M 1:30 –4:18                                                                                                Spring 2005                                                                                        
Baker Engineering 272                                                                                Prof. Beyerchen
History 732 Readings in German History
 
            In this readings course for graduate students we will examine a number of books and articles predominantly on postwar West Germany through the 1950s.  Each day the participants in the class will be divided into two groups.  Approximately half the class will read and prepare to discuss one book, while the other students will read and discuss a second book.  On some occasions announced in advance there will also be an article to be read in common.  I will not be ordering books at the Student Book Exchange on North High Street, because most students nowadays get their books via Ohiolink or online.  Sign-up for the books below will take place on the first day of class.
 
            Grades will be based on oral class participation (20 percent), short essays on each book read (20 percent), and a final paper (60 percent).  Class participation consists of contributing information and insight concerning the materials assigned to your group, as well as intelligent questions and insight concerning the works assigned to the other group that day.  The goal for each class period is to generate valuable understanding of each of the assigned readings and the issues they have been selected to illustrate.  Your participation grade will be based on how well you help realize this goal.
 
            You are also to write a short essay (2-3 pp.) on each book you read.  These are not to be conventional book reviews, but essays addressing the background of the author, the contents and method of the book, and the place of the book amid the literature of the field and the issues we will be discussing.  You are expected to consult professional book reviews written by others and to prepare enough copies to share each of your essays with all other members of the class.  Further details of these assignments will be discussed on the first day of class.
 
The final paper will be an analysis of a major textbook in modern German or European history in light of the issues discussed in the course.  It is due in my office at 3:30 on Monday, June 6.  Details of this assignment will also be discussed in class.  You should choose a text for analysis early, so that you can read along in it as the course progresses.  All choices are to be made in consultation with me.
 
            My office is Dulles 137, telephone 2476719, messages at 436-6158.  I will hold office hours on Tuesday at 1:30-2:30, Thursdays 2-3:00 and by appointment.  My e-mail is beyerchen.1@osu.edu.
 
 

 

	Date
	Topic and Books
	Assigned to:

	 
	 
	 

	March 28
	Introduction
 
	 

	April 4
	The Collapse in Human Terms
	 

	
	Christian von Krockow, Hour of the Women
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	Wolfgang W. E. Samuel, German Boy:  A Refugee’s Story
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	April 11
	Retribution and Forgetfulness
	 

	
	Istvan Deak, Jan Gross and Tony Judt, The Politics of Retribution in Europe:  World War II and Its Aftermath
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	Jan T. Gross, Neighbors:  The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	April 18
	Occupation Policies 
	 

	
	Norman Naimark, The Russians in Germany
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	George Clare, Before the Wall:  Berlin Days 1946-1948
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	 

April 25
	 
Marriage and Motherhood in the Aftermath of War 
	 

	
	Elisabeth Heineman, What Difference Does a Husband Make?  Women and Marital Status in Nazi and Postwar Germany
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	Robert Moeller, Protecting Motherhood:  Women and Family in the Politics of Postwar West Germany 
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 

May 2
	 
The Costs of Reconstruction
	 

	
	Jeffrey M. Diefendorf, In the Wake of War:  The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	Norbert Frei, Adenauer’s Germany and the Nazi Past:  The Politics of Amnesty and Integration
 
	 

 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	May 9 
	Couples and Culture
	 

	
	Maria Höhn, GIs and Fräuleins:  The German-American Encounter in 1950s West Germany
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	Petra Goedde, GIs and Germans:  Culture, Gender, and Foreign Relations, 1945-1949
	 

 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	May 16
	Economic Miracle?  Big Business and Social Justice
	 

	
	S. Jonathan Wiesen, West German Industry & the Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	Michael L. Hughes, Shouldering the Burdens of Defeat:  West Germany and the Reconstruction of Social Justice
	 

 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	May 23
	American Culture and Influence
	 

	
	 
Richard Pells, Not Like Us:  How Europeans Have Loved, Hated and Transformed American Culture since World War II 
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	 

Heide Fehrenbach and Uta G. Poiger, Transactions, Transgressions, Transformations:  American Culture in Western Europe and Japan
	 

 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	 
	Texts Selected for Final Papers
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	June 6 (Monday)
	Final paper due at 1:30 
	 


 

