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Course Description
     The course is an introduction to advanced research on ancient Greek history.  We will study current practice "in action."  The primary course materials are a series of readings by prominent scholars on a number of different topics.  Readings have been chosen specifically to reflect the diversity of methods and approaches now employed by professionals in the field.  All address issues of central significance to the study of politics and culture in archaic Greece and classical Athens.
 
Aims
• To gain a richer, more informed appreciation of current practice in ancient history by studying the work of leading practitioners.
 
• To become more familiar the primary tools of the ancient historian: i.e., standard works of reference, major journals, material records, epigraphy, etc.
 
• To gain a deeper understanding of some of the key issues in archaic and classical Greek history: e.g., What exactly was a polis? How and when did the first poleis materialize?  How did Athenian democracy originate?  What did it mean to be an "Athenian"?
 
 
Requirements/Grades
Research paper = 50%
In-class presentation = 30%
Preparation, participation, professionalism = 20%
 
 
Required Texts
[Aristotle], The Athenian Constitution, The Eudemian Ethics, On Virtues and Vices, translated by H. Rackham (Harvard University Press, rev. ed. 1952).
R. Osborne, Greece in the Making, 1200-479 BC (Routledge, 1996).
R. K. Sinclair, Democracy and Participation in Athens (Cambridge University Press, 1988).
 
Lists of supplementary readings will be handed out as the course proceeds
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Syllabus
(Reading assignments for each class in parentheses:

O = Osborne; AC = [Aristotle]; S = Sinclair)

 
Sept.     21   Preliminaries: Aims and approach
 
     28   a.  Doing ancient history [O 1-18]
          b.  Before the polis [O 19-51]
 
Oct. 5    Birth of the polis [O 53-160]
 
     12   Making sense of the early polis [O 161-242]
 
     19   Political culture in sixth-century Greece [O 243-355]
 
     26   Solon and the Peisistratids [O 215-225, 283-85; AC frr. 1-8, I.i-XVIII.1]
 
Nov. 2    Reforms of Cleisthenes and Ephialtes [AC XVIII.2-XXVII.5; S 1-23]
 
     9    Mechanics of Athenian democracy [AC XXVIII.1-LXIX.2; S 24-135]
 
16   Politics of Athenian democracy [S 136-222]
 
23   Being Athenian I
 
30   Being Athenian II

 
 
 
 
 
 
Plagiarism

It is plagiarism anytime you use the words or ideas of another (book author, website author, teacher, fellow-student) without acknowledging the fact.  If you are working closely from a text, make sure you cite the work and put its ideas into your own words.  Otherwise, use speech marks to show that it is a quotation.  In accordance with university rules, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.
 
Disability Statement

The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307.

