History 738      Studies in British History    Autumn 2005  David Cressy

 

 

This is a graduate reading course devoted to the discussion and assessment of major research in British history, concentrating on recent scholarship on the early modern period, c.1500-1700.  We will address both style and substance, considering the “manner” and “voice” of historical writing, as well as issues, arguments and methods.  

 

Readings will be chosen from the leading practitioners of social, economic, cultural, political, religious, intellectual and interdisciplinary history, including major essays, articles and reviews as well as books. Themes for discussion include the impact of theory, old and new battles, revisionism and post-revisionism, interdisciplinary borrowings, continental European comparisons, periodization, and the shifting meanings of Renaissance, Reformation and Revolution. Topics may include aspects of religious and political culture, state formation, the public sphere, gender, witchcraft and the supernatural, science and medicine, microhistory, demography and geography, the three kingdoms, the Atlantic archipelago, and the British overseas.

 

Students will examine the work of leading historians, such as Alastair Bellany, Mike Braddick,  Nicholas Canny, Bernard Capp, Patrick Collinson, Laura Gowing, Christopher Haigh, Tim Harris, Cynthia Herrup, Steve Hindle, Derek Hirst, Ralph Houlbrooke, Ronald Hutton, Mark Kishlansky, Peter Lake, Diarmaid MacCulloch, John Morrill, Steve Pincus, Conrad Russell, Jonathan Scott, James Sharpe, Kevin Sharpe, Alexandra Shepard, Keith Thomas, David Underdown, Alexandra Walsham,  Andy Wood, Blair Worden and Keith Wrightson.

 

Assignments include short reviews, in-class presentations, and a major historiographical essay.

 

Please obtain copies of the following core readings (may be available second hand or remaindered on Amazon, alibris, or abebooks):

 

Alastair Bellany, The Politics of Court Scandal in Early Modern England (2002)

 

Kevin Sharpe, Reading Revolutions
 
Alexandra Shepard, Meanings of manhood in early modern England (2003)
 
Alexandra Walsham, Providence in Early Modern England (1999)

