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History 731:  European History 1914-present
 
This intensive reading course is designed to give graduate students an introduction to the field of twentieth century European history and particularly to the historiography of the Holocaust and the Third Reich.  The reading list includes some of the classic texts and authors in the field, as well as the work of new scholars whose monographs have received critical acclaim.
 
Required Reading

            The required readings include whole monographs, book chapters, and articles are located on reserve (the article are on electronic and main reserves).  The books, which can be purchased at SBX, include:
             
Richard Bessel Germany after the First World War 
David Crew, Germans on Welfare: From Weimar to Hitler 
Detlev Peukert, The Weimar Republic
Peter Fritsche Germans into Nazis 
Robert Gellately Backing Hitler 
Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair 
Richard Steigman Gall, The Holy Reich 
Gotz Aly, AG Blunden, Architects of Annihilation 
Christopher Browning, Nazi Policy, Jewish Workers, German Killers 
Victor Klemperer, I will Bear Witness 1942-1945 
Evan Bukey, Hitler’s Austria 
Ian Kershaw and Moshe Lewin eds. Stalinism and Nazism 
Charles Meier, Unmasterable Past
 
Course Requirements
 
1. Class time will be devoted to discussion of the assigned readings, so the success of the class depends on regular attendance, careful and complete preparation, and lively and informed participation.  Please contact me ahead of time if you are going to be absent from class.
2. Each week we will read either one common text (or a collection of short articles) or we will divide our group into half with each group reading one text. I strongly recommend that in addition to your assigned book that you read the introduction to the second text (all books are on reserve). Such an exercise will give you an even better sense of the field, and it will enhance our class discussion.  During our first class, we will determine which readings each group will read.   
3. In addition to our class discussions, you are expected to submit four book reviews concerning the assigned reading. If you are unfamiliar with how to write a book review, you may wish to obtain several from the AHR, German History, or JMH.  The book reviews are due at the beginning of the class during which the book will be discussed and can be submitted to me in class, by email, or dropped off in my mailbox (106 Dulles).  If you choose the latter two options, make sure that you have done so with enough time to assure that I will have received your response before class begins. Please also make sure to submit at least two of these reviews by the fifth week of the quarter (by 10/23) 
4. Your final paper assignment will ask you to consider a history of the Third Reich and/or a history of the Holocaust.  Please write a slightly longer review of the text, and make sure to consider its usefulness as an introduction to the field.  Some of the most recent studies include:  
Yehudah Bauer  Rethinking the Holocaust
David Bankier,  Probing the Depths of German Antisemitism:  German Society and the Persecution of the Jews 1933-1941
            Omer Bartov, The Holocaust: Origins, Implementation, Aftermath
            Michael Burleigh, The Third Reich:  A New History
            Deborah Dwork, Holocaust:  A History
Tony Kushner, The Holocaust the Liberal Imagination
I have ordered the Bauer book (which should be available at SBX) and ask that if you decide to use a book not included on the list above that you discuss it with me first.
 
 
Reading Schedule
 
September 25 :  Introduction – Holocaust Historiography

Recommended  Michael Marrus, The Holocaust in History
Martin Broszat and Saul Friedlander, “A Controversy about the Historicization of National Socialism” in Yad Vashem Studies 19 (1984):  1-48
 
October 2:  The Character of German Antisemitism (on line reserve and main reserve)
            Shulamit Volkov, “The Written Matter and the Spoken Word:  On the Gap between Pre-
1914 and Nazi Antisemitism”
            Saul Friedlander, “Redemptive Antisemitism” in Nazi Germany and the Jews, vol. I
            Daniel Goldhagen, “Recasting the View of Antisemitism” and “Eliminationist 
Antisemitism” in Hitler’s Willing Executioners
Recommended Geoff Eley, “What are the Contexts for German Antisemitism?” in The Fate of the European Jews, 1939-1945
            
October 9:   Toward the Nazi State 

David Crew, Germans on Welfare: From Weimar to Hitler, Detlev J.K. Peukert, The Weimar Republic or Richard Bessel Germany after the First World War
Recommended: Young-Sun Hong, “World War I and the German Welfare State, Gender, 
Religion, and the Paradoxes of Modernity,” in Society, Culture, and the State in Germany 1870-1930 ed. Geoff Eley
 
October 16: Turning Ordinary Germans into Nazis

            Peter Fritsche Germans into Nazis or Robert Gellately Backing Hitler
 
October 23:  Life in Nazi Germany

            Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair
 
October 30: German Killers

            Gotz Aly, AG Blunden, Architects of Annihilation  or  Christopher Browning, Nazi 
Policy, Jewish Workers 
Recommended:  Christopher Browning, “German Technocrats, Jewish Labor, 
and the Final Solution:  A Reply to Götz Aly and Susanne Heim” in The Path to Genocide, ed. Christopher Browning
 
November 6:, Religion and the Nazi State
Richard Steigman Gall, The Holy Reich
Author Visit

            
November 13: The Holocaust Beyond Germany

            Renee Poznanski, Jews in France During World War II (reserve only)
            Evan Bukey, Hitler’s Austria
            or
            David Cesarani, Genocide and Rescue:  The Holocaust in Hungary (reserve only)
**I would be happy to entertain other selections for this week as well in order to fit the needs of individual class members**
 
November 20: Uniqueness and Universality
Ian Kershaw ed., Stalinism and Nazism
 
November 27:  Memoir and Holocaust Fiction (To Be Rescheduled b/c of Thanksgiving)
Diary of Victor Klemperer
 
December 4:  Holocaust in History and Memory

Charles Meier, Unmasterable Past
 
Please Submit Your Final Paper By 12/9. 

