History 598.01 Senior colloquium Autumn quarter 2006

European encounters with the wider world, 1400-1750
Instructor: Geoffrey Parker                                                           Meetings: Tuesdays 5:30-7:18 PM    

Office: 167 Dulles                                                                                                  Room: Dulles 168

Telephone: 292-6721                                                                                 Office hours: T 1:30-3:15 and by appointment

e-mail: parker.277@osu.edu                                                     

 

Description and objective
The class will examine original documents (in English) as well as articles and books about the encounters between the Europeans and the rest of the world from the perspective of both sides: Hernán Cortés and the Aztecs; Vasco da Gama and the seafarers of Malabar; Oda Nobunaga and the Jesuits; and so on. By comparing these contradictory (and often incompatible) accounts of the same events, we will gain a better understanding of the process of European expansion and assess the strengths (and limitations) of historical sources. This course fulfills the Senior History Colloquium requirement for all History Majors. 

 

Reading assignments: 
1. S. B. Schwartz, ed., Implicit Understandings. Observing, Reporting and Reflecting on the Encounters between Europeans and Other Peoples in the Early Modern Era (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), chapters assigned week by week
2. Course pack of sources assigned week by week available from Zip Publications

 

Course requirements:
A. Written assignments (for 70% of the total grade): 
1. Two pages of commentary and questions concerning the readings for five of the meetings between Oct. 10 and Nov 14 (both dates inclusive), delivered to the class CARMEN site AND to me by e-mail before 3 PM on the Friday ahead of the relevant meeting (total 10 pages: 30% of the total grade). 

2. A paper presenting “symmetrical” documents on ANOTHER encounter between Europeans and “others” between 1400 and 1750, to be presented in class on Nov 21 and 28 (total 10 pages: 40% of the total grade). See further details on page five below.
All written assignments will be typed double-spaced

 

B. Other requirements:

Attendance at and participation in all weekly meetings of the class (only one two-hour session because of the large amount of reading required: for 30% of the total grade).
 

        I will grade all written work according to your familiarity with the material, the cogency of your presentation and the quality of your writing.  You may defend any position you wish: no orthodoxy is required for the successful completion of this course.
        All students with disabilities who need accommodations should either phone, or see me privately during my office hours, to make arrangements.
        All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  The department chair will approve no requests to add the course after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Course schedule

 

        All items preceded by a “bullet” are included in the Course Pack.

 

Sept. 26 Orientation

The importance of “symmetrical history” and the challenges and rewards of adopting a comparative approach; encounter geography; interpreting documents
 

Oct 3 The “Glass Curtain”

The perils of trying to understand “other” societies. How to avoid the cloven hoof of Eurocentrism. Why did all the encounters involve Europeans anyway?
 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit Understandings, chaps. 1 (Schwartz) and 6 (Morgan)
• Duyvendak, Jan Julius Lodewijk, China’s Discovery of Africa: Lectures Given at the University of London on Jan. 22 and 23, 1947, London: A. Probsthain, 1949 [course pack]
 

Optional further reading:
Curtin, Philip D., Cross-Cultural Trade in World History, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984.
Levathes, Louise, When China Ruled the Seas. The Treasure Fleets of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994.
 
 

Oct 10 Africa

The establishment of Christian bases in North Africa, the colonization of the Atlantic islands (Madeira, the Canaries and the Azores) and the exploration and exploitation of the West African coast. What motives lay behind these important extensions to Western Europe, and how did they change over time? What resources—cartographic, naval, ideological—explain the rapid Iberian expansion between 1415 and 1488? What reaction did the Europeans encounter? 
Each member of the class must secure approval for the topic of their final assignment.

 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit understandings, chap. 8 (McGaffey)
Document:

• Zurara, Gomes Eanes de, The Chronicle of the Discovery and Conquest of Guinea, Translated by Charles Raymond Beazley and Edgar Prestage, London: Hakluyt Society, 1899, vol. I, pp. 27–32 and 60-83.

 
Optional further reading:
Axelson, Eric, Congo to Cape: Early Portuguese Explorers, London: Faber and Faber, 1973.

Harms, Robert, River of wealth, river of sorrow: the central Zaire basin in the era of slave and ivory trade, 1500-1891, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981.

 

Oct 17 The Caribbean

The mystique of Columbus and the true nature of his achievement: what he hoped to find, what he did find, and what he thought he had found. The impact of the “Columbian exchange” on the Americas and on Europe.
 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit Understandings, chap. 5 (Hulme)
Document:

• Columbus, Christopher, The log of Christopher Columbus, ed. R. H. Fuson, Ashford, Sutton, 1987, pp. 64-81.

 

Optional further reading:
Boucher, Philip P., Cannibal Encounters: Europeans and Island Caribs, 1492-1763, Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1992

Crosby, Alfred W., The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1973

Hulme, Peter, Colonial Encounters: Europe and the Native Caribbean, 1492-1797, London: Routledge, 1992.

 
Oct 24 South Asia

What did the Portuguese find when they arrived in the Indian Ocean—structures of trade, existing hegemonies, opportunities for profit—according to surviving European and non-European sources? How far could a foreign power control trade without also controlling territory; how helpful was godliness to the pursuit of gain? The Muslim counter-attack. 
One-page description of final assignment due from each class member

 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit Understandings, chaps. 9 (Reid) and 10 (de Silva)
Documents:

• Correa, Gaspar, The Three Voyages of Vasco da Gama and his Viceroyalty, Translated by Henry E. J. Stanley, New York: B. Franklin, 1963, pp. 137-69.

