History 708
Studies in Ancient History

Data, Data Analysis, and Presentation in Ancient and Medieval History
Winter Quarter 2007

Syllabus
Instructor: Timothy E. Gregory, 338 Dulles Hall.  Telephone 292-1949, e-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu.   All enrolled students will have access to course information, materials, and communication at the class site at http://carmen.osu.edu.  

Note: This class is being enriched by a Course Enrichment Grant from University Libraries, designed to help students understand and make use of some of the rich resources available through the OSU library system.  In addition, the course is being supported by the Goldberg Program of the Department of History, whose Director, Professor David Staley, will take part in the class and has offered the facilities of the GP for your use.  Finally, the course will make use of the resources of the new OSU Museum of Classical Archaeology, its collection, and its equipment.  

Course Description: As is generally known, most modern reconstructions of ancient and medieval history are based on written, especially narrative, sources: Thucydides, Herodotus, Xenophon, Polybius, Livy, Tacitus, Ammianus, Eusebius, Einhard, Villehardouin, etc., not to mention poetry, drama, philosophy, oratory, letters, hagiography, etc.   Beyond the narrative sources, however, is a large class of non-literary evidence, and this material is increasingly being used by historians, especially to examine social, economic, and institutional aspects of history, but also questions that range far into other traditional areas of historical research.   This course will deal with how we can go beyond traditional narrative sources to deal with administrative, archival, epigraphic, geographic, and archaeological information to provide a better view of the reality of life in antiquity and the Middle Ages.  The course will consider the nature of this kind of evidence and it will proceed to the discussion of different kinds of recording, storage, and manipulation of such information, usually with the aid of the computer.  (It should be emphasized clearly, however, that this course is not designed as a typical “quantitative history” class.  It will have quantitative aspects, but it will not focus on statistical analysis or other kinds of subjects normally found in such classes.)
This course is designed to examine non-narrative sources and the special problems and opportunities they present.  The course will first examine various fundamental issues, such as the nature of non-narrative sources and the kinds of analysis that are appropriate for each.  From there the focus will shift to a case-study approach, examining a number of types of evidence and means of gathering, preserving, and manipulating them, most of these from research that is currently going on at Ohio State.  Participants in the class will have opportunities for hands-on experience in using and drawing conclusions from real historical data, and they will be asked to develop data rich projects of their own, either from the material made available in the class or from data that are gathering in their own individual research.
The historical questions and the kinds of data to be examined in the class will be based on contemporary trends in the historiography of the ancient and medieval worlds.  In addition, the analyses suggested will always take into account the paucity of information available from these periods and the restrictions that this places on the kinds of analysis that are possible.  These are all vastly different from what researchers encounter in other periods of history and which, therefore, make our approached different from what our colleagues normally undertake.
It should be pointed out that none of us in the course--the instructor--included, is an expert in all classes of data and all forms of analysis.  We will thus all be learning from each other at every step of the way.  In addition, none of us are computer experts or whizzes at database manipulation.  On the other hand, we will expect everyone to have basic computer literacy skills (especially on a PC, since most database and GIS programs run exclusively on those machines).  Thus, a good deal of what we do in this class will have computer-based ramifications, and you can either stress this aspect, or you can focus on more theoretical or non-computer aspects of the problems under consideration.

Everything said, we hope that this course will be useful for you in your research, both in terms of defining and planning your research projects and in terms of carrying the research out and writing up the results.  Although our primary focus is research and research analysis, we will also consider ways in which data can be presented and made available to a broader public in an understandable way, either in the classroom or in another way.

