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Communication and Written Culture

in the Hundred Years’ War

History 706.01
W 1:30-3:30

Call #21336-5
Professor Daniel Hobbins

Dulles Hall 361
292-7200
hobbins.7@osu.edu

Office hours: T 1:00-3:00, and by appointment


Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the rich literature on late medieval communication from a historian’s perspective. It can serve as the basis for a field examination in medieval history; it may also provide ancient and early-modern historians and medieval literary scholars with the basis for a fruitful comparative approach to their fields.


“Medieval communication” is an immense, sprawling topic. Its great scope and compass make it ideal for interdisciplinary investigation: historians and literary scholars can find common ground here, but so too can scholars of music, drama, art, and liturgy. Because of its wide scope, it is also a subject that demands careful definition. We can begin by distinguishing three kinds of communication: oral, written, and symbolic. The oral vs. written dichotomy has long been familiar to students of the field. Through the category of “symbolic” communication, scholars in recent years have expanded the topic to embrace communication that is “coded” in ritual, ceremony, and even dress (all those medieval sumptuary laws are in one very real sense about communication). While all three forms of communication merit close attention, this course focuses primarily on written communication (“Communication and Written Culture”) and especially on the physical infrastructure in which it took place – hence manuscript books as well as texts, roads as well as reading, leaflets as well as literacy. Students wishing to take a more theoretical approach, or to focus on oral or symbolic communication, are most welcome to pursue those interests in their individualized readings and in their final projects.


The course will be based primarily on student reports and discussions. Each week students will have some common readings to serve as the basis for a general discussion. Students will also report on specialized studies that will broaden our coverage of the topic. These specialized studies will be chosen from the bibliography distributed on the first day of class. We should have around four student reports each week, each around fifteen minutes, based on a written review of the work in question. These reports should summarize the major findings of the work, assess the quality of the evidence and the argument, and locate it insofar as it is possible within the historiography of the field (i.e., assess its contribution). Published reviews (in the case of books) may be consulted in preparing these reports and should be cited, and normally one review should be circulated that provides a virtual reading experience. The oral reports based on these written reports will spark discussion. The written reports will be circulated on Carmen to help students build up a body of notes in the field. Each student should expect to write around four short reports (800-1,200 words) throughout the quarter. Students will also write one longer review essay (3,000-5,000 words). Students will choose a topic of interest that may be related to work in other courses or to a thesis or dissertation proposal.

Course Texts (order on your own)

· Michael Clanchy, From Memory to Written Record, 2nd ed. (1993)

· Walter Ong, Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word (1982)

· Mary A. and Richard H. Rouse, Authentic Witnesses: Approaches to Medieval Texts and Manuscripts (1991)

· Elizabeth Eisenstein, The Printing Revolution in Early Modern Europe (1983)

Course Expectations and Grading

Attendance and Participation: [20%]
In a course that meets just once a week for ten weeks, attendance is crucial. Students should come prepared to discuss the readings and to share ideas in a spirit of mutual respect and in an effort to learn from others. Come prepared with the readings completed and in hand. Absences must be excused.

Bi-Weekly Presentations: [30%]
(See above under Course Description.) These reports, around 15 minutes’ long, should summarize the major findings of the work, assess the quality of the evidence and the argument, and locate it in the historiography of the field (i.e., assess its contribution). Be aware: it is often challenging to stay within the time limit. The written reports, between 700-1,200 words, should be submitted to me within 24 hours after class so that they can be uploaded to Carmen. Grades are based on the written reports.

Final Paper: [50%]
The major written project is a review essay of 10-15 pages. Students will choose a cluster of books and articles (medieval studies often moves ahead by articles as much as by books), organized around a coherent theme relating to the student’s specific interests, and approved by the instructor by the fifth week of class. Whenever possible, the essay should incorporate the perspectives gleaned from the common readings throughout the course. The essay should be a polished piece of prose, since at some level, writing and expression are forms of thought. It is important that I hear your voice in the essay.

