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            This seminar examines the roles sport has played in American society and culture since the mid-19th century.  Topics will include the development of “modern” sport from “pre-modern” athletic practices; the emergence of baseball, boxing, and college football as major American cultural forces; the use of organized athletics as a means of instilling social values in American youth; the ways sport has been both a reflection and a constituent of American views about race and gender; the growth of commercialized, professionalized athletics as a major entertainment industry; the use of sport as a symbolic battleground for larger American social issues; and the impact of sport on the American culture of celebrity.

 

            Students will be evaluated according to their performance on the following: participation in class discussion based on weekly assigned readings (30%); two 5-7 pp. papers (20% each); one 10-15 pp. paper (30%).  The longer paper will involve some additional reading to be chosen in consultation with the professor.

 

            The following books are required:

 

Elliott J. Gorn, The Manly Art: Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in America
Steven A. Riess, Touching Base: Professional Baseball and American Culture in the Progressive Era
Michael Oriard, King Football: Sport and Spectacle in the Golden Age of Radio and Newsreels, Movies and Magazines, the Weekly and the Daily Press
Jules Tygiel, Baseball's Great Experiment: Jackie Robinson and His Legacy
Susan K. Cahn, Coming on Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Women's Sport
Walter Lafeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism, New and Expanded Edition
            Below is our schedule of common readings.  I cannot stress enough that completion of these readings and informed participation in weekly discussion are absolutely essential components of this seminar.  For this reason, only the kinds of health or personal emergency issues which might warrant missing a midterm or final should be considered sufficient to excuse absence from class.

 

September 21  Introduction:  What is Sport?  (And While We’re At It, What is History?)
                        Readings: Melvin Adelman, “The First Modern Sport in America: Harness Racing in New York City, 1820-1870,” Journal of Sport History 8(Spring 1981), 5-32; Synthia Snydor, “A History of Synchronized Swimming,” Journal of Sport History 25(Summer 1998), 252-267.

                        These readings are available online, as .pdf files, at the following links:

            http://www.aafla.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH1981/JSH0801/jsh0801b.pdf
            http://www.aafla.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH1998/JSH2502/JSH2502e.pdf 

 
September 28  Men Hitting One Another

                        Reading: Gorn, The Manly Art
 
October 5  Men Hitting a Small Ball with Sticks

                        Reading: Riess, Touching Base
 
October 12  Men Hitting One Another (Upper-Middle-Class Division)

                        Reading: Oriard, King Football  First short paper due
 
October 19  Sport and Race I: Sport in Jim Crow America

                        Reading: selected journal readings TBA 

 
October 26  Sport and Race II: Sport and Desegregation
                        Reading: Tygiel, Baseball’s Great Experiment
 
November 2  Sport and Gender

                        Reading: Cahn, Coming On Strong
 
November 9  Sport and Race III: You Didn’t Think We Were Done Discussing Race, Did You?

                        Reading: selected journal readings TBA.  Second short paper due
 

November 16  Michael Jordan: Two-Guard, or Global Hegemon?

                        Reading: Lefeber, Michael Jordan and the New Global Capitalism
 
November 30  Conclusions, summaries, final thoughts, etc.

                        Reading: completion of additional readings for your final paper by this date

 
Final paper due Tuesday, December 5, 1:30 p.m.