The first few weeks will be devoted to the exploration of various topics and methods of analysis, while the last few weeks will be spent in individual exploration and the definition of methods of analysis that may be useful to you individually.  
N.B.  We realize that having class on a Monday this quarter is going to cause some problems for us.  Classes begin Winter Quarter on January 3, which is a Wednesday.  Professor Gregory has to be out of Columbus on January 8 (at a conference at the University of Texas), and January 15 is Martin Luther King Day (no classes).  We will, however, have assignments and class discussion for these three weeks, as listed below, and significant information will be available on the class website on Carmen.  In addition, David Lincove, History Librarian at OSU, has kindly agreed to conduct the class on January 8, as part of the 
Weekly Topics:  
Week 1. January 3.  Introduction.  Non-narrative Data and Data Bases 
Ancient Greek Music (http://www.oeaw.ac.at/kal/agm/)  contains all published fragments of Ancient Greek music which consist of more than a few scattered notes. All of them are recorded under the use of tunings whose exact ratios have been transmitted to us by ancient theoreticians
Perseus: Electronic Resources for Classicists: The Second Generation, Collections of Images (http://www.tlg.uci.edu/index/resources.html) 

Digital Library, OSU School of Architecture.  Includes slides of historical sites
http://ksa.wmc.ohio-state.edu/ 

Visual Resource Library OSU Dept. of the History of Art.  Includes slides of historical sites http://history-of-art.osu.edu/pages/vrl/index.html 
Medieval Sourcebook: Medieval Prices: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/medievalprices.html 
        This is listed along with other guides to prices at http://info.ex.ac.uk/~RDavies/arian/current/howmuch.html (Includes section on prices during biblical times and Roman times)
Examine Medieval illuminated manuscripts for artistic, religious, and political information.  Several sites are available at http://library.osu.edu/sites/history/hismoreFP.php#MEDIEVAL 
Week 2. January 8. Library resources and bibliographic databases
Tables of Contents of Journals of Interest to Classicists (index to literature) http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/amphoras/tocs.html 
L'Annee Philologique:  Bibliographie Critique et Analytique de L'antiquite Greco Latine.  1924-  (Z7016M36 in Sullivant Library)  Important index to literature on ancient history and culture.  Should be online soon.

International Medieval Bibliography  (index to literature)
Population Index on the Web.  Index to literature in demographic studies, including historical studies. http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=e1000536 

British and Irish Archaeological Bibliography 1695-present 
Archaeology and the historic environment, historic buildings, maritime and industrial archaeology, environmental history, conservation of material culture

Royal Historical Society Annual Bibliography (1945- ) 
Index to literature on British and Irish history

Debating Roman Demography.  Edited by Walter Scheidel.  Leiden [Netherlands] ; Boston : Brill, 2001.  (PA9 .M682  no.211   at ACK)
Demography and Roman Society [electronic book]. Tim G. Parkin.  Baltimore, Md. : Johns Hopkins University Press, c1992.  http://library.ohio-state.edu/record=b5901093 
Week 3. January 15. Different Ways to Organize and Analyze Data

Week 4. January 22. Kythera Census records as a way to start with data analysis

Week 5.  January 29. Archaeological excavation data: some examples from Isthmia

Week 6.  February 5. Spatial data: GIS and what you can do with it
Week 7.  February 12. Presentation of historical data beyond publication (teaching, the broader public, etc.)
Week 8.  February 19.    Workshops
Week 9. February 26.    Student Presentations
Week 10. March 5.        Student Presentations
Aside from the regular class meetings, every Monday, we will schedule regular workshops where participants can consult with the instructor and other members of the class about individual projects, and we will have computers available in the Department of History that have appropriate software and data installed for weekly work and the development of class projects.  In addition, the class will have an active Online aspect, with data, communication, and ideas available on the class Carmen site.

Student Responsibilities and Grades:

Aside from regular reading, preparation, and class presentation, each participant should define and carry out a class project, based either on data provided through the class or data from the participant’s own research.  This data must be non-narrative in nature and the project should state clearly the research question(s) to be investigated and the types of analyses appropriate for the analysis.  The project should show clearly how the research will be carried out and it must provide at least a preliminary phase of this research, including a brief presentation of the results achieved.
The grade for the course will be determined as follows:



50% class participation



25% in-class presentation of research project



25% written presentation of research project
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