Early Modern Central Asia

Approaches Old and New

Winter 2009
History 727

T, 1:30–3:18, DL 0705

Instructor



Office Hours
Professor Scott Levi


TR 9:30–10:30, and by appointment
levi.18@osu.edu


152 Dulles Hall, 292-2447
Important Dates
First Day of Classes

Jan. 6

Paper Due


Mar. 3
Last Class Period

Mar. 10

Course Description and Objectives

Welcome to the exciting and rapidly changing world of Central Asian history! This seminar is designed to familiarize graduate students with Central Asia’s early modern era, which for us constitutes the period stretching from the Uzbek invasions in the early sixteenth century to the onset of the Russian colonial era in the nineteenth century. Please note that seminar participants are presumed to have only a basic familiarity with the subject matter. For this reason, the quarter will begin with a few general readings that introduce the vicissitudes of Central Asian history in this period. We will then turn to a selection of readings that illustrate some of the more traditional methodological approaches that scholars have employed in their studies of this subject.


Seminar participants will find that, in recent years, early modern Central Asian history has become a highly contested field. In the fourth week of the quarter, we will begin to analyze some of the new methodological approaches that scholars have employed and some of the emerging debates that these new voices in the field have provoked. We will begin this exercise by exploring the earlier consensus that, from the sixteenth century, European commercial powers in the Indian Ocean usurped the Central Asian “Silk Road” trade and cast the region into a lengthy period of economic isolation and cultural stagnation. We will contrast this with a variety of more recent studies that suggest our region remained vital and very much engaged in, and responsive to, larger historical processes unfolding across Eurasia and the world.

Important Information


All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.


As this is a graduate seminar, it is assumed that participants begin the quarter with a general understanding of early modern Central Asian history.

Assignments and Grading
Participation
    50%

Paper

    50%

Grading Scale
A
92.5–100
C+
77.5–79.5

E
59.5 and below
A-
90–92

C
72.5–77

B+
87.5–89.5
C-
70–72

B
82.5–87
D+
67.5–69.5

B-
80–82

D
60–67

Class Participation and Attendance

Attendance and active participation in class discussion is required for this course.

Required Readings

Readings are available either in pdf format on Carmen, or on reserve at the Science and Engineering Library, 175 West 18th St. (one block north of Dulles Hall).

Paper Assignment

It is a requirement of this course that you submit a well-crafted paper of approximately twenty pages, due in class on the date specified in the syllabus below. Specific instructions for this assignment will be distributed in class.


Paper grades will be based not only on content and exhibited command of a problem in early modern Central Asian history, but also on grammar and your correct use of formal writing style. Papers should be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font, and they should include footnotes or endnotes, a title page and a bibliography. Papers will drop one full grade for each class period that they are late.
Academic Misconduct


It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).


Plagiarism is representing someone else’s words or ideas as your own.  It is a form of academic dishonesty and it is not tolerated.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: handing in someone else’s work as your own; taking credit for ideas that are not your own; including in your work phrases, sentences, paragraphs or any text from a book, article, or web site without marking the text as a quotation and citing the source; and paraphrasing text from a source (i.e., taking an idea from a source while not quoting it exactly) without citing the source. Any student found to have plagiarized on any assignment may receive a failing grade for the semester.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Reserve Clause

The professor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary or beneficial to meet the objectives of the course, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.

SYLLABUS

WEEK 1

• Introduction to the Seminar
Jan. 6
WEEK 2

• An Introduction to the Field
Jan. 13
Robert McChesney, Central Asia: Foundations of Change (Princeton, NJ, 1997), pp. 1–147.

Yuri Bregel, “The Role of Central Asia in the History of the Muslim East,” Asia Society Occasional Papers (Afghanistan Council) 1980.
WEEK 3

• Staking Out the Territory
Jan. 20
Yuri Bregel, “Barthold and Modern Oriental Studies,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 12, 3 (1980), pp. 385–403.
Yuri Bregel, “Notes on the Study of Central Asia,” Papers on Inner Asia, №.28 (Bloomington, IN, 1996).

Peter B. Golden, An Introduction to the History of the Turkic Peoples: Ethnogenesis and State-formation in Medieval and Early Modern Eurasia and the Middle East (Wiesbaden, 1992), pp. 1–14, 379–416.
Allen J. Frank and Mirkasyim A. Usmanov, eds, An Islamic Biographical Dictionary of the Eastern Kazakh Steppe, 1770–1912 (Leiden, 2005), pp. ix–xxvi, 3–19, 95–107.

