HISTORY 726: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY, AUTUMN 2003
 
 
Matt Goldish, 336 Dulles Hall, 2-1602, goldish.1; Office hours Th 2:30-4:00
 
The Course
The topic of this 726 course is the history of the Jews in the early-modern European and Ottoman world, with a focus on relations between Jews and their neighbors. We will have nine class meetings. For all but the first of these we will read a book; in class we will discuss the book and one or two related documents, as time permits.
 
Assignments
Book responses            7 of 8 (lowest dropped) @5 points each           =35%
Participation                                                                                         =35%
Paper                           ca. 8-12 pages on any relevant topic                 =30%
 
Each week students will give me a typed summary of the book for that week. It should contain:
-           a brief statement of the main theses or questions of the author
-           a few lines about the contents of each chapter, including its main thesis and arguments
-           some questions or criticisms you have about the approach of the author
 
Reading
30 Sept.           None
7 Oct               Jonathan I. Israel, European Jewry in the Age of Mercantilism, 3rd ed. (1998)
14 Oct             Andree A. Brooks, The Woman Who Defied Kings (2002)
21 Oct             Miriam Bodian, Hebrews of the Portuguese Nation (1997)
28 Oct             M. Garcia-Arenal & G. Wiegers, A Man of Three Worlds (2003)
4 Nov              Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Rabbi ed. M.R. Cohen (1998, etc.)
11 Nov            Veteran’s Day – No Class
18 Nov            David B. Ruderman, Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery (2001, etc.)
25 Nov            Memoirs of Glückel of Hameln, transl. M. Lowenthal (1977, etc.)
2 Dec               Jacob Katz, Tradition and Crisis, trans. B.D. Cooperman (1993)
 
All books are available on reserve in the main library, and for purchase in the bookstore.
 
For each book, think about the following questions:
>What approaches does the author favor? economic? social? political? religious? intellectual?
>What things does the author choose to include, and what is left out? Why? Is that good or bad?
>What primary sources are used? Can you think of others that might have been used?
>Is there a crisis of the Jewish world in this period, like the “General Crisis of the 17th C.”?
>Does the Jewish world, as described, seem to remain traditional or to change? Why? How?
>How do the Jews involved interact with their Christian or Muslim neighbors?