Grading scale. 

A: 93 and above


C+: 78-79

A-: 90-93



C: 73-77

B+: 87-89



C-: 70-72

B: 83-86



D+: 68-69

B-: 80-82



D: 62-67






E: below 62

University Policies

Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Dishonesty
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.

Basic Dictionaries and Reference Works
(a very selective listing)

International Medieval Bibliography/Bibliographie de civilisation médiévale

Lexikon des Mittelalters, 9 vols. in 17 (1977-99) (SUL Ref. D101.5 .L49 1980)

Dictionary of the Middle Ages, 12 vols. (1982-89); Suppl. (2004) (SUL Ref. D114 .D5 1982)

New Cambridge Medieval History, 7 vols. (1995-2005) (see esp. vols. 6-7)
(SUL Ref. D117 .N48 1995)

Medieval England: An Encyclopedia (1998) (SUL Ref. DA129 .M43 1998)

Medieval France: An Encyclopedia (1995) (SUL Ref. DC33.2 .M44 1995)

Medieval Germany: An Encyclopedia (2001) (SUL Ref. DD157 .M43 2001)

Medieval Italy: An Encyclopedia, 2 vols. (2004) (SUL Ref. DG .M43 2004)

Medieval Jewish Civilization: An Encyclopedia (2003) (JDC Rdg. Rm. DS124 .M386 2003)

Trade, Travel and Exploration in the Middle Ages: An Encyclopedia (2000) 
(SUL Ref. HF1001 .T7 2000)

N.B.:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate.
Course Schedule

Week 1: Introductions

Week 2: Writing and Memory

Week 3: Orality and Literacy

Week 4: Literacy and the Reading Public; Medieval Libraries

Week 5: No class
Week 6: Manuscripts, Manuscript Diffusion, and Manuscript Catalogues

Week 7: Publishing before Print 

Week 8: Letters and Signatures 

Week 9: Tracts, Bills, Leaflets, and other Written Forms

Week 10: Manuscript and Print

Week one

W Mar 26


Introductions: syllabus; Carmen; medieval reference tools (print and electronic); Neddermeyer

Week two
W Apr 2


Writing and memory

Common Reading: Clanchy; Carruthers, The Book of Memory (ch. 5, “Memory and the Ethics of Reading”)


Reports: Huot, From Song to Book

Cf.: charts in Neddermeyer, Von der Handschrift zum gedruckten Buch, vol. 2

Week three
W Apr 9


Orality and literacy

Common Reading: Ong; Stock, The Implications of Literacy (Part II, Section 1: “Textual Communities: Literacy and Early Heresy”)


Reports: Derville, “L’alphabétisation du peuple à la fin du Moyen Age”; Bäuml, “Varieties and Consequences of Medieval Literacy and Illiteracy”; Green, “Orality and Reading”; Hudson, “Laicus litteratus”; Wendehorts, “Wer konnte im Mittelalter lesen und schreiben?”

Week four
W Apr 16


Literacy and the reading public; Medieval Libraries


Common Reading: Parkes, “The Literacy of the Laity”; Saenger, “Silent Reading: Its Impact on Late Medieval Script and Society”; Watts, “The Pressure of the Public”; Christ, Part V, “The Late Period (13th to 15th Centuries)” (pp. 235-325 in his Handbook)


Reports: Coleman, Public Reading and the Reading Public; Kerby-Fulton and Justice, “Langlandian Reading Circles”; Steinberg, Accounting for Dante: Urban Readers and Writers in Late Medieval Italy; Saenger, “Books of Hours”; Lerner; Hasenohr, “Religious Reading amongst the Laity in France in the Fifteenth Century”; Reiter, “Masters, Students, and Their Books”; Strohm, “Writing and Reading”; Hasenohr, “L’essor des bibliothèques privées”; Ouy, “Les premiers humanistes et leurs livres”; Rouse, “The Early Library of the Sorbonne”