• Serjeant, R. B., The Portuguese off the South Arabian Coast, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1963, pp. 41–53.

• Zain al-Din, al-Ma’bart, Tohfut-ul-Mujahideen, London: Oriental Translation Fund, 1833, pp. 76–116.

 

Optional further reading:

Dale, S.F., Islamic Society on the South Asian Frontier: The Mappilas of Malabar, 1498-1922, Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1980.

Pearson, M. N., Merchants and Rulers in Gujarat: The Response to the Portuguese in the Sixteenth Century, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976.

 

Oct 31  Mexico

An examination of the struggles of Cortés and his allies to gain control of the Aztec empire. Who were the “conquistadors”: whence did they come, what did they want, and what did they get? How were so few, divided into many factions, able to achieve so much against so many? How did the Nahua respond to invasion and cope with defeat? How did the two sides record the conquest?
 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit Understandings, chap. 7 (Lockhart)
Documents:

• Stuart B. Schwartz, Victors and Vanquished. Spanish and Nahua Views of the Conquest of Mexico, Boston: Bedford, 2000, pp. 156-181

 

Optional further reading:

Gibson, Charles, The Aztecs Under Spanish Rule: A History of the Indians of the Valley of Mexico, 1519-1810, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1964.

Hassig, Ross, Mexico and the Spanish Conquest, London: Longman, 1995.

Lockhart, James, The Nahuas after the Conquest: A Social and Cultural History of the Indians of Central Mexico, Sixteenth through Eighteenth Centuries, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992.

Pagden, Anthony, The Fall of Natural Man: The American Indian and the Origins of Comparative Ethnology, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982.

 

Nov 8  Central America and Peru

The conquest of Mexico encouraged many Spaniards to seek out new areas for settlement and exploitation: some went north (to New Mexico) and west (to Florida), others to Central America and Peru, where they encountered the other major empire of 16th-century America: the Incas. How did the Spanish succeed?  What was the “vision of the vanquished”?
 
Readings:
Schwartz, Implicit understandings, chap. 13 (Adorno)
Documents:

• Casas, Bartolomé de las, The Devastation of the Indies: A Brief Account, Translated by Herma Briffault, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992, pp. 57–79 and 136–137.

• Lockhart, James, & Otte, Enrique, Letters and Peoples of the Spanish Indies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976, pp. 14-24, 39-46 and 135-138.

• Markham, Clements R., ed., The Second Part of the Chronicle of Peru, by Pedro de Cieza de León, New York: Burt Franklin, 1883, pp. 226–236.

 

Optional further reading:

Martin, Luis, Daughters of the Conquistadores: Women of the Viceroyalty of Peru, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983.

Clendinnen, Inga, Ambivalent Conquests: Maya and Spaniard in Yucatan, 1517-1570, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

Farriss, Nancy M., Maya Society under Colonial Rule: The Collective Enterprise of Survival, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984.

Wachtel, Nathan, The Vision of the Vanquished: The Spanish Conquest of Peru Through Indian Eyes, 1530-1570, Translated by Ben and Sian Reynolds, New York: Barnes and Noble, 1977.

 

Nov 14  Japan

Europe failed to make a lasting commercial and cultural impression on East Asia until the 19th century, yet for a time it seemed as if the Portuguese would gain great influence in Japan. The fate of the internal Japanese struggle for control of the archipelago determined both the initial success and the ultimate fate of the Christians in Japan. How?

 
Reading:
Schwartz, Implicit Understandings, chap. 11 (Toby)
Documents:

•  Cooper, Michael, ed., They Came to Japan: An Anthology of European Reports on Japan, 1543–1640, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1965, pp. 373-403.

• Elison, George, Deus Destroyed: The Image of Christianity in Early Modern Japan, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988, pp. 257–291 and 463-73.

 

Optional further reading:

Elison, George, Deus Destroyed: The Image of Christianity in Early Modern Japan, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988.

Mazzarella, Derek, A World Elsewhere. Europe’s Encounter with Japan in the 16th and 17th Centuries, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1990.

Toby, Ronald P., State and Diplomacy in Early Modern Japan: Asia in the Development of the Tokugawa Bakufu, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983.

 

Nov 21 Class presentations

Half the class will circulate and present a ten-page paper featuring “symmetrical” documents on ANOTHER encounter between Europeans and “others” between 1400 and 1750, apart from those already discussed in class. This could be another encounter in an area already covered (see the “Optional further reading” each week for ideas.) Or it could be a totally different region, such as China, Southern Africa, Southeast Asia, India, North America or Russia – or any other area – provided the “encounter” occurred within the chronological period 1400-1750.  

 

This assignment requires each member of the class to find at least one document from each party to the encounter – to be attached as xerox copies to the assignment – and to explain why the parties saw matters in different terms and why the “encounter” turned out the way it did.  Besides writing your paper, you will have about ten minutes to present your findings to the class and to answer questions.

 

Nov 28 Class presentations II

 

The other half of the class will do the same.
 

