History 709

METHODS IN ANCIENT HISTORY: LATE ANTIQUITY AND BYZANTIUM

Autumn Quarter 2003
Instructor: Professor Timothy E. Gregory, 365 Dulles Hall, 230 W. 17th Avenue. Telephone: 292-1949 (office), 292-2674 (Department of History), 291-4015 (home).  Fax: 292-2282.

Office Hours: Monday 4:00-5:30, Wednesday 12:30-1:30, and by appointment.

E-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu

Instructor’s Personal web site: http://isthmia.ohio-state.edu/teg

Class Web Site: http://class.osu.edu (and follow links)

This course is a graduate-level introduction to problems and methods in the history of Late Antiquity and Byzantium.  It is decidedly professional in tone and orientation and seeks to help students gain the skills and tools necessary to conduct research in this particular period of ancient history.  At the same time the course seeks to provide an introduction to some of the major historiographic problems in the period as well as approaches to these problems that are likely to be profitable in the future.  Furthermore, the books and articles assigned in the course will be useful for any graduate student who wishes to take PhD examinations in this field.  The instructor realizes that not all students will develop major research interests in Late Antiquity and Byzantium, and the skills learned in the course will be useful in all areas of history.  Finally, the research topics discussed in the course may be appropriate for some students to develop in the Seminar in Ancient History (History 808) and as MA theses or dissertations.

The course assumes a basic knowledge of the historical narrative of the period between AD 350 and 1453.  For a review you may wish to skim through Peter Brown, The World of Late Antiquity and G. Osgtrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State.  There is no class until September 29 and no assignment due until October 6: this is a good opportunity to remedy any weakness in background preparation.

The class will meet each Monday from 5:30 to 7:30PM.  Students should prepare for each class by doing the assigned common reading, preparing oral reports, and having ready all written assignments.

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Note: 

a. Most books listed below under "common assignments" are on closed reserve at the Main Library; other readings are available online (and information about these is given here).  A list the reserve items is appended at the end of the syllabus.

b. When a whole book is assigned, this does not mean that you need to read every page; rather, you should skim the book, making sure that you take note of i) the subject and scope of the book, ii) the thesis and/or main argument of the book, iii) the kinds of evidence used and the methods overall; and iv) the importance of the book in the history of scholarship.  These are, by the way, the sort of thing you should consider when studying for general examinations and you probably should consider make a set of notes on these topics for each book on your reading lists.

c. The "individual assignments" refer to a "short paper." This means a paper of no more than 3 pages typed.  An important part of this paper is a proper bibliography (proper in the sense that it is done in a proper way and that it includes important, up-to-date references [i.e., not just anything you happen to find, but what is really significant]).

d. Class each week will focus on discussion of the common assignments, but class members will frequently be asked to present part of their individual assignment orally to the class.

September 29

Introduction and Organization
October 6

Fall of the Roman Empire
The "fall of the Roman Empire" is one of the most commonly debated of all historical questions, in part (ironically) because it has been seen as a key to understanding what we mean by societal success.

Common assignment: familiarize yourself with the opinions of Gibbon, Rostovtzeff, Ferril, Tainter, and Peter Brown -- from the Online Readings link on the Course Menu.

Individual assignment: write a brief paper presenting the opinion of one other significant scholar (i.e., not one of the five listed above) on the nature and the causes of the fall of the Roman empire.  Make sure you select the view of a serious scholar on this point.  (Note: be sure that you select a serious, significant scholar for your analysis.  You can do this by looking at the notes and/or bibliography in the books of one of the scholars excerpted in the web site.)

October 13
The Structure of the Late Roman State

One of the most common observations about Late Antiquity is that the state became an all-encompassing (and negative) force that invaded every aspect of life.

