paper by email attachment. Your paper should be 20 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. In addition, you also need to include a bibliography that lists your sources with full publication dates on a final page (which does not count towards your total pages). If you quote or paraphrase any publications, you should properly cite the material with a foot- or endnote citation. However, you should avoid lengthy quotes. We will talk more about the paper in class.
This is a historiographical paper, meaning you will focus on a particular theme from the topics covered in our class, and then utilize the arguments from secondary literature to show the intellectual trends in scholarship and how scholars have approached or argued the subject over time. As you explore the development of interpretations in your given area, make sure you focus on a particular topic so that your theme does not become too broad. NOTE: your paper is not a book review. Instead, you will look at the main historical theses or arguments in the works to analyze their points of agreement or disagreement. Are there similarities or differences in the ways in which the scholars approach history? You also will need to explain the evidence and sources they use to create their study. What were their sources and research? How did current events affect their works? (Ex.: are there differences if the scholar wrote during 1968 or 2006?) You should critically evaluate the books to add your thoughtful and careful analyses as well.
Week 1
Jan. 3

Introduction. 
Week 2


Jan. 10
What is revolution? 
1. John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 1-29. (Theorizing revolutions)


2.
Handout: Timothy P. Wickham-Crowely, Guerrillas & Revolution in Latin 


America (Chapter 1: Introduction)
3. Handout: Eric Selbin, Modern Latin American Revolutions (Chapter 1: 



Social Revolution and the Role of the Individual)

4.
Castro: Introduction, pp. xv-xxxvii.
Group 1 Presentation
Week 3


Jan. 17
Who are the revolutionaries? (Cuba)

1. 
Che Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare with Introduction by Marc Becker (complete)

2. 
John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 57-65. (Cuban revolution)

3. 
Handout: Timothy P. Wickham-Crowely, Guerrillas & Revolution in Latin 


America (Chapter 2: Who Are the Guerrillas?)


4. 
Castro: To Free the Present from the Past, pp. 87-92.

Group 2 Presentation
Week 4

Jan. 24
Haitian Revolution
1. 
Laurent Dubois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian 
Revolution (complete)
2. Castro: The Rebellion of Tupac Amaru, pp. 1-9.

3. The Caste War: pp. 11-22. 


Group 3 Presentation
Week 5


Jan. 31

Mexican Revolution 

1. 
John Womack, Zapata and the Mexican Revolution (complete)
2. 
John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 34-46. (Mexican revolution)
3. 
Castro: The Struggle of the Zapatistas, 23-42.
Group 4 Presentation
Week 6

Feb.  7

Discussion of Final Paper
Assignment: 1 page précis and bibliography
You will meet with me individually to discuss your final paper.
Week 7


Feb. 14

South America and Revolution
1. 
Peter Winn, Weavers of the Revolution: The Yarur Workers and Chile’s Road 
to Socialism (complete)
2. John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 158-163; 174-181. (Chile)
3. John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 209-211. (Shining Path, Peru)
Group 5 Presentation
Week 8

 

Feb. 21
Women in Revolution in Central America 

1. 
Victoria González and Karen Kampwirth, eds. Radical Women in Latin
 


America, pp. 1-131.
2. John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 65-74; 190-196. (Nicaragua)
3. Castro: The Iron Legions, pp. 191-199.
Group 6 Presentation
Week 9


Feb. 28
The Future of Revolution 
1. 
John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 238-242. (Chiapas)
2. 
John Foran, Taking Power, pp. 247-278. (Future of revolutions)

3. 
Castro: Sources and Resources of Zapatism, pp. 215-218.

4. 
Castro: The End of an Era, pp. 219-227.
Group 7 Presentation
Week 10

March 7 
Presentation of Final Projects
Final paper due in my office: 
Wednesday, March 14th, 1:30-2:30
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