Week five
W Apr 23

No class: make appointments to meet with instructor. Please come with a topic and a preliminary list of books and articles. Work on manuscript project.
Week six
W Apr 30


Manuscripts, manuscript diffusion, and manuscript catalogues (traditional and dated)


Common Reading: the Rouses, “Statim invenire”; the Rouses, “The Book Trade at the University of Paris”; Burns, “Paper Comes to the West, 800-1400,” or Lyall, “Materials”; Overgaauw?; Willard, “The Manuscripts of Jean Petit’s Justification”; Taylor, “Authors, Scribes, Patrons and Books”


Reports: Helmrath, “Kommunikation auf den spätmittelalterlichen Konzilien”; Miethke, “Die Konzilien als Forum der öffentliche Meinung”; Nichols, “Introduction: Philology in a Manuscript Culture” (the “New Philology”)


Manuscript project: Using all available electronic databases (available on Carmen), find as many manuscripts of your assigned text as possible.

Week seven
W May 7


Publishing before print


Common Reading: Beadle, “English Autograph Writings of the Later Middle Ages”; Doyle, “Publication by Members of the Religious Orders”; the Rouses


Reports: Riddy, “Publication before Print”; Lucas, From Author to Audience: John Capgrave and Medieval Publication; Bourgain, “L’édition des manuscrits”; Hudson; Doig, “Political Propaganda and Royal Proclamations”; D’Avray, Medieval Marriage, Introduction; Dutour, “L’elaboration, la publication et la diffusion de l’information à la fin du Moyen Age”

Week eight
W May 14


Letters and signatures

Common Reading: Constable [?], Letters and Letter-Collections; Goldsmith?; Leclercq, “Introduction to the Letters of St. Bernard”; Taylor; Duggan, “Authorship and Authenticity in the Becket Correspondence”


Reports: Fowler, “News from the Front”; Green, “John Ball’s Letters”; Stoudt, “The Production and Preservation of Letters”; Duparc, “A propos des lettres de Jeanne d’Arc”; Van Engen, “Letters, Schools, and Written Culture in the Eleventh Centuries”; Witt, “The Arts of Letter-Writing”; Guenée, “Les campagnes de lettres”; Visser-Fuchs, “Edward IV’s ‘Memor on Paper’ to Charles, Duke of Burgundy”


Cf.: Luehring and Utz, “Letter Writing in the Late Middle Ages”

Week nine
W May 21


Tracts, bills, leaflets, and other written forms

Common Reading: Scase, “‘Strange and Wonderful Bills’” (or Scase, “Imagining Alternatives to the Book”); Hobbins, “The Schoolman as Public Intellectual”


Reports: Gillespie, “Medieval Hyptertext”; Hamburger, “The Writing on the Wall”; Boockmann, “Über Ablass-Medien”; Boockmann, “Über Schrifttafeln in spätmittelalterlichen deutschen Kirchen”

Week ten
W May 28


Manuscript and print

Common Reading: Eisenstein; Grafton, “The Importance of Being Printed”

Reports: Johns and Eisenstein, AHR Forum; Pettegree and Hall, “The Reformation and the Book”; Stallybrass, “Broadsides and the Printing Revolution”


Discuss: Reference works
Basic Reference Works for Identifying Incunabula
and Sixteenth-Century Editions
(Just enough to get started!)

Gesamtkatalog der Wiegendrucke, 2nd ed., 11 vols. (1968-)

Ludwig Hain, Repertorium bibliographicum, 2 vols. in 4 (1826-38; later reprints)

Walter Copinger, Supplement to Hain’s Repertorium bibliographicum, 2 vols. in 3 (1895-1902)

WorldCat

Early English Books Online
Index Aureliensis; catalogus librorum sedecimo saeculo impressorum (1962-)

FINAL REPORTS: WEDNESDAY, June 4, 1:30-3:30 PM