Common assignment: Ammianus Marcellinus 15.5-16.10; 19.8-19.10; 21.15-22.6; 25.4; 31.4-5

Individual assignment: write a brief paper on one of the following topics:

a. agentes in rebus: Christopher Brown

b. praeses: Travis Fuller

c. magister militum: Jim Doty

d. comes rei privatae: Mike Tanner

e. curialis: Bonnie Rock

f. buccellarius

g. defensor civitatis: Rob Martz

h. quaestor: Erin Parrish

i. praepositus sacri cubiculi

j. magister officiorum: Stavroula Konstantopoulou

October 20

The Conversion of the Empire to Christianity
The conversion of the Roman Empire was (along with the fall of the empire) one of the most historically significant events of the period -- one that has continued to influence Western Civilization up to the present day.  Yet, what was the nature of that conversion?  Why did it happen and how deep an influence did it have on society as a whole?  

Common assignment: Jones, Constantine; Fowden, Empire to Commonwealth; internet assignment on the “end of paganism”:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1b.html#The%20Triumph%20of%20the%20Church
internet assignment, Vita Constantini:  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/vita-constantine.html; Sozomen, Ecclesiastical History Prologue; Books I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX
Individual assignment: write a brief paper discussing how you think the issue of the conversion of the empire to Christianity should be posed; focus either on the question of the conversion of Constantine or the broader question of the conversion after Constantine.

October 27

Aesceticism and Gender Issues in Late Antiquity

Recent scholarship on Late Antiquity has come to focus almost exclusively on the issues of asceticism and gender.  On the one hand, this is a correction of earlier scholarly tendencies, which ignored these two topics almost entirely—since they were considered unworthy of serious consideration.

Common assignment: Eunapius, Lives of the Philosophers; Brown, The Body and the Holy; Clark, Women; Elm, Virgins; internet assignments, Life of St. Anthony: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/vita-antony.html; Life of St. Daniel the Stylite: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/dan-stylite.html; Life of St. Matrona of Perge: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/matrona.html

Individual assignment: write a brief paper EITHER discussing how Eunapius' biographies exemplify characteristic phenomena in Late Antiquity OR considering how scholarship now views the place (and power) of women.

November  3

Intellectual Life in Late Antiquity
Intellectual life in Late Antiquity was vibrant and varied, ranging from authors who wrote “Homeric” epics, to the Church Fathers, to poets who composed scurrilous verse.

Common assignment: Read, if you have not done so, the Confessions and City of God of St. Augustine; Jerome, Letter to an Orator of Rome: http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3001070.htm; Basil, Letter to his friend Gregory: http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3202014.htm

Individual assignment: Write a brief report on one of the following, providing a brief biography, a list of works (with bibliography of proper editions), and an evaluation

a. Sidonius Apollinaris: Jim Doty

b. Eutropius (Brevarium): Mike Tanner

c. Claudian: Rob Martz

d. Libanius: Erin Parrish

e. Themistius

f. Eunapius of Sardis

g. Rutillius Numatianus

h. Gregory of Nyssa: Travis Fuller

i. Priscus of Panium

j. Jordanes

k. St. Gregory of Tours: Bonnie Rock

l. Boethius: Christopher Brown

m. Cassiodorus: Stavroula Konstantopoulou

November 10

Athens in Late Antiquity
Athens can be seen as an example of how a city in the empire changed in this period.  Nonetheless, the evidence in sparse and difficult to interpret.  How we understand life at this local level will determine very much how we look at the period as a whole.

Common assignment:  Frantz, Late Antiquity

Individual Assignment:  write a brief paper discussing how one of the following buildings was transformed during Late Antiquity (use Travlos, Pictorial Dictionary, where appropriate)

a. "Gymnasium" in the Agora

b. Parthenon: Christopher Brown

c. Hephaisteion: Bonnie Rock

d. Water mill in the Agora: Mike Tanner

e. Ilissos Basilica: Stavroula Konstantopoulou

f. Triconch Building in the Library of Hadrian

g. Erechtheion: Erin Parrish

h. Nikias Monument: Travis Fuller

i. Theater of Dionysos

j. Late Roman Fortification: Jim Doty

November 17

The New Order
By the age of Justinian (AD 527-65) one can argue that a new synthesis had been reached -- either for good or bad.  There is, in fact, considerable disagreement among scholars as to the nature of society at this time.

