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History 712: Spring 2008


SPRING QUARTER 2008






       11101-6
History 712: Readings Seminar in European History 1500-1650

Thursday 5:30 - 7:18 in DH 168
  




      Instructor: Geoffrey Parker
 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3 in DH 167 and by appointment; phone 2-6721; <parker.277@osu.edu>

The course aims to prepare students for their General Exams in the early modern European field, and to introduce those considering a dissertation topic within this period to some of the current literature.

· Each week, everyone is responsible for the “Readings” marked with an asterisk (*). They will form the basis of each week’s class discussion.  

· In the course of the quarter, each member of the class must circulate one week in advance multiple copies of a written review (of about 5 typewritten pages) on FIVE individual books from the list below. (see “How to write Book Reviews” at the end of this syllabus for some guidelines.)  Other titles may be substituted with the Instructor’s consent.
· Almost all of the books have been paired with another (“double header” reviews).  In these cases you must liaise with the author of the other review and present a “compare and contrast” assessment of the works (a “one-page cheat sheet” if you will.) The authors of one of these “paired” reviews will chair the session each week.
· Each member of the class will choose their five books, and the session they will chair, at the first meeting on March 27. 
· Students desiring “extra credit” may write a “reaction paper” about any film set in Europe between 1500 and 1650.  We will discuss the “filmography” of early modern Europe at our last session.
· Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me privately during my office hours to make arrangements.
· All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
The grade for the course will reflect the thoroughness of the preparation, the punctuality with which reports are circulated, the quality of the class presentations, and of class participation. 

March 27. Introduction: assignments and bibliographical orientation; discussion of main themes and historiographical debates of the period; early modern paleography; preparing for archive work.  How to write book reviews.

April 3. The rise of the Habsburg Monarchy: the election of Charles V as Holy Roman Emperor in 1519 created an empire of unprecedented size in Europe, soon to be augmented by new conquests in the Americas.  Such a concentration of power overturned the prevailing balance of power and provoked a series of challenges to Habsburg power that eventually sapped Spain’s strength.

Readings: *Pettegree, Europe in the 16th century chaps. 2-3, 6, 9; *Parker, Europe in Crisis, chap. 2

D. C. Coleman, Creating Christian Granada and A. K. Harris, From Muslim to Christian Granada [double-header]
H. Kamen, Philip II of Spain and G. Parker, The Grand Strategy of Philip II [double-header]
M. J. Rodríguez-Salgado, The changing face of empire.  Charles V, Philip II, and Habsburg authority 1551-9 and H. Lutz, Christianitas Afflicta [in German] [double-header]
J. Tracy, Emperor Charles V: empresario of war and M. Fernández Álvarez, Charles V [double-header]
April 10: Women, family and gender in early modern Europe: “Did women have a Renaissance” was the title of a famous article by Joan Kelly.  One could ask similar questions concerning the participation of women in the Reformation, in economic life, and in political developments.  Let’s! 

Reading: *M. Wiesner, Women and gender in early modern Europe, chaps 1, 2, 4, and 8

O. Hufton, The prospect before her. A history of women in Western Europe

R. L. Kagan, Lucrecia’s Dreams and S. Ozment, Magdalena and Balthasar [double-header]
S. Ogilvie, A bitter living and M. E. Perry, Gender and disorder in early modern Seville [double-header]
S. Ozment, When Fathers Ruled and L. Roper, The holy household [double-header]
A. Weber, Teresa of Avila and the rhetoric of femininity and G. Ahlgren, Teresa of Avila and the politics of sanctity [double-header]
April 17. The Reformation and Counter-Reformation: the impact of the Protestant revolution of the sixteenth century has lasted to its day.  What were its causes? Why did it succeed? Why did Catholicism survive?

Readings: * Pettegree, Europe in the 16th century, chaps. 4, 5, 7, 11; Wiesner, Women and gender, chaps. 6-7

P. Blickle, The Revolution of 1525 and R. W. Scribner, For the sake of simple folk  [double-header]
W. Christian, Local religion in 16th century Spain and C. Harline & E. Put, A bishop’s tale: Matthias Hovius among his flock  [double-header]
H. Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition: a historical revision (New Haven: Yale U. P. 1997) and R. L. Kagan, Lucrecia’s Dreams [double-header]

S. Nalle, God in La Mancha and A. Poska, Regulating the People [double-header]
April 24. The eclipse of France: in the Renaissance, and again in the later 17th century, France was the major state of Western Europe.  Between the 1520s and the 1650s, however, its power waned dramatically.  Why?

Readings: * Pettegree, Europe in the 16th century chap. 8; *Parker, Europe in Crisis, chaps 4.i, 5.iv, 7.i, 7.iii

J. Bergin, Cardinal Richelieu: power and the pursuit of wealth and W. F. Church, Richelieu and Reason of State [double-header]
R. Bonney, Political change in France under Richelieu and Mazarin and R. Bonney, The king’s debts [double-header]
P. J. Coveney, ed., France in Crisis and R. Bonney, The limits of absolutism [double-header]
R. R. Harding, Anatomy of a power elite. The provincial governors of early modern France and J. Bergin, The Making of the French Episcopate [double-header]
M. P. Holt, The French Religious Wars and R. J. Knecht, The French Civil Wars [double-header]
J. Wood, The king’s army and G. Parker, The Army of Flanders and the Spanish Road [double-header]
May 1. The decline of Spain and the rise of the Dutch Republic: between 1600 and 1650, Spain lost its European hegemony while her former Dutch possessions rose to prominence.  How have historians explained these linked phenomena? How far had the balance between the two powers really shifted by 1650?

Reading: * Parker, Europe in Crisis, chaps. 4.ii-iii, 6.iii, 7.ii, 7.iv

J. Brown and J. H. Elliott, A palace for a king (2nd edn., 2003) and Brown and Elliott, The sale of the century  [double-header]
C. Eire, From Madrid to Purgatory

J. H. Elliott, Spain and its world 1500-1700 and I. A. A. Thompson and B. Yun Casalilla, eds., The Castilian crisis of the 17th century [double-header]
J. H. Elliott, The Count-Duke of Olivares and R. Stradling, Philip IV [double-header]
A. Feros, Kingship and favoritism in the reign of Philip III and P. Williams, The Great Favourite [double-header]
J. Israel, The Dutch Republic: its rise, greatness and fall and S. Schama, The embarrassment of riches [only chapters to 1650} [double-header]
R. Mackay, The limits of royal authority and M. C. ’t Hart, The making of a bourgeois state [double-header]
M. Weisser, Peasants of the Montes and M. Flynn, Sacred Charity [double-header]
May 8. The cultural, economic and social tensions of early modern Europe: according to Thomas Hobbes in 1651, the life of men (and, even more, of women) had become “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short.”  But was it any better before?

Readings: * Pettegree, Europe in the 16th century, chap. 1; *Parker, Europe in Crisis, chaps. 1 and 8; Wiesner, Women and Gender, chaps. 3 and 5.

M. Biagioli, Galileo Courtier and D. Sobel, Galileo’s Daughter [double-header]
W. Beik, Urban protest in 17th-century France and R. Mousnier, Peasant Uprisings in Seventeenth-Century France, Russia and China [double-header]
A. Cunningham and O. P. Grell, The four horsemen of the Apocalypse and H. Kamen The Iron Century  [double-header]
N. Z. Davis, Society and culture in early modern France and R. Villari, Baroque Personae [double-header]
R. Davis, The war of the fists and B. Diefendorf, Beneath the Cross [double-header]
R Jütte, Poverty and deviance in early modern Europe and C. Lis & H. Soly, Poverty and Capitalism [double-header]. 
R. Muchembled, Popular culture in early modern Europe and P. Burke, Popular culture [double-header] 
May 15. The Thirty Years’ War: in the 1630s and ‘40s, almost all of Europe became engulfed in a political and religious war that brought several states to their knees and caused more devastation and death than any European conflict until World War II.  How did it start? Why did it last so long?  Who won it?

Reading: * Parker, Europe in Crisis, chaps. 5, 6, 7.iv-v

A. Anderson, On the verge of war and B. Pursell, The Winter King [double-header]
R. Asch, The Thirty Years’ War and D. Croxton, Peacemaking in early modern Europe [double-header]
R. Bireley, Religion and politics in the age of the Counter-Reformation 

H. Langer, The Thirty Years’ War and G. Mortimer, Eye-witness accounts of the Thurty Years’ War [double-header]
G. Parker, The Thirty Years’ War (2nd edn., London: Routledge, 1997) and C. V. Wedgwood, The Thirty Years War  [double-header]
May 22. The Seventeenth-Century Crisis. In the mid-17th century, and especially in the 1640s, the entire northern hemisphere experienced unparalleled economic, social and political upheaval. Why?
Reading: * G. Parker, The world crisis of the 17th century, Introduction and chapter 1 (to be e-circulated.)

T. Aston, Europe in Crisis, 1560-1660 and G. Parker and L. M. Smith, eds. The General Crisis of the Seventeenth Century (2nd ed. London: Routledge, 1997) [double-header]
R. Forster and J. P. Greene, eds., Preconditions of revolution in early modern Europe and P. Clark, ed., The European Crisis of the 1590s [double-header]
J. A. Goldstone, Revolution and rebellion in the early modern world and T. K. Rabb, The Struggle for Stability in Early-Modern Europe [double-header]
M. P. Gutmann, War and rural life and G. P. Sreenivas, The peasants of Ottobeuren [double-header]
May 29.  Historians of early modern Europe have produced masterpieces of both macro and microhistory. The former try to discern the underlying trends; the latter strive to recover the mental world of “ordinary” men and women.  How successful are the former; how representative are the latter? We will also discuss the success of movies in recreating early modern Europe.
Readings: *F. Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean world in the age of Philip II,1: 355-461; 2:1238-44; and any other passages of Parts I and II that you can manage; *C. Ginzburg, Clues, myths and the historical method, pp. 96-125 (plus notes), and any other essays you can manage. [* Photocopies of these pages will suffice]
J. Brown, Immodest Acts. The life of a lesbian nun and C. Harline, The burdens of Sister Margaret [double-header]
N. Z. Davis, Fiction in the archives and R. Muchembled, La violence au village [In French] [double-header]
J. H. Elliott, Empires of the Atlantic World and Henry Kamen, Spain’s road to empire [double-

header]
C. Ginzburg, The cheese and the worms and N. Z. Davis, The return of Martin Guerre [double-header]
E. Muir, Mad blood stirring and S. Carroll, Blood and violence [double-header]
I. Wallerstein, The Modern World System, vol. I and P. Monod, The power of kings [double-header]

Required books:

Geoffrey Parker, Europe in  Crisis 1598-1648 (2nd edition, Oxford: Blackwell, 2001)

Andrew Pettegree, Europe in the 16th century (Oxford: Blackwell, 2002)

M. Wiesner, Woman and gender in early modern Europe (2nd edn., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000)
How to write Book Reviews
Imagine that the book review you are about to write will be submitted for publication in the Journal of Modern History. Be sure that your review contains the following elements:
A. An introductory paragraph on the topic covered, perhaps noting the current state of knowledge and other recent (especially competitive) works. 

B. A substantive discussion of the content of the book (between two and three pages.) Your description and analysis should inform readers, among other things:

· What the book contains, as well as what it does not contain (and perhaps, should contain).  

· How the issues discussed changed over time, and whether the author showed sufficient sensitivity to those changes?

C. A review and critique of the book. Among other things (without necessarily stating them explicitly in the book review) consider:

· Does the title accurately reflect the contents: i. e. does the title promise coverage of a particular time (1500-1846), whereas the book only deploys 18th-century data? Does the title claim to cover gender in Spain, while the contents concern only nuns in Toledo? 

· What were the objectives of the author? Were they successfully achieved? 

· Which sources and methodology did the author use? 

· How effective is the presentation (both organization and writing style.)

· How does this work differ from earlier studies?

· Is the general argument of the book stated clearly and convincingly?

In addition, 

(i) glance at other reviews: did their authors see the same strengths and weaknesses of the work? ( On how to find reviews, see below.) 

(ii) For the convenience of others, always attach or circulate a copy of the book’s Table of Contents.
D. In “double-header” book reviews you should also assess the book’s influence on the field. In order to do this – as well as to answer some of the previous questions properly – you should:

· First, find out which journal articles and books have cited the work and which journals published a review. You will find citations listed in one or more of the following: Arts and Humanities Citation Index; Book Reviews Digest; Book Reviews Index; Humanities Index; Social Sciences Citation Index.  (Periodical Abstracts and Article First both contain very recent book review citations.) Make a xerox copy of the relevant page(s) from the publication with the largest number of citations and ADD THE PHOTOCOPY TO YOUR REVIEW. 

· Then find some of the books and articles that cited the work, as well as some of those reviews, and read how they assessed the work (e. g., “A groundbreaking study, indispensable for anyone interested in the location of every tree on the battlefield at Lützen;” or “This book fills a much needed gap in our knowledge: lose no time in reading it.”)  Besides including a discussion of the “reception” of the work you are reviewing, ADD A PHOTOCOPY OF THE MOST DISCERNING ASSESSMENT OF IT TO YOUR REVIEW.

· For books published 2005-7 determine which works or writers the author acknowledged as a major influence. Go to one of those sources and try to determine how you think it helped to shape the book. ADD A PHOTOCOPY OF A RELEVANT PASSAGE TO YOUR REVIEW.

In all cases, be sure to state how your critique of the book differs from and agrees with the others. Do not merely repeat their arguments: demonstrate your point of view as well.

E. Conclusion (about one page.) State how this book makes an original contribution to the field and, if you can, suggest what questions remain unanswered and what further research is required.

F. Remember that book reviews form a distinct literary genre. Look at examples in the New York Times Book Review section, published each Sunday, or in The New York Review of Books or the Times Literary Supplement. Examine the ways in which professional book reviews are constructed. Note the way in which many writers strive to link the beginning and the last paragraphs of their essay; note also the balance of space allotted to assessing the work under review and to describing its context.