WEEK 4

• The Decline Thesis
Jan. 27
Bertold Spuler, “Central Asia from the Sixteenth Century to the Russian Conquests,” in P. M. Holt, A. K. S. Lambton and B. Lewis, eds, The Cambridge History of Islam, vol. 1, The Central Islamic Lands (Cambridge, 1970), pp. 468–502.
Morris Rossabi, “The ‘Decline’ of the Central Asian Caravan Trade,” in James D. Tracy, ed., The Rise of Merchant Empires: Long-Distance Trade in the Early Modern World, 1350–1750 (Cambridge, 1990), pp. 351–70.

Isenbike Togan, “Inner Asian Muslim Merchants at the Closure of the Silk Routes in the Seventeenth Century,” in V. Elisseeff, ed., The Silk Roads: Highways of Culture and Commerce (New York, 2000), pp. 247–63.

Andre Gunder Frank, “ReOrient: From the Centrality of Central Asia to China’s Middle Kingdom,” in K. A. Ertürk, ed., Rethinking Central Asia: Non-Eurocentric Studies in History, Social Structure and Identity, (Reading, UK, 1999), pp. 11–38.
Scott C. Levi, “India, Russia and the Eighteenth-Century Transformation of the Central Asian Caravan Trade,” Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient 42, 4 (1999), pp. 519–48.

WEEK 5

• Some Newer Approaches
Feb. 3
Joseph Fletcher, “Integrative History: Parallels and Interconnections in the Early Modern Period, 1500–1800,” Journal of Turkish Studies 9 (1985), pp. 37–57.

Andre Gunder Frank, The Centrality of Central Asia (Amsterdam, 1992).

S. A. M. Adshead, Central Asia in World History (London, 1993), pp. 3–26, 150–201.

Carter V. Findley, The Turks in World History (Oxford, 2005), pp. 3–20, 93–132.
WEEKS 6 & 7
• The View from the East
Feb. 10 & 17
James A. Millward, Beyond the Pass: Economy, Ethnicity, and Empire and Qing Central Asia, 1759–1864 (Stanford, 1998).

Laura J. Newby, The Empire and the Khanate: A Political History of Qing Relations with Khoqand c. 1760–1860 (Leiden, 2005).
[Recommended: Peter C. Perdue, China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia (Cambridge, 2005).]

WEEKS 8 & 9
• The View from the North
Feb. 24 & Mar. 3
Michael Khodarkovsky, Russia’s Steppe Frontier: The Making of a Colonial Empire, 1500–1800 (Bloomington, IN, 2003).

Virginia Martin, Law and Custom in the Steppe: the Kazakhs of the Middle Horde and Russian Colonialism in the Nineteenth Century (Richmond, Surrey, 2001).

[Recommended: Robert D. Crews, For Prophet and Tsar: Islam and Empire in Russia and Central Asia (Cambridge, 2006); Daniel Brower and Edward Lazzerini, eds, Russia’s Orient: Imperial Borderlands and Peoples, 1700–1917 (Bloomington, IN, 1997).]

*** Papers Due on March 3 ***

WEEK 10

• Reassessing Decline: Varying Perspectives from Within
Mar. 10
Susanna S. Nettleton, “Ruler, Patron, Poet: ‘Umar Khan in the Blossoming of the Khanate of Qoqan, 1800–1820,” International Journal of Turkish Studies 2, 2 (1981–82), pp. 127–40.
Scott C. Levi, “The Ferghana Valley at the Crossroads of World History: The Rise of Khoqand, 1709–1822,’ Journal of Global History 2, 2 (2007), pp. 213–32.
Ron Sela, “Central Asia in the 18th Century: The Age of Introspection,” unpublished Ph.D. diss., Indiana University, Bloomington, 2004, pp. 1–107.

Allen Frank, “Islamic Transformation on the Kazakh Steppe, 1742–1917: Toward an Islamic History of Kazakhstan under Russian Rule,” in Tadayuki Hayashi, ed., The Construction and Deconstruction of National Histories in Slavic Eurasia (Sapporo, 2003), pp. 261–89.