Common assignment: Procopius (familiarity with his works); Browning, Justinian and Theodora; Rich, ed., City

Individual assignment: select a city or a rural area somewhere in the empire and write a brief paper on social, economic, and cultural conditions during the 6th century
November 27

Transformation/Collapse
No matter how historians view the sixth century, the seventh century is generally seen as a period of collapse or at least of significant transformation and dislocation.

Common assignment:  Chronicon paschale; Chronicle of Monemvasia; Avramea, Peloponnese; Pentz, Invisible Conquest

December 1

 Student Presentations

Research Project:  Each participant in the class should prepare a prospectus for future research on a topic of interest to him/her.  The topic should be carefully chosen to fit within the time frame of the course (AD 250-1453), but the precise subject is up to you.  You will need to prepare a brief (10-15 minute) oral presentation (to be given December 1), and a written version of 5-15 pages in which you: a) define the topic; b) explain why it is important; c) discuss scholarship on the question; d) examine the sources available for its examination; e) present methods available for its study; and f) discuss some possible conclusions.  A brief written statement of your topic (one line) should be handed in by November 3; oral reports will be given on November 29; and the final written reports are due to be posted on the class website, no later than noon on Wednesday, December 10.

Grades:  Grades will be determined using the following scale—



Participation in discussion and class website

(including preparation by doing the reading)

50%



Short assignment papers




30%



Oral presentation of research project



10%



Written presentation of research project


10%

LIST OF MATERIALS ON RESERVE IN THE MAIN LIBRARY

Ammianus Marcellinus, Res Gestae, trans. by J.C.Rolfe. 3 vols. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press; London, W. Heinemann ltd., 1935-39  PA6156 .A5 1935 
Chronicle of Monemvasia, intro. and commentary N.A. Bees. Chicago: Ares 1979. DF600 .C49 1979
Chronicon Paschale 284-628 AD / translated with notes and introduction by Michael Whitby and Mary Whitby.  Liverpool : Liverpool University Press, 1989  JC89 .C5 1989  

Philostratus and Eunapius, The lives of the Sophists, with an English translation by Wilmer Cave Wright. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1952 PA3612.P57 V8 1968

Procopius, trans. by H.B. Dewing. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1968ff.  PA3612 .P96 1968 



* * * * * 

Avramea, Anna. Le péloponnèse du IVe au VIIIe siècle. Changements et persistances. Paris, Byzantina Sorbonensia 15. 1997 DF261.P3 A94 1997
Brown, Peter. The body and society: men, women and sexual renunciation in early Christianity.  New York : Columbia University Press, 1988  BT708 .B77 1988
Browning, Robert. Justinian and Theodora. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1987. DF572 .B76 1987
Clark, Gillian. PRIVATEWomen in late antiquity : pagan and Christian life-styles . Oxford : Clarendon Press ; New York : Oxford University Press, 1993  HQ1127 .C52 1993

Elm, Susanna, Virgins of God: The Making of Asceticism in Late Antiquity. Oxford 1994.

Frantz, Allison, with contributions by Homer A. Thompson and John Travlos.  Late antiquity, A.D. 267-700.  Princeton, N.J.: American School of Classical Studies at Athens, 1988 DF922 .F73 1988
PRIVATEFowden, Garth, Empire to commonwealth : consequences of monotheism in late antiquity   Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press, c1993 DF531 .F69 1993

Jones, A.H.M., Constantine and the Conversion of Europe. London 1948.

Jones, A.H.M., The Later Roman Empire 284-602. A Social, Economic, and Administrative Survey.  Oxford 1964 DG311 .J6 1964 

Pentz, Peter, The Invisible Conquest. Copenhagen: National Museum of Denmark, 1992.  DS94.5 .P44 1992 
Rich, John, ed. The City in late antiquity.  London ; New York : Routledge, 1992  HT114 .C523 1992

Travlos, John, Pictorial dictionary of ancient Athens. New York, Praeger [1971] NA280 .T68 c.2
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