









History 740—2

History 740
Studies in Russian and Soviet History
Spring 2008
M 2:30-4:18,  DL 705
Professor Nick Breyfogle

Office Hours:  Wed 12-2, and by appointment

Office: 159 Dulles Hall.  Phone: 292-3560

breyfogle.1@osu.edu

Course Description
This intensive graduate reading course is designed to introduce students to the recent historiography of Russia.  Following current trends in the historical field broadly—what is called the “cultural turn”—much of the focus in this course will be on the new social and cultural history of Imperial Russia.  Over the past 25 years, historians of the tsarist state have moved away from purely political and social matters and efforts to explain the Bolshevik revolution (and Russia’s exceptionalism).  In their place, as we will read in this course, scholars have begun to examine a wider range of human experiences, from the meanings of landscape and space, to the myth and ritual of court politics, to the cultural zones of civil society, the inner life of the gentry estate, the culture of Orthodoxy and the place of faith and religious practice in the Russian worldview, daily urban life and leisure culture, the culture of Russian science, and the place of identity politics in Russian military conscription and training.  Throughout, Russia has come to be seen less as different and more as part of a broader pan-European history. 

Knowledge of Russian and Eurasian history is obviously helpful, but not essential to take this course.  However, students who do not have a background in Russian history are strongly encouraged to read a survey history of Russia in order to familiarize themselves with Russian history and historiography (I am happy to make suggestions for good survey texts).


This course is designed for graduate students only, particularly in history and Slavic studies.  Undergraduate students wishing to take the course must contact me at the beginning of the quarter to receive permission and must have taken my 537.01 course or equivalent.

Students are very welcome to come and talk with me about any aspect of the course and the wonders of history.  My office hours and location are listed above.  I can also be reached by e-mail (breyfogle.1@osu.edu).  

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.  

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Ave; Tel: 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  Plagiarism, cheating, or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  Faculty Rules (3335-5-487) require that instructors report all instances of academic misconduct to the committee.  Be forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp.  
Plagiarism is theft.  Please read the attached definition of plagiarism (Appendix B from University Survey:  A Guidebook and Readings for New Students) And see the web sites: http://cstw.osu.edu/ and http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm.  If you do not understand what plagiarism entails as it is described in this excerpt from the student handbook and/or websites, you should see me before beginning any of these assignments.
Required Readings:
These books are available for purchase at SBX.  There are also copies available through Ohiolink (there are generally more than enough of each book in the system for the needs of this class).  Order your copy early from Ohiolink and please try to avoid recalling books.  It is likely that if a copy is checked out, it has been checked out by one of the students in the class.  If you do run into difficulties obtaining copies of books, please let me know at least a week in advance and we can work out a solution, either by copying or sharing.

Kendall E. Bailes, Science and Russian Culture in an Age of Revolutions: V.I. Vernadsky and His Scientific School, 1863-1945.  Indiana University Press, 1990.  ISBN 0-253-31123-3.

Mary W. Cavender,  Nests of the Gentry: Family, Estate, and Local Loyalties in Provincial Russia.  University of Delaware Press, 2007.  ISBN-10: 0874139791;  ISBN-13: 978-0874139792 
Valerie Kivelson, Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia. Cornell University Press, 2006.  ISBN 978-0-8014-7253-4.
Louise McReynolds, Russia at Play: Leisure Activities at the End of the Tsarist Era.  Cornell University Press, 2003.  ISBN 0-8014-4027-0.
John Randolph, The House in the Garden: The Bakunin Family and the Romance of Russian Idealism.  Cornell University Press, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-8014-4542-2
Joshua A. Sanborn, Drafting the Russian Nation: Military Conscription, Total War, and Mass Politics, 1905–1925.  Northern Illinois University Press, 2002.    ISBN-13: 978-0-87580-306-7; ISBN-10: 0-87580-306-7

Vera Shevzov, Russian Orthodoxy on the Eve of Revolution.  Oxford University Press, 2003.  ISBN-10: 0195154657; ISBN-13: 978-0195154658

Richard Stites, Serfdom, Society and the Arts in Imperial Russia: the pleasure and the power.  Yale University Press, 2008.  ISBN-10: 0300137575;  ISBN-13: 978-0300137576

Roshanna P. Sylvester, Tales of Old Odessa: Crime and Civility in a City of Thieves.  Northern Illinois University Press, 2005.  ISBN-13: 978-0-87580-346-3; ISBN-10: 0-87580-346-6

Elise Wirtschafter, The Play of Ideas in Russian Enlightenment Theater.  Northern Illinois University Press, 2003.  ISBN-13: 978-0-87580-310-4; ISBN-10: 0-87580-310-5
Richard Wortman, Scenarios of Power.  Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy from Peter the Great to the Abdication of Nicholas II.  Princeton University Press.  New abridged 1-v. pbk. edition, 2006.  ISBN-10: 0691123748 ; ISBN-13: 978-0691123745.

Requirements
1. Reading all books and active, intelligent, and informed participation during class.  Please come to class prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings and to listen to your colleagues.  Attendance in class is mandatory and I expect everyone to contribute frequently to each discussion.
2. Six book reviews of the eleven monographs for this class.  Reviews should be in the range of 1250 words, approximately 5 pages double-spaced.  These papers are due at the beginning of class on the day that the text is read.  No late papers will be accepted.
3. A book review should both summarize and critically analyze/appraise the author’s main arguments, use of evidence, historiographical approach, and conclusions.  It should also place the book into the larger context of other books read in this course and the broad questions of Russia as a multiethnic organism that we are examining in class.  As part of your review, you should read, where possible, at least two published reviews of the book and incorporate/compare some of the ideas, analysis, and critiques found in the published reviews into your own essay (footnoting as appropriate, of course).  Reviews in Russian Review, Slavic Review, Journal of Modern History, and American Historical Review are among the best for this purpose, but feel free to use other journals as well.
Topics and Reading Assignments

Week 1
March 24

Introduction
Week 2
March 31
Valerie Kivelson, Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia 
Week 3
April 7
Richard Wortman, Scenarios of Power.  Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy from Peter the Great to the Abdication of Nicholas II  [new abridged 1-v. pbk. edition, 2006]
Week 4
April 14
Elise Wirtschafter, The Play of Ideas in Russian Enlightenment Theater
Week 5
April 21
Richard Stites, Serfdom, Society and the Arts in Imperial Russia: the pleasure and the power.
Week 6
April 28
1. John Randolph, The House in the Garden: The Bakunin Family and the Romance of Russian Idealism
2. Mary W. Cavender,  Nests of the Gentry: Family, Estate, and Local Loyalties in Provincial Russia
Week 7
May 5
Vera Shevzov, Russian Orthodoxy on the Eve of Revolution
Week 8
May 12
1. Louise McReynolds, Russia at Play: Leisure Activities at the End of the Tsarist Era
2. Roshanna P. Sylvester, Tales of Old Odessa: Crime and Civility in a City of Thieves
Week 9
May 19
Kendall E. Bailes, Science and Russian Culture in an Age of Revolutions: V.I. Vernadsky and His Scientific School, 1863-1945
Week 10
May 26
No Class, Memorial Day
Week 11
Wed. June 4, 1:30-3:18  (NOTE different time and day, location TBD)
Joshua A. Sanborn, Drafting the Russian Nation: Military Conscription, Total War, and Mass Politics, 1905–1925  
