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History 732 Readings in German History


In this readings course for graduate students we will examine a number of books and articles predominantly on the German Empire prior to the First World War.  Each day the participants in the class will be divided into two groups.  Approximately half the class will read and prepare to discuss one book, while the other students will read and discuss a second book.  On some occasions announced in advance there will also be an article to be read in common.  I will not be ordering books at the Student Book Exchange on North High Street, because most students nowadays get their books via Ohiolink or online.  Sign-up for the books below will take place on the first day of class.


Grades will be based on oral class participation (20 percent), short essays on each book read (20 percent), and a final paper (60 percent).  Class participation consists of contributing information and insight concerning the materials assigned to your group, as well as intelligent questions and insight concerning the works assigned to the other group that day.  The goal for each class period is to generate valuable understanding of each of the assigned readings and the issues they have been selected to illustrate.  Your participation grade will be based on how well you help realize this goal.


You are also to write a short essay (2-3 pp.) on each book you read.  These are not to be conventional book reviews, but essays addressing the background of the author, the contents and method of the book, and the place of the book amid the literature of the field and the issues we will be discussing.  You are expected to consult professional book reviews written by others and to prepare enough copies to share each of your essays with all other members of the class.  Further details of these assignments will be discussed on the first day of class.

The final paper will be an analysis of a major textbook in modern German or European history in light of the issues discussed in the course.  It is due in my office at 3:30 on Monday, March 12.  Details of this assignment will also be discussed in class.  You should choose a text for analysis early, so that you can read along in it as the course progresses.  All choices are to be made in consultation with me.


My office is Dulles 369, telephone 292-5478, home messages at 436-6158.  I will hold office hours on Tuesday at 1:00-2:00 and by appointment.  My e-mail is beyerchen.1@osu.edu.

Note from the Department:  All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
	Date
	Topic and Books
	Assigned to:

	
	
	

	January 3
	Introduction:  Historiography of Imperial Germany


	

	January 10
	Visitors to the Empire

 Excerpts from Ray Stannard Baker’s Seen in Germany and Anne Topham’s A Distant Thunder

	

	January 17
	Citizens and Nations
	

	
	Rogers Brubaker, Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	John Torpey, The Invention of the Passport:  Surveillance, Citizenship and the State
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	January 24
	Elites and the Middle Class 
	

	
	James Sheehan (ed.), Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	David Blackbourn and Richard Evans (eds.), The German Bourgeoisie
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	January 31
	Industrial Culture and Architecture
	

	
	Juergen Kocka, Industrial Culture and Bourgeois Society:  Business, Labor, and Bureaucracy in Modern Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Matthew Jefferies, Politics and Culture in Wilhelmine Germany:  The Case of Industrial Architecture


	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	February 7
	The Familiar and the Exotic
	

	
	Laura Otis, Membranes:  Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	H. Glenn Penny, Objects of Culture:  Ethnology and Ethnographic Museums in Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	February 14 
	Middle Class Identity and Democracy
	

	
	Marion Kaplan, The Making of the Jewish Middle Class:  Women, Family, and Identity in Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Margaret Lavinia Anderson, Practicing Democracy:  Elections and Political Culture in Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	February 21
	Modernism and Manliness
	

	
	Peter Paret, The Berlin Succession: Modernism and Its Enemies in Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Gerald Izenberg, Modernism and Masculinity:  Mann, Wedekind, Kandinsky Through World War I
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	February 28
	The Culture of the Court
	

	
	John C. G. Roehl, The Kaiser and His Court:  Wilhelm II and the Government of Germany

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Christopher Clark, Kaiser Wilhelm II

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	March 7
	Cultural Weltpolik and Paths to Destruction
	

	
	Douglas Burgess, Seize the Trident:  The Race for Superliner Supremacy and How It Altered the Great War
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Isabel Hull, Absolute Destruction:  Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	March 14 
	Final paper due Wednesday at 3:00 
	


