History H598.02
 
THE “FIFTIES”: LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES, 1948-1963
 
Autumn 2002
 
David Stebenne
267 Dulles, 292-5359
Stebenne.1@osu.edu
Office hours: Mondays, 3:30-5:00 p.m.,
or by appointment
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Attendance at all class meetings and active participation in class discussions; a short (2-3 page) seminar paper prospectus due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 16th; a first draft of a twenty-page research paper due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 21st; and a final draft due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 9th.
 
READING ASSIGNMENTS
 
Assignments should be completed prior to the Monday class meetings during which those assignments will be discussed.  All of the books listed are available for purchase at SBX.  A copy of each of the assigned books will also be placed on closed reserve at the E.H.S. Library (formerly the Undergraduate Library), 110 Sullivant Hall.
 
Sept. 30  Introduction and library tour
               no reading assignment
 
Oct. 7  The Emergence of a Large Peacetime Military Establishment and Its
            Consequences
            Michael J. Hogan, A Cross of Iron: Harry S. Truman and the Origins
            of the National Security State, chaps. 1-8
            Questions to consider: 1)Why did the United States abandon its long-
            standing policy of a small peacetime military establishment during the
            late 1940’s and early 1950’s?  2)What were the most significant conse-
            quences of that policy change for the way Americans lived in the Fifties?
 
Oct. 14  Columbus Day holiday observed, no class meeting
 
Reminder: seminar paper prospectus due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 16th
 
Oct. 21  “Modern” Republicanism
              Fred I. Greenstein, The Hidden-Hand Presidency, preface, prologue,
              chaps. 1-5
              Questions to consider: 1)How did the Eisenhower administration differ
              from Roosevelt’s and Truman’s?  2)What were the defining attributes
  of Eisenhower-era Republicanism? 
                
Oct. 28  The Rise of Suburbia
              Herbert J. Gans, The Levittowners: Ways of Life and Politics in a New
              Suburban Community, preface to the Morningside edition, introduction,
  chaps. 1-11; and Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American
  Families in the Cold War Era, chaps. 3, 5-8
  Questions to consider: 1)What were the most important reasons why suburbs
  began to emerge as the dominant mode of residence in the United States
  during the 1950’s?  2)What were suburban and family life like then?
 
Nov. 4  The Revival of Religious Observance
             Will Herberg, Protestant, Catholic, Jew: An Essay in American Religious
             Sociology, introduction, foreword, preface, chaps. 4-11
             Questions to consider: 1)What explains the upsurge in church and synagogue
             attendance during the 1950’s?  2)What role did religious observance play
             in Americans’ lives then? 
 
Nov. 11  Veterans Day Holiday observed, no class meeting
 
   Television, Advertising and Consumer Culture
               Karal Ann Marling, As Seen on TV: The Visual Culture of Everyday Life
               in the 1950s, prologue, chaps. 1-7
               Questions to consider: 1)What were the most common images on television
               during the 1950’s?  2)How did those images affect Americans’ thoughts
               and behavior then?
      
Nov. 18  Cold War Scare: The Cuban Crisis and Its Consequences

                  Aleksander Fursenko and Timothy Naftali, “One Hell of a Gamble”:
                Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy 1958-1964, introduction, chaps. 5-16
                  Questions to consider: 1)Why did the USA and USSR become
                engaged in a confrontation over Cuba in October 1962?  2)What
                were the consequences of that confrontation for U.S.-Soviet
                relations?
 
   Reminder: seminar paper first draft due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on
   Thursday, Nov. 21st
 
Nov. 25  Increasing Poverty and Protest
               Michael Harrington, The Other America: Poverty in the United States,
               chaps. 1-8; Taylor Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King
               Years, 1954-1963, chaps. 18-22
               Questions to consider: 1)What was poverty in America like during the
               late 1950’s and early 1960’s?  2)What social problems did poverty in
               America create or make worse then?  3)Why did the Kennedy administration
               change its civil-rights policy following the confrontation in Birmingham?
               4)What were the consequences of that policy shift?
 
  Reminder: seminar paper final draft due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on
  Monday, Dec. 9th
 
 
ENROLLMENT: Every student must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
SEMINAR PAPER ASSIGNMENT: Every student is required to write a twenty-page paper that reviews and critiques the most important scholarly literature on some aspect of American life in the 1950’s.  Students are encouraged (but not required) to select one of the topics discussed at length in the class meetings.  Students may review and critique reading assigned for the class if it deals with the paper topic they select.  
 
The purposes of the paper assignment are to make students familiar with the scholarly literature on some aspect of American life in the 1950’s, to teach students how to conduct a comprehensive literature search on an historical topic, and to improve their reading and writing skills.  Students should confine their research to secondary sources, i.e. published books and articles.  Papers may be organized in either a chronological or conceptual fashion.
 
Researching and writing the paper will be a three-part process.  After surveying the potential sources, students should first write a 2-3 page research paper prospectus identifying the paper topic, and listing the principal secondary sources on which the paper will be based.  The prospectus, typed, double-spaced, with standard margins, font sizes and citation form (which will also be required for the first and final paper drafts), will be due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 16th.  (Students should consult the Chicago Manual of Style if they have questions about the paper’s format.)  Next, students should do their research thoroughly and carefully, and then write a complete first draft of the paper, which will be due at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 21st.  Third and finally, student should revise their first drafts in response to the written comments on them.  The final draft is due in at my office by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 9th.

 
GRADING POLICIES: The various course requirements are weighted for grading purposes as follows: participation in weekly discussions: 25%; research paper prospectus: 15%; research paper first draft: 20%; research paper final draft: 40%.  If for any family or medical reason you are unable to turn in an assignment by the due date, you must contact me beforehand and have my consent to an extension.  No paper will be accepted after the stated due date unless agreement was reached with me before that due date.  Late work will be penalized.      
