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The Woman Suffrage Movement, 1848-1920
 

“We appeal to our sisters of Ohio, to arise from the lethargy of ages, to assert their rights as independent human beings, to demand their true position as equally responsible co-workers with their brethren in this world of action and responsibility.  Take possession of your birthright to freedom and equality.  Take it not as the gracious boon tendered by the chivalry and gallantry to superiors, but as your right on principles of justice and equality.”   (To the Women of Ohio, adopted by the Women’s Convention at Salem, Ohio, 20 April 1850)
 
“It is doubtful if any man, even among suffrage men, ever realized what the suffrage struggle came to mean to women, before the end was allowed in America.  How much of time and patience, how much work, energy and aspiration, how much faith, how much hope, how much despair went into it.  It leaves its mark on one, such a struggle.  Its success became a monumental thing.”  (Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Shuler, 1923)
 

 

In this seminar, which fulfills the 598 requirement for the history major, we will examine what various historians have written about women’s struggle for the right to vote in the United States:  why women were disfranchised for more than half of U.S. history; what motivated women to start and join the movement; what kinds of women—and men--became activists; who fought against woman suffrage and why; how issues of class, race, and ethnicity affected the movement; what motivated Congress to pass the 19th Amendment; what gaining the vote meant for women and the nation; and how the U.S. movement resembled and differed from that in Great Britain.

 

Course objectives:  Students should gain an understanding of the chronology of the movement and of how different scholars have raised and answered questions about its causes, nature, relationship to other major historical developments, and effects.  Students should also develop skills in critical thinking, comparative analysis, writing, and oral expression.

 

Please note that department policy requires all students to be officially enrolled in the course by January 13.  No requests to add the course will be approved after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

 

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made.

 

All students are encouraged to meet with me in my office whenever I can be of help.  

 

Office hours:   Tuesday 10:30-12:00; Wednesday 1:30-3:00

 
Assigned readings:
 

Online documents. Access through OSCAR, Kathryn Sklar and Thomas Dublin, editors, Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600-2000. Click on Document Projects and scroll down to 1850 for “Why Did Some Men Support the Women's Rights Movement?” and down to 1908 for “How Did the Views of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois toward Woman Suffrage Change?”

Ellen Carol DuBois, Feminism and Suffrage: The Emergence of an Independent Women’s Movement in America, 1848-1869
Christine A. Lunardini, From Equal Suffrage to Equal Rights: Alice Paul and the National Woman’s Party, 1919-1928
Laura E. Nym Mayhall, The Militant Suffrage Movement: Citizenship and Resistance in Britain, 1860-1930
            Marjorie Spruill Wheeler, ed., One Woman, One Vote: Rediscovering the Woman Suffrage Movement
Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920
 

Course requirements:

 

1.  The format of this class is a seminar, not a lecture, so the success of the class—and your own success--will depend on your participation.  You must attend every class, complete each reading and written assignment as scheduled, and participate actively in discussion.  Illness or family emergency are the only conditions for which absence may be excused; you must contact me before the class meets to obtain an excused absence.  For any unexcused absence, the final grade will be lowered by one letter for each absence.  

 

2.  Three short papers (2-4 pages), each based on one of the reading assignments.  These papers should present a brief summary of the main points and arguments of the reading, indicate how the scholar has addressed important questions about woman suffrage, and relate the reading to previous readings and discussion.  Papers will be due as scheduled at the first class meeting.  You will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit two of these papers.

 

3.  On the days on which you prepare short papers, you should also write a discussion question and a paragraph or two indicating where the discussion might go.  You will be responsible for leading part of the discussion on those days. 

 

4.  A 2-4 page paper analyzing one or two of the documents concerning male support for woman suffrage.  Your paper should discuss the kinds of information that can be gleaned from the document(s); how historians might use the document(s); and what light the document(s) might shed on questions that we have discussed thus far in the course.  Due on February 7.

 

5.   A long paper (8-12 pages) on one important question about woman suffrage, focusing on how the books and articles we have read address that question, indicating where they are in accord and how they differ, and presenting your own conclusions about the question.  Please see instructions for the paper at the end of the syllabus.  By Janaury 31 you should submit the question your paper will address and a rough outline; by February 28 a first draft is due; final papers are due March 13. 

 

 
Grading:
 

            Class participation, including discussion questions                           30 points

            Short papers, 10 points each                                                                 40 points

            Final paper                                                                                           30 points

            Course grade:  A  93+ points; A-  90-92; B+  88-89; B  83-87; B-  80-82;

 C+  78-79; C  73-77; C-  70-72; D+  68-69; D  60-67

            

 

Schedule:
 

January 3:    Introduction

                    Video:  “One Woman, One Vote”

 

January 10:  Origins and Development of Women’s Rights Activism in the 19th Century

        DuBois, 15-52, Wheeler, 9-44, 61-97  

 

January 17:  Emergence of an Independent Movement

                    DuBois, 53-202

  

January 24:  A Mass Movement Develops

                     Wheeler, 99-133, 157-202, 221-262

 

January 31:  African American Women and Suffrage

         Terborg- Penn, 1-179

                     Due:  Final paper topics and statement of questions
 
February 7:   Male Supporters of Women’s Rights

                     Sklar, Online documents projects

                     Due:  Documents analysis
                               

February 14: The Early British Movement

                      Mayhall, 3-62

                  

February 21:  British Suffragists Challenges the Authority of Law

                       Mayhall, 63-143

 

 

February 28:   The U.S. Suffrage Renaissance and Push for the 19th Amendment

                        Wheeler, 295-31476-314, Cott, 1-142

                        Due:  First drafts of papers 

 

March 7:         The Militants and the Final Victory

            Lunardini, 85-170; Wheeler, 353-73

 

March 13:       Final papers due
 

 

Long Paper Assignment:
 

1.  Bibliography:  you will use only the readings from the course, but you must use at least three articles from the Wheeler book in addition to the other four books.  

 

2.  Choosing a topic:  Take a look through all of the books before you decide on the question your paper will address; then discuss with me the topic you want to write about. You may use the questions at the beginning of the syllabus for help in defining your question, but you will be able to write a more effective paper by addressing a narrower question.
  Some examples of possible questions are:  Did the suffrage movement become more conservative or more radical over its history?  What role did World War I play in the suffrage victory?  To what extent did non-white, non-middle-class women participate in the movement and to what extent did their motivations and goals differ from the mainstream?  Were radical or moderate tactics more effective?  How did the particular political cultures of the U.S. and Britain affect the movement in each country?  What did suffragists and anti-suffragists have in common?  What stakes did men have in supporting or opposing suffrage?  Whatever your question be sure to include both the U.S. and the British movements in your paper.
 

3.  Organization and structure:  Think carefully about how to organize your paper.  Remember that your purpose is to compare how different scholars have approached your question (and to present your own conclusions).  The easiest way to do a comparative paper is to work through the authors one by one.  But this is not the most effective way to draw out similarities and differences.  Instead, try to organize your paper by themes or sub-questions.

  Your paper should begin with an introduction of a paragraph or two setting out your purpose and suggesting how you are going to go about fulfilling it.  Think of the introduction as a guide to the reader so that s/he can anticipate what is to come.  At the end of the paper one or two paragraphs should summarize both your conclusions about what the authors have said and your own conclusions about the best answers to the question. 

 

4.  Nuts and bolts of writing:  For any writing, always write at least two drafts.  After you have written the first draft, read it carefully both to make sure that it makes sense and coheres logically and to eliminate any grammatical or spelling errors.  Make sure that each paragraph is organized around one main idea and that each sentences says what you mean it to say.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced and pages numbered.
 

5.  Citation:  Because your sources will be the course readings, you do not need to provide citations.  Remember that the paper must be in your own words; using another writer’s words without acknowledgment is plagiarism and will not be tolerated.  If there are (rare) times when you need to use the author’s words, you must put them in quotation marks and indicate the page number on which they are found.  (E.g., Wheeler, 15) 

 

In evaluating and assigning grades to your papers, I will look for the following:

--a clear statement of the key themes to be addressed

--a persuasive argument (the answers to the question you pose) supported by evidence and logic

--writing style that is clear, graceful, and engaging

--organization that helps the reader to follow the sequences of events and the argument

--correct grammar, usage, format, and citations